
SENATE 50
To accompany the petition of James J. Twohig that the registering

of bets and the buying and selling of pools in respect to horse racing
be legalized on condition that a percentage of the winnings or proceeds
is contributed toward the cost of providing old age assistance. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act legalizing the Registering of Bets and the
Buying and Selling of Pools in Respect to Horse
Racing on Condition that a Percentage of the
Winnings or Proceeds is contributed toward the
Cost of providing Old Age Assistance.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section seventeen of chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-one of the GeneralLaws, as amended by
3 chapter three hundred and fifteen of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and twenty-two, is hereby
5 further amended by adding at the end thereof
6 the following: This section shall not apply to
7 the registering of bets, or the buying or selling of
8 pools, upon the result of the racing of horses or
9 to the business of registering such bets or of buy-

-10 ing or selling such pools, provided that an
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11 amount equal to ten per cent of the proceeds
12 thereof is paid into a special fund in the treasury
13 of the commonwealth to be expended for the
14 purpose of administering the provisions of chap-
-15 ter one hundred and eighteen A, ■— so as to read
16 as follows: Section 17. Whoever keeps a build-
-17 ing or room, or any part thereof, or occupies, or
18 is found in, any place, way, public or private,
19 park or parkway, or any open space, public or
20 private, or any portion thereof, with apparatus,
21 books or any device, for registering bets, or buy-
-22 ing or selling pools, upon the result of a trial or
23 contest of skill, speed or endurance of man, beast,
24 bird or machine, or upon the result of a game,
25 competition, political nomination, appointment
26 or election, or whoever is present in such place,
27 way, park or parkway, or any such open space,
28 or any portion thereof, engaged in such business
29 or employment; or, being such keeper, occupant,
30 person found or person present, as aforesaid, reg-
-31 isters such bets, or buys or sells such pools, or is
32 concerned in buying or selling the same; or, being
33 the owner, lessee or occupant of a building or
34 room, or part thereof, or private grounds, know-
-35 ingly permits the same to be used or occupied for
36 any such purpose, or therein keeps, exhibits,
37 uses or employs, or knowingly permits to be
38 therein kept, exhibited, used or employed, any
39 device or apparatus for registering such bets, or
40 for buying or selling such pools, or whoever
41 becomes the custodian or depositary for hire,
42 reward, commission or compensation in any
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43 manner, of any pools, money, property or thing
44 of value, in any manner staked or bet upon such
45 result, shall be punished by a fine of not more than
46 two thousand dollars or by imprisonment for
47 not more than one year. This section shall not
48 apply to the registering of bets, or the buying or
49 selling of pools, upon the result of the racing of
50 horses or to the business of registering such bets
51 or of buying or selling such pools, provided that
52 an amount equal to ten per cent of the proceeds
53 thereof is paid into a special fund in the treasury
54 of the commonwealth to be expended for the
55 purpose of administering the provisions of chapter
56 one hundred and eighteen A.




