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To accompany the petition of Charles G. Miles for legislation to

provide the death penalty for the crime of kidnapping committed with
intent to extort. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act providing the Death Penalty for the Crime of
Kidnapping committed with Intent to Extort.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-six of chapter two hundred and
2 sixty-five of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by chapter one of the acts of nineteen hun-
-4 dred and thirty-four, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the fifteenth and sixteenth lines, the
6 words “be punished by imprisonment in the state
7 prison for life or for any term of years” and by in-
-8 sorting in place thereof the words; suffer the
9 punishment of death, —so as to read as follows:

10 Section 26. Whoever, without lawful authority,
11 forcibly or secretly confines or imprisons another
12 person within this commonwealth against his will,
13 or forcibly carries or sends such person out of this
14 commonwealth, or forcibly seizes and confines or
15 inveigles or kidnaps another person, with intent
16 either to cause him to be secretly confined or im-
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17 prisoned in this commonwealth against his will, or
18 to cause him to be sent out of this commonwealth
19 against his will or in any way held to service against
20 his will, shall be punished by imprisonment in the
21 state prison for not more than ten years or by a fine
22 of not more than one thousand dollars and imprison-
-23 ment in jail for not more than two years. Whoever
24 commits any offence described in this section with
25 the intent to extort money or other valuable thing
26 thereby shall suffer the punishment of death.


