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CLARENCE R. EDWARDS.

REPORT

[

Joint Ways and Means,

The following report is respectfully submitted in
accordance with the provisions of a resolve, chapter 7,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1931, which reads
as follows:

Resolve

for an Investigation relative to the Estaban Appropriate Memorial to commemorate the
Virtues and Achievements of Major-General Clarence R.
providing

lishment of

Edwards.

Resolved, That a special unpaid co imission, to consist of five citizens
of the commonwealth to be appoint d by the governor, of whom three
shall be members of the Yankee Division, so-called, is

hereby

estab-

lished for the purpose of advising the general court as to the character.
form and location, whether on the state house grounds or elsewhere in
the city of Boston, of memorial which should be erected to oommemc
rate the virtues and achievements of the late Major-General Clarence
R. Edwards, and to afford lasting evidence of the affection and esteem
which his memory is 1
all the people of the commonwealth
The commi;
expend for necessary assistance and expensding, in th
appropriation as mi
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aggregate, two thousand dollars, and shall file its recommendations
with the clerk of the senate on or before the first day of December in the
current year.
House

of

Representatives, April 27, 1931.

Passed.
Leveeett Saetonstall,
Speaker.
April 28,

1931.

In the Senate.
Caspar

G. Bacon,
President,

April 30, 1931.
Approved.
Joseph

B. Ely,
Governor.

The commission respectfully submits the following
report of investigations and recommendations:
Investigation.

Meetings.
Since its appointment, this commission has held
twenty meetings and three hearings, two of which were
public to citizens of Massachusetts, and the third a
special hearing for veterans of the Yankee Division,
which General Edwards commanded, men who, in the
opinion of the commission, were more vitally interested
in the form and site of the proposed memorial than any
other group of citizens. The purpose of this, as well as
of the two public hearings, one of which was held in
Boston and one in Springfield, was to learn the opinions
held by those most interested, as to what type of memorial would best perpetuate the memory of General Edwards. From the beginning, the commission has adhered to the belief that the views of the majority of
Massachusetts citizens, particularly veterans of the 26th
Division, should guide its action, rather than the opinion
of the individual members of the commission.
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Character.

It was found advisable to determine first of all whether
the recommendation should be in favor of a utilitarian
or an inspirational type of memorial. The expression of
opinion at all hearings was almost unanimously in favor
of some inspirational form of memorial. This was the
unanimous feeling, also, of the individual members of
the commission.
Form.

In its efforts to ascertain just what form of inspirational memorial would meet the approval of the greatest
number, the commission did not encounter quite the
same unanimity of opinion. However, the answer to
this question as well left the commission in no doubt as
to the view of a clear and unmistakable majority, namely,
that the form of inspirational memorial best suited to
commemorate the achievements and virtues of the late
General Edwards would be an equestrian statue of heroic
size, so conceived and executed as to stand not only as
a testimonial of the esteem of the Commonwealth, but
also as a work in itself of unquestioned dignity and
beauty, a worthy addition to the art of the capifc 1 of a
great State.
Site.

Having in mind such an equestrian statue, the commission next sought to determine what site, in the city
of Boston, would be most suitable, not only in providing
a proper setting and approach, but also in bestowing
upon the subject portrayed the most signal honor,
which the commission believed to be his due because of
the high and distinguished place he had filled in the
Commonwealth in time of war and of peace. It was
this latter consideration which prompted the commission to reach the decision to recommend that this memorial be located on the grounds of the State House, in front
of the west wing, in a position symmetrically corresponding to that now occupied by the statue of General
Hooker in front of the east wing. It is the opinion of
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this commission that this site is indeed the place of
honor for a statue of a distinguished soldier and citizen
of Massachusetts; and a place which no other can
occupy with greater honor.
Furthermore, it was borne in mind that most parades
of a military or patriotic character pass this point and
are reviewed from a stand near by by the Governor of
the Commonwealth. It was felt that inspiration might
well be drawn by future generations from a figure here
of Massachusetts’ outstanding soldier in the World War.

A dditional Investigation.
One other result of the investigation of the commission
was found to be of great importance. A feeling, already
existent in the minds of the members of the commission,
was emphasized by almost all who expressed an opinion
as to the type which the memorial should take. This
was that in erecting a memorial to the late General
Edwards, recognition should be made of the peculiarly
humane qualities which he possessed, and the unusual
degree of mutual understanding which always existed
between him and the men of his command; in other
virwords, his virtues as well as his achievements,
tues which were peculiarly his. So general was this feeling that this commission could not in justice recommend
the erection of a memorial which should not in some
way either portray or symbolize these attributes of
character. The proposed method by which this object
can be attained will be found under the definite recommendations of this commission.
Although not committing itself irrevocably at an early
date to the project outlined above, the commission felt
justified in assuming that such would be its recommendation, and proceeded upon further investigation and
research to determine what more definite suggestions
would be of the greatest assistance to the General Court
in causing such a memorial to be erected in a manner
to reflect credit upon the Commonwealth. This research consisted, in large measure, of consultation with
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the Massachusetts Art Commission, the members of
which gave freely of their time in order to avail the
commission of their expert knowledge. The art editors
of the prominent Boston newspapers were also consulted, and their advice proved to be of considerable
value.
At various times the commission interviewed twentytwo sculptors, nearly all of them Massachusetts men
or women, and visited the studios of most of those who
practiced in this State, there viewing, samples of their
work, both in itself and in photographs. Some of these
sculptors, of their own accord, submitted sketch models
of parts or a whole of the proposed memorial as outlined to them by the commission, and these models
Many weeks were
were viewed by the commission.
to
determine
the best method
spent
thus
in attempting
of achieving the desired result, in order that that method
might be recommended to the General Court as the
seasoned judgment of this commission. The members
of the commission, in this research, did not rely solely
on the critical ability of its own members, but asked
the advice of the Massachusetts Art Commission and
the National Sculpture Society. No sculptor who asked
consideration was denied an equal opportunity for a
hearing and an exhibit of his work.
The sculptors themselves, as well as the Art Commission, were practically unanimous in advising the
commission against recommending an open competition
for the selection of a sculptor, stating that such competitions failed to attract artists of the first rank. On the
other hand, the commission did not feel justified in
recommending to the General Court the name of one
single artist to be employed in the creation of the proposed memorial, believing that some form of competition
would provide the opportunity for several sculptors of
high standing to exert their greatest efforts and thus
insure the Commonwealth of the finest possible work
of art.
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Expenditures.
This commission was authorized to expend the sum
of $2,000. It has expended less than $l,OOO ($970.92
to date), and with one or two small bills outstanding
the final total will not be in excess of this amount ($1,000),
the remainder to revert to the State.
Recommendations
%

1. Form and Sit

This commission respectfully and unanimously recommends that necessary legislation be enacted to cause to
be designed, executed and erected, on a site in front of
the west wing of the Massachusetts State House, facing
Beacon Street, Boston, and on a spot symmetrical!}
corresponding to that now occupied by the equestrian
tatue of General Hooker, in front of the east wing, a
late Maior-General
Clarence R. Edwards, to be approximately the same
;er statue, said statue to be mounted on
pedestal of granite or other suitable stone, of kind,
design specified by the sculptor
lor, dir
w
he memorial, the whole
It

is

further

recom-
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2. Execution.
It is further respectfully recommended that legislation
be enacted empowering the Governor of the Commonwealth to appoint an unpaid commission comprised of
five citizens of Massachusetts to carry out the recommendations of this commission, referred to hereinafter
as the commission of execution, with authority to expend a sum not greater than $2,250. (See No. 8.)

3.

Selection of Sculptor.

It is further respectfully recommended that a sculptor
shall be chosen in the following manner to design and
execute this memorial. The commission appointed to
execute these recommendations (referred to in No. 2
above) shall, upon its appointment and the receipt of
information that funds have been made available for
the prosecution of the work, issue official invitations to
five sculptors, named herein, to enter into a competition
in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
National Sculpture Society, except that a jury of award
shall be constituted as described herein.
The five sculptors whose work and professional standing entitle them, in the opinion of this commission, to
the

opportunity

of competing

are:

T
nonymou

tions. If requ
thev shall also be required to submit a model of i
head of General Edwards. I
k
um of $750
th
totalling $3,750), as recommended under No. 8, “Ap!
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propriation.” The models shall remain the'property of
the respective competitors. No others shall compete.
From these models, that which displays the greatest
merit, in point of physical likeness, suitability and
artistic quality shall be decided by a jury of seven. This
jury shall consist of the five members of the commission
of execution and two disinterested sculptors of ability
and repute to be named, upon request, by the National
Sculpture Society.

4. Award of Contract.
The sculptor whose model is thus awarded first place
shall be commissioned by the Commonwealth to design
and execute the proposed memorial under the direction
of the commission of execution, the sum of $50,000 to
be paid him, in fractional amounts, according to the
practice of the profession, the final payment upon
or shortly following
the completion of the work and
its acceptance by the Commonwealth. The sculptor is
to pay for all material and all work of all kinds in connection with the memorial, including the foundation
and erection of pedestal or base, whether the work of
himself or others. The jury of award shall have the
authority to reject all models it sees fit.
5.

Time.

It is further respectfully recommended that the sculptors engaging in competition be allowed a period of not
less than six months to prepare their models for exhibition and judging, and that the sculptor selected and
authorized to carry out the completed memorial be
granted a period of two years from the date of his authorization to complete or cause to be completed all
parts of the memorial, unless his progress shall have
been delayed by any act or omission on the part of the
Commonwealth, in which case he shall be granted as
much additional time as he was forced to lose by the
delay.
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Architect.

It is further respectfully recommended that the sculptor chosen and authorized to carry out this memorial
shall be authorized and instructed to select an architect,
and in addition, if he deems it necessary, a landscape
architect, but he (the sculptor) shall be responsible for
the work of all those with whom he shall collaborate
or who shall work under his direction. ■ The sculptor
shall also make the choice of the bronze founders who
shall cast the statue.
7.

Insurance.

The Commonwealth shall, of course, protect its interests against possible losses due to death or incapacity
of the sculptor, unsatisfactory conclusion of the woi’k,
or other cause.
8.

Appropriation.

This commission, after due inquiry, respectfully recommends that the sum of $56,000 be appropriated by the
General Court to defray all costs of the design, execution, erection and entire completion of this memorial,
to be expended as follows:
(a) Payment to sculptor, including all material supplied by,
or work done by, either himself or others in completing
the memorial

(see

No.

4)

150,000

(6) Honorarium to five sculptors engaging in competition
(see

No. 3)
(c) Expenses of commission of execution (see No. 2) not more

3,750

than

2,250

Respectfully submitted,
CHAS. H. COLE.
SHERMAN H. BOWLES.
BENJAMIN JAMES.
JAMES P. ROSE.
RICHARD F. PAUL.
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Clic Commontucaltli of Massachusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act providing for the Erection on the State House
Grounds of an Equestrian Statue of the Late MajorGeneral Clarence R. Edwards.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
1
-2

3
4

5
6
7
8
-9
-10
11

12

13
14

-15

An unpaid commission of five persons, to be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent
of the council, is hereby established for the purpose
of causing to be designed, executed and erected, on
the state house grounds, in substantial compliance
with the recommendations contained in the report
of the special commission established by chapter
seven of the resolves of nineteen hundred and thirtyone, an equestrian statue in bronze of the late MajorGeneral Clarence R. Edwards, the same to be placed
on a site approved by the governor and council in
front of the westerly wing of the state house. For
the said purposes, the commission may expend such
sums, not exceeding in the aggregate fifty-six thousand dollars, as may be appropriated.
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