
SENATE 9

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT COMMISSION RELATIVE TO
THE CONSTRUCTION BY THE COMMIS-
SION OF A BRIDGE, WITH SUITABLE
APPROACHES, OVER THE CHARLES RIVER,
AT PURGATORY COVE, SO-CALLED, IN
THE CITY OF WALTHAM.

[Metropolitan Affairs.]

Metropolitan District Commission
20 Somerset Street, Boston, December 1, 1931

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of Massa-
chusetts in General Court assembled,

On May 16, 1931, the following resolve, chapter 18,
was approved by the Governor:

Resolved, That the metropolitan district commission be directed to
inquire into the subject-matter of current senate document numbered
one hundred and twenty-five, relative to the construction of a bridge,
with suitable approaches, over the Charles river at Purgatory cove,
so-called, in the city of Waltham. Said commission shall report to
the general court its findings and recommendations, and estimates of
cost, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry such rec-
ommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
senate not later than the first Wednesday of December in the current
year, and shall, at the same time, file a copy thereof with the budget
commissioner.

The Commission, as directed, has inquired into the
subject-matter of current Senate Document No. 125,
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relative to the construction of a bridge, with suitable
approaches, over the Charles River at Purgatory Cove
in the city of Waltham, and herewith submits its find-
ings and recommendations.

The bridge over Purgatory Cove, an arm of the Charles
River, is located at the end of Woerd Avenue and about
two thousand feet westerly of Crescent Street in the city
of Waltham. Woerd Avenue is a city street. The
bridge is under the care and control of this Commission,
and connects Woerd Avenue with Forest Grove Road
which runs along the Chark
land for a distance of about
monwealth Avenue.

5 River through reservation
five thousand feet to Com-

nervation road, not open to
It is a narrow, oiled dirt

Forest Grove Road is a re
general automobile travel.
road, for the most part ten feet in width, of poor align-
ment and unsuitable for general use. Access is allowed
for automobiles for two privately owned houses which
have no other entrance, and for bathers at Forest Grove
Park during the summer months, and for attendants at
band concerts.

The bridge is a wooden structure resting on piles and
was originally built over thirty-five years ago. About
1909 it was reconstructed in part and narrowed to its
present width of thirty-three feet six inches, including
two five-foot sidewalks and a roadway twenty-three feet
six inches wide. The bridge is in an unsatisfactory con-
dition throughout, and the piling, stringers and wearing
surface are considerably decayed and in such a state that
while repairs can be made, the extent to which renewals
should properly be carried is indefinite. The bridge with
its limited use can probably be kept in repair at an ex-
pense of from $3OO to $5OO each year for the next five
years, but at any time it may be found necessary to make
more extensive repairs at considerably higher cost.

A new pile structure fifty feet in width would cost
about $B,OOO, or thirty-five feet in width about $6,250.
A lasting concrete and stone structure of a type con-
sistent with parkway development, lengthening the ap-
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proach on the southerly end and shortening the bridge
to about forty feet with one span fifty feet in width, would
cost about $40,000.

Forest Grove Road from the bridge to Commonwealth
Avenue, Newton, passes Forest Grove Park, Fox Island,
a playground used by the city of Newton, and through
an attractive reservation area bordering the Charles
River, to which the public should be allowed better
access. To widen this roadway to twenty feet with
some realignment and change of grade, and provide a
suitable surfacing for pleasure automobiles, would cost
about $35,000. This road would not have any particular
value as a through way, but would serve as a reservation
road, and perhaps as a convenient way between Waltham
and the upper part of Commonwealth Avenue, Newton.

The bridge and the road should both be improved at
the same time, as there is not sufficient use of the bridge
to warrant its reconstruction unless the roadway can be
opened to automobile travel.

There are so many developments for which there appear
to be more urgent demands that the Commission hesi-
tates to recommend this development at this time, and
feels that the present structure can be maintained at a
reasonable cost for its limited use for the next few years,
and that a little later the whole improvement can well be
made. Should the General Court desire to authorize the
improvement at this time a bill accompanies this report
authorizing the reconstruction of the bridge and the
improvement of Forest Grove Road.

Respectfully submitted

DAVIS B. KENISTON,
FRANK A. BAYRD,
WM. F. ROGERS,
C. H. J. KIMBALL,
GEO. B. WASON,

Metropolitan District Commission.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

Vn Act authorizing the Metropolitan District Commission
to construct a new Bridge across Purgatory Cove in the
Charles River in Waltham and to widen and reconstruct
Forest Grove Road in Waltham and Newton.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
■authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is hereby authorized to construct a new bridge with
3 suitable approaches across Purgatory cove in the
4 Charles river in the city of Waltham at or near the site
5 of the existing bridge across said cove, and to widen
6 and reconstruct Forest Grove road from said bridge to
7 Commonwealth avenue in the city of Newton, at an
8 expense not to exceed in the aggregate seventy-five
9 thousand dollars; provided, that an amount sufficient

10 therefor shall first have been appropriated, the same
11 to be assessed upon the municipalities of the metro-
-12 politan parks district.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


