
SENATE . . . . No. 114
To accompany the petition of P. Eugene Casey that provision be

made for the hospitalization and expense of pregnant female prisoners.
Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven

An Act providing for the Hospitalization and Expense of
Pregnant Female Prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section one hundred and eighteen of
2 chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the Gen-
-3 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 is hereby amended by striking out, in the fifth line,
5 the words “a hospital” and inserting in place thereof
6 the following: the hospital nearest the institution
7 where the prisoner is confined, but in no case shall a
8 prisoner be removed to the state infirmary or to any
9 penal or reformatory institution for the purpose of

10 giving birth, so as to read as follows: Section 118.
11 Whenever it appears that a female under sentence in
12 any prison is about to give birth to a child during her
13 term of imprisonment, the physician of the prison
14 where she is held shall send to the commissioner a cer-
-15 tificate of her condition, and he shall thereupon order
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16 her removal to the hospital nearest the institution
17 where the prisoner is confined, but in no case shall a
18 prisoner be removed to the state infirmary or to any
19 penal or reformatory institution for the purpose of
20 giving birth. A prisoner so removed shall be kept in
21 such hospital until the physician thereof shall certify
22 to said commissioner that she may safely be removed,
23 whereupon the commissioner shall issue an order for
24 her return to prison.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twenty-
-2 seven of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting
4 after section one hundred and eighteen the following
5 new section:
6 Section 118A. The expense of removing a female
7 prisoner for the purpose of giving birth to a child, and
8 all hospital expenses incidental thereto shall be paid
9 by the county in which is located the institution from

10 which she was removed. All such expenses for re-

-11 moving a female prisoner from a state institution for
12 the purpose of giving birth shall be paid by the
13 commonwealth.


