
Senate, March 15, 1932.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred
so much of the recommendations of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth (House, No. 150) as relates to designa-
tion of presidential candidates on ballots used at primary
elections for choice of presidential electors (House, No.
155), report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 309).

For the committee,

JAMES G. MORAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act relative to Election of Presidential Electors
and to Designation on Ballots of Presidential
Candidates.

1 Section 1. Chapter fifty-four of the General
2 Laws, as amended in section forty-three by chap-
-3 ter thirty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 twenty-five, is hereby further amended by strik-
-5 ing out said section and inserting in place thereof
6 the following:
7 Section 43■ The names of the candidates for
8 presidential electors shall not be printed on the
9 ballot, but in lieu thereof the surnames of the

10 candidates of each party for president and vice
11 president shall be printed thereon in one line
12 under the designation “Electors of president and
13 vice president” and arranged in the alphabetical
14 order of the surnames of the candidates for
15 president, with the political designation of the
16 party placed at the right of and in the same line
17 with the surnames. A sufficient square in which
18 each voter may designate by a cross (X) his
19 choice for electors shall be left at the right of
20 each political designation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. Said chapter fifty-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section seventy-
-3 eight and inserting in place thereof the following:—
4 Section 78. A voter may vote for an entire
5 group of candidates duly nominated for presi-
-6 dential electors by making a cross (X) in the
7 square at the right of the party or political desig-
-8 nation appearing on the ballot at the right of
9 the names of the candidates for president and

10 vice president for whom such candidates for
11 electors are nominated; and the making of a
12 cross as aforesaid shall be deemed and taken as
13 a vote for such candidates for presidential
14 electors.

1 Section 3. Section one hundred and fifty-
-2 one of said chapter fifty-four is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “commonwealth” in
4 the fifth line the words: —in the manner and
5 with the effect provided by section seventy-eight,
6 —so as to read as follows: Section 161. At
7 the biennial state election in each year in which
8 presidential electors are required to be elected, a
9 number of electors, equal to the whole number

10 of senators and representatives in congress to
11 which the commonwealth is entitled, shall be
12 chosen by the voters of the commonwealth in the
13 manner and with the effect provided by section
14 seventy-eight.

1 Section 4. Section eight of chapter fifty-
-2 three of the General Laws is hereby amended by
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3 striking out, in the tenth line, the word “may”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word:
o shall, so that the first paragraph of said sec-
-6 tion will read as follows: All certificates of
7 nomination and nomination papers shall, in
8 addition to the names of candidates, specify as
9 to each, (1) his residence, with street and num-

10 her, if any, (2) the office for which he is nomi-
ll nated, and (3), except as otherwise provided in
12 this section and in city charters, the party or
13 political principle which he represents, expressed
14 in not more than three words. Certificates of
15 nomination made by convention or caucus shall
16 also state what provision, if any, was made for
17 filling vacancies caused by the death, withdrawal
18 or ineligibility of candidates. The names of the
19 candidates for president and vice president of the
20 United States shall be added to the party or
21 political designation of the candidates for presi-
-22 dential electors. To the name of each candidate
23 for alderman at large shall be added the number
24 of the ward in which he resides.


