
No. 351SENATE
To accompany the petition of William F. McCarty for legislation

to regulate the finance commission of the city of Boston. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Six.

An Act relating to the Finance Commission of the City
of Boston.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this resolve
2 would cause substantial inconvenience, therefore it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
4 for the immediate preservation of the public con-
-5 venience.

1 Section 1. The term of office of the chairman and
2 members for the time being of the finance commission
3 of the city of Boston, appointed pursuant to section
4 seventeen of chapter four hundred and eighty-six
5 of the acts of nineteen hundred and nine, shall
6 expire on the twentieth day after this act becomes
7 effective, and the conditions created by said section
8 shall then cease to exist. In place thereof the governor,
9 with the advice and consent of the council, shall

10 forthwith appoint a finance commission in the manner
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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11 provided in said section seventeen, as amended by
12 section two of this act.

1 Section 2. Said section seventeen of chapter four
2 hundred and eighty :six of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and nine is hereby amended by striking out said
4 section and inserting in place thereof the following
5 new section:
6 ,Section 17. The governor, with the advice and
7 consent of the council, shall appoint a finance com-
-8 mission to consist of three persons, inhabitants of
9 and qualified voters of the city of Boston, in their

10 initial appointments, one to serve for a term of six
11 years, one for a term of four years, and one for a term
12 of two years from the first day of April, nineteen
13 hundred and thirty-six. The governor shall designate
14 one of the members as chairman. Upon the expiration
15 of the term of office of a member, his successor shall
16 be appointed in the manner aforesaid for six years.
17 The chairman shall receive a salary of five thousand
18 dollars and each other member shall receive a salary
19 of four thousand dollars, which shall be paid in
20 monthly installments by the city of Boston. Vacancies
21 in the commission shall be filled for the unexpired
22 term by the governor, with the advice and consent of
23 the council. The members of said commission may
24 be removed by the governor, with the advice and
25 consent of the council, for such cause as he shall
26 deem sufficient. The majority of the members of the
27 commission shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
-28 action of its business, and a vacancy in the commis-
-29 sion shall not impair its powers or affect its duties.

1 Section 3. The commission created by section
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2 two of this act shall have all the powers and shall
3 perform the duties of the commission as hitherto
4 existing under said section seventeen of chapter four
5 hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen hun-
-6 dred and nine.

1 Section 4. The commission as herein established
2 is hereby directed to make a study of the structure,
3 finances, powers and administration of the govern-
-4 ment of the city of Boston and the county of Suffolk,
5 for the purpose of determining what changes therein
6 shall be made in the public interest. The commission
7 shall consider the government of the city and the
8 government of the county in their relation one to the
9 other as well as the relation of each to the government

10 of the commonwealth, and shall investigate the
11 possibility of greater economy and efficiency in ad-
-12 ministration by the consolidation of departments,
13 both of the city and the county, and by a reallocation
14 of department officials and government functions
15 among the city, the county and the commonwealth,
16 so as to avoid duplication of effort and expense.
17 In connection with such study, the commission
18 is directed to consider, among other things, and
19 without limiting the generality of the foregoing pro-

-20 visions, what changes should be made in the statutes
21 relating to the city of Boston or to the county of
22 Suffolk, or in the General Laws, and what new pro-
-23 visions may be necessary, with respect to the follow-
-24 ing matters:
25 (a) The powers and duties, the methods of election
26 of appointment and the terms of office of the mayor,
27 the city council and the school committee.
28 (b) The commission shall also determine to what
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29 extent it is advisable to provide for the removal of the
30 mayor, the members of the city council and other
31 officials by appropriate procedure.
32 The commission shall report to the general court
33 the results of its investigations and its recommenda-
-34 tions, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
35 carry its recommendations into effect, by filing the
36 same with the clerk of the house of representatives
37 not later than December fifteenth, nineteen hundred
38 and thirty-six. The commission may make such pre-
-39 liminary reports and recommendations, prior to the
40 filing of its report, as it deems expedient.


