
SENATE 59

To accompany the petition of Donald W. Nicholson for legislation
to require the approval of the General Court of rules and regulations
of various State departments, commissions, boards and officials.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act requiring Approval of the General Court of Rules
and Regulations of Various State Departments, Com-
missions, Boards and Officials.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty-seven of chapter thirty
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “until” in the eighth line the words: finally ap-
-5 proved by the general court and, so as to read as
6 follows: Section 37. Every department, commis-
-7 sion, board or official vested by law with the power to
8 make and issue rules or regulations general in scope,
9 and to be observed or performed under penalty for the

10 violation thereof, shall file attested copies thereof,
11 together with a citation of the law by authority of
12 which the same purport to have been issued, with the
13 state secretary, and such rules or regulations, whether
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14 or not they require the approval of the governor and
15 council, or other authority, before taking effect, shall
16 not take effect until finally approved by the general
17 court and so filed. The foregoing provision shall not
18 apply to rules or regulations issued by commissions,
19 boards or officials of towns, or to municipal ordinances
20 or by-laws, or to rules or regulations affecting solely
21 the internal management or discipline of a depart-
-22 ment, commission, board or office, nor to orders or
23 decrees made in specific cases within the jurisdiction
24 of a department, commission, board or official. The
25 state secretary shall file and index all rules and regula-
-26 tions filed with him hereunder, noting and keeping
27 available such references to preceding rules and regu-
-28 lations as may be necessary for certification purposes.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect December
2 first of the current year.


