
No. 126SENATE
To accompany the petition of Charles B. Jordan that provision

be made for the establishment of a State agency to carry out certain
purposes of the Federal Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment
Act. Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act designating the Massachusetts State College as
the Agency of the Commonwealth to carry out Cer-
tain Purposes specified in the Act of Congress known
as the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act,
and establishing the Powers and Duties of Such
Agent.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts state college, here-
-2 inafter called the college, is hereby designated, sub-
-3 ject to the approval of the secretary of agriculture
4 of the United States, as the agency of the common-
-5 wealth to carry out certain purposes of the act of
6 congress known as the Soil Conservation and Do-
-7 mestic Allotment Act, as amended, hereinafter called
8 the federal act, and to administer any state plan or
9 plans authorized by this act which shall be approved

10 for this commonwealth by said secretary pursuant
11 to the provisions of said federal act. In carrying out
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12 any provisions of this act the college shall act through
13 the board of trustees referred to in section twenty
14 of chapter fifteen of the General Laws, unless other-
-15 wise specifically provided in this act.

1 Section 2. The college is hereby authorized, em-
-2 powered and directed to formulate and to submit to
3 said secretary, in conformity with the provisions of
4 said federal act, a state plan or plans for each calen-
-5 dar year beginning with the year nineteen hundred
6 and thirty-eight. The college shall also appoint a
7 committee, to be called the state committee, a ma-
-8 jority of the members of which shall be farmers, the
9 numerical membership, terms and duties of which

10 committee shall be subject to the control of said
11 secretary. The commissioner of agriculture shall be
12 a member, ex officio, of said committee. The college
13 shall administer said plan or plans with the advice
14 of said committee.
15 It shall be the purpose of every such plan to pro-
-16 mote such utilization of land and such farming prac-
-17 tices as the college shall find will tend, in conjunction
18 with the operation of such other plans as may be
19 approved by such other states and by said secretary,
20 to (1) preserve and improve soil fertility; (2) pro-
-21 mote the economic use of land; (3) diminish the ex-
-22 ploitation and wasteful and unscientific use of na-

-23 tional soil resources; and (4) re-establish and main-
-24 tain the ratio between the purchasing power of the
25 net income per person on farms and of the net income
26 per person not on farms, as more particularly set
27 forth in section seven (a) of said federal act.
28 Every such plan shall provide for adjustments in
29 the utilization of land and in farming practices,
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30 either through agreements with producers or through
31 other voluntary methods, and for benefit payments
32 in connection therewith; and also for such methods
33 of administration as are not in conflict with any law
34 of this commonwealth and for such reports as said
35 secretary deems necessary for the effective adminis-
-36 tration of any such plan and for ascertaining whether
37 it is being carried out according to its terms.

1 Section 3. The commonwealth hereby signifies
2 its acceptance of the annual grants of money made
3 or to be made by the federal government under any
4 provision of said federal act, as amended, and the
5 state treasurer is hereby designated as the agency
6 for the commonwealth to receive such grants annu-
-7 ally or otherwise as determined by said secretary.
8 Said state treasurer shall hold all moneys so received
9 subject to disposition by the college as hereinafter

10 provided. The college, acting through its trustees,
11 is hereby authorized to use and expend such funds
12 in accordance with the pertinent provisions of said
13 federal act and in furtherance of the purposes and
14 objects therein set forth.

1 Section 4. In carrying out the provisions of any
2 such plan the college, with the advice of the state
3 committee, may employ such agents or agencies, and
4 may establish such agencies, as it may deem neces-
-5 sary; may co-operate with local and state agencies
6 and with agencies of other states and of the federal
7 government; may conduct research and educational
8 activities in connection with the formulation and
9 operation of any such plan; and may enter into

10 agreements with producers, and provide by other
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11 voluntary methods, for adjustments in the utiliza-
-12 tion of land and in farming practices, and for pay-
-13 ments in connection therewith in amounts which the
14 college, with like advice, determines to be fair and
15 reasonable.

1 Section 5. For the purpose of carrying out any
2 such plan, the college may delegate any of the pow-
-3 ers herein conferred upon it to such agent or agents,
4 agency or agencies, as it, with the approval of said
5 secretary, may designate.

1 Section 6. The college shall annually render to
2 the governor and to the general court a report of its
3 doings under authority of this act, covering its ad-
-4 ministration of each such plan and all operations
5 thereunder, including every expenditure of federal
6 funds. Such report shall be subject to section six of
7 chapter five of the General Laws.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect on January
2 first, nineteen hundred and thirty-eight.


