
SENATE 75

ADDRESS TO THE MASSACHUSETTS SENATE
BY PRESIDENT SAMUEL H. WRAGG AT THE
OPENING OF THE 1937 SESSION.

Fellow Senator

I deeply appreciate the honor you have conferred upon
me by electing me to be your presiding officer. Aware of
the obligations incumbent upon me, I assume the duties,
ready to discharge them according to the best of my
ability.

As I have stated elsewhere publicly, I am of the strong
conviction that the outstanding goals which this Legis-
lature should strive to attain are the restoration of dignity
and efficiency to our State Government and sane legisla-
tion bearing on expenditures and taxation.

I feel confident that the Senators generally begin this
session in accord with me on the main objectives. By
attaining those goals we will, as I interpret the results of
the last election, comply with the emphatic demand of the
citizens for decorum in government and the elimination
of needless expenditures of their money.

I am satisfied that my legislative record for the past
several years has shown me to be a strong advocate of
the pay-as-you-go policy in government and of so-called
local home rule. By adhering to those convictions in my
leadership of the Senate I feel certain that I shall be keep-
ing faith not only with my own constituency but also with
the electorate at large.
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It will be my aim at all times to preside over your delib-
erations fairly and impartially and with the determination
that the traditional dignity of this body shall be re-
established.

In behalf of the returning Senators and as your Presi-
dent, I cordially welcome the new Senators. I have no
hesitancy in assuring you that you may expect hearty
co-operation from your older colleagues in acquainting
yourselves with your new duties.

It seems timely to call to the attention of the members
the advantages of the State Library which will be found
rich in references for research, especially in connection
with the duties on the several committees. Earnest and
efficient work in committees is urged as a primary essential
for a session of real accomplishment, for the committees
carry the heaviest part of the legislative burden.

It is the hope of your President that we can restrict
ourselves to legislation for which there appears to be good
reason or for which there is an obviously strong public
sentiment. It is plainly our duty to discriminate between
good and bad legislation, to strive for legislation of quality,
not quantity. By that attainment we can do much to
assure a short session which will be welcome not only to
members of the General Court but to the citizens as a
whole.

With the same measure of sincerity in which I thank
you for the trust that you have placed in me today, I ask
your co-operation in what I pledge to be my constant
endeavor to have the Senate win the respect of the public
and make the session a real benefit to all the citizens of
the Commonwealth.


