
To accompany the petition of P. Eugene Casey that provision be
made for the appointment of a public attorney to prosecute and
defend changes in rates announced by public service corporations.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Sev

An Act providing for the Appointment of a Public At-
torney to Prosecute and Defend Changes in Rates
announced by Public Service Corporations.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

SENATE .... No. 58

CJje Commontocaltb of epassadjusetts

1 Chapter six of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 adding after section fifty-two, as inserted by chapter
4 four hundred and seventy-five, section two of the
5 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, the follow-
-6 ing new sections:
7 Section 53. There shall be an officer to be known
8 as a public attorney, in the department of public
9 utilities who shall be appointed by the governor,

10 with the advice and consent of the council, for a
11 period of five years, at such salary, not exceeding
12 five thousand dollars, as the governor and council
13 shall determine. He shall devote his whole time to
14 the duties of his office.
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15 Section 5J+. It shall be the function and duty of
16 said public attorney to prosecute and defend pro-
-17 ceedings before said board of public utilities on all
18 matters involving changes of rates, for the use of gas,
19 electricity or telephone service, by any public service
20 corporation doing business in the commonwealth.
21 Section 55. The defence and prosecution of all
22 such matters shall be undertaken, only after petition
23 has been instituted and signed by ten taxpayers
24 within ten days after a change of rates has been an-
-25 nounced by any such public service corporation.
26 Section 56. No person shall be eligible for appoint-
-27 ment as said public attorney who is not an attorney
28 at law, and who has not resided in the commonwealth
29 for at least two years immediately prior to said ap-
-30 pointment, and who has not been a member of the
31 Massachusetts bar for at least five years immediately
32 prior to said appointment.
33 Section 57. Said public attorney shall be provided
34 with a suitable office or offices, and the expenses of
35 maintaining said office shall be paid out of the treas-
-36 ury of the commonwealth.
37 Section 58. Said public attorney shall keep a rec-
-38 ord of all matters he may be called upon to defend
39 or prosecute and note the dispositions thereof. He
40 shall submit an annual report to the governor.


