
SENATE 304

To accompany the petition of Frank Hurley for legislation to
enlarge the rights and privileges of the innocent party to a marriage
declared void because of the prior marriage of either party thereto.
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act enlarging the Rights and Privileges of the
Innocent Party to a Marriage declared void
because of the Prior Marriage of Either Party
Thereto.

1 Chapter two hundred and seven of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section seventeen, as appearing in the Tercen-
-4 tenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 Section 17. If a marriage is declared void
7 by reason of a prior marriage of either party
8 and the court finds that the second marriage
9 was contracted with the full belief of the party

10 who was capable of contracting the second mar-
-11 riage that the former husband or wife was dead,
12 or that the former marriage was void, or that a

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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13 divorce had been decreed leaving the party to
14 the former marriage free to marry again, such
15 finding shall be stated in the decree, and the
16 issue of the second marriage, if born or begotten
17 before the second marriage was declared void,
18 shall be the legitimate issue of the parent cap-
-19 able of contracting the marriage and such last
20 mentioned parent shall have and may exercise
21 the same rights and privileges as would be ac-
-22 corded to him or her in proceedings for separate
23 support.


