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Senate, March 31, 1932.

The committee on Bills in the Third Reading, to which
was referred the Bill to prevent misrepresentation and
fraud in the sale, by a public auction, of gold, silver or
plated ware, stones, precious or otherwise, watches,
clocks, jewelry, bric-a-brac, crockery, glassware, art
goods or leather goods, or articles or goods represented
as such (Senate, No. 183), reports recommending that
the same be amended by substituting therefore a new
draft entitled “An Act to prevent Misrepresentation and
Fraud in the Sale by Public Auction of Jewelry and Cer-
tain Other Personal Property” (Senate, No. 342), and
that, when so amended, the same will be correctly drawn.

For the committee,

EDWARD H. NUTTING.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Two.

An Act to prevent Misrepresentation and Fraud in the
Sale by Public Auction of Jewelry and Certain Other
Personal Property.

1 Section 1. Section five of chapter one hundred of
2 the General Laws, as amended by chapter one hun-
-3 dred and twenty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and twenty-one, is hereby further amended by strik-
-5 ing out, in the second line, the wr ord “eight” and
6 inserting in place thereof the word: fourteen,
7 so as to read as follows: Section 5. An auctioneer,
8 except as provided in section fourteen or in section
9 twenty-nine of chapter one hundred and one, may sell

10 real or personal property by public auction in any
11 place within his county and, when employed by
12 others, may sell such property in any place within
13 the commonwealth, if such sale is made where such
14 property is situated and in accordance with such con-
-15 ditions relative to the hours and places of selling
16 goods and chattels in the town of sale as the licensing
17 authority thereof deems expedient; provided, that
18 such personal property does not consist of goods, wares
19 or merchandise which have been brought into a town
20 by persons engaged in the business of traveling and
21 carrying stocks of goods, wares or merchandise from
22 one town to another within the commonwealth for

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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23 the purpose of selling the same by auction. An
24 auctioneer selling by auction in a town where he is
25 not authorized to sell shall forfeit fifty dollars. If an

26 auctioneer makes a sale by auction at a time or place
27 in a town not authorized by the licensing authority
28 thereof he shall be liable to like penalties as if he had
29 sold without a license.

1 Section 2. Said chapter one hundred is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section fourteen,
3 inserted by chapter three hundred and thirty-one of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-five, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following:
6 Section 14- Except as hereinafter provided, no
7 person shall conduct or maintain an establishment
8 where any gold, silver or plated ware, stones, precious
9 or otherwise, watches, clocks, jewelry, bric-a-brac,

10 crockery, glassware, art goods or leather goods, or
11 articles or goods represented as such, are sold at
12 auction unless he is licensed to conduct or maintain
13 the same by the licensing authority. Every applica-
-14 tion for such a license shall contain the name and place
15 of residence of the applicant, a description of the
16 premises whereon the applicant intends to conduct or
17 maintain such an establishment, the name of the
18 owner of said premises and a detailed inventory of
19 the articles or goods intended to be sold under the
20 license, and no articles or goods except those de-
-21 scribed in the application shall be sold thereunder.
22 The license shall be expressed to be and shall be sub-
-23 ject to such reasonable conditions as to the hours of
24 keeping open such an establishment as the licensing
25 authority may prescribe. No person licensed here-
-26 under shall conduct or maintain such an establish-



SENATE No. 342. [Apr.4

I

£

27 ment in any place other than that set forth in the
28 license. Every license granted hereunder shall expire
29 thirty days from its date, but the licensing authorit
30 upon application therefor may grant a renewal of
31 such license for an additional thirty days for the
32 purpose of enabling the licensee to complete the sale

33 of any unsold goods described in the original applies
34 tion, and the fee for each such license or renewal
35 thereof shall be ten dollars, which shall accompany
36 the application therefor. No person shall act as
37 auctioneer in the sale of goods authorized to be sold
38 in pursuance of a license or renewal thereof issued
39 under this section unless he is the holder of an auc
40 tioneer’s license in full force and effect granted under
41 section two by the licensing authority of the town
42 wherein such goods are so authorized to be sold;
43 provided, that such authority may, upon granting a
44 license or renewal thereof to conduct or maintain an
45 establishment hereunder, upon payment of a fee of
46 two dollars, issue a permit authorizing any suitable
47 person holding a license under section two to act as
48 auctioneer in the sale at such establishment of the
49 goods to which the license relates. Such a permit
50 shall expire with such license or renewal and shall be
51 subject to revocation in the same manner as a license
52 granted under section two. A person acting as auc-
-53 tioneer under authority of such a permit shall be
54 subject to all the provisions of this chapter, so far as
55 apt, applicable to auctioneers and to the penalties
56 prescribed therein for violation thereof. This section
57 shall not apply to establishments whose principal
58 business, as finally determined by the licensing
59 authority, is the sale at auction of property other
60 than the articles or goods hereinbefore specified.



1932.] SENATE No. 342. O

I

1 Section 3. Said chapter one hundred is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section sixteen, in-
-3 sorted by said chapter three hundred and thirty-one,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following;
5 Section 16. The licensing authority may revoke a
6 license to conduct or maintain an establishment,
7 issued under section fourteen, after notice to the
8 licensee and reasonable opportunity for him to be
9 heard, upon satisfactory proof that he has violated
10 or permitted a violation of any condition thereof, or
11 of any provision of any law, by-law or ordinance.
12 If the license is revoked, the licensee shall be dis-
-13 qualified to receive a like license for one year after
14 the date of revocation.
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