
SENATE .... No. 194

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Academy of Podi-
atry, Inc., and the Massachusetts Chiropody Association, by Dr.
Thomas J. Carleton and another, for the establishment of a board of
registration in chiropody (podiatry) and regulating the practice of
said profession. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act establishing a Board of Registration in Chiropody
(Podiatry) and regulating the Practice of Said Profes-
sion.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section twelve,
3 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the follow-
-4 ing three new sections, under the following heading:
5 BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN CHIROPODY (PODIATRY)
6 Section 12A. There shall be a board of registration
7 in chiropody (podiatry), to be appointed by the gov-
-8 ernor, with the advice and consent of the council, in
9 this and the two following sections called the board,

10 consisting of five members, citizens of the common-
-11 wealth, four of whom shall have had at least seven
12 years of practice in chiropody (podiatry) in this com-
-13 monwealth. The fifth member shall be a registered
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14 physician who shall have had at least seven years of
15 practice in medicine in this commonwealth. Not
16 more than two members of the board shall at one
17 time be members of the same society composed of
18 chiropodists (podiatrists). No member of the board
19 shall be connected in any way with a school of chi-

-20 ropody (podiatry) or be financially interested in any
21 manufacturing, wholesale or retail business, pertain-
-22 ing to chiropody (podiatry) in any form whatsoever.
23 As the term of a member expires, his successor shall
24 be appointed by the governor, with like advice and
25 consent, to serve for five years.
26 Section 128 The board shall hold regular meet-
-27 ings on the second Tuesdays of AI arch, July and No-
-28 vember in each year, and additional meetings at such
29 times and places as it may determine. At the regular
30 meeting in July, it shall organize by electing a chair-
-31 man and secretary, who shall be members of the
32 board, and who shall hold their respective offices for
33 one year. Three members of the board shall consti-
-34 tute a quorum for the transaction of business.
35 Section 12C. There shall be paid by the common-
-36 wealth to the secretary of the board a salary of
37 dollars, and his necessary expenses in-
-38 curred in the discharge of his official duties, and to
39 each of the other members thereof a salary of one

40 hundred and fifty dollars per annum, and his neces-
-41 sary expenses so incurred; provided, that the salaries
42 and expenses of the members of the board, and the
43 expenses of the board, shall not be in excess of the
44 receipts for registration and from other sources re-

-45 ceived by the state treasurer from the board.

1 Section 2. Section thirteen of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twelve of the General Laws, as appearing in
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3 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by in-

-4 serting after the word “Chiropody” in the first line
5 the following: (podiatry), so as to read as fol-
-6 lows: Section 13. “Chiropody” (podiatry), as used
7 in this chapter, shall mean the external treatment of
8 the structures of the human foot by medical, mecbani-
-9 cal or surgical means without the use of other than

10 local anaesthetics. This and the ten following sec-
-11 tions shall not apply to surgeons of the United States
12 army, navy, or of the marine hospital service, nor to
13 physicians registered in the commonwealth.

1 Section 3. Section fourteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and twelve, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “chiropody” in
4 the first and second lines the word: — (podiatry),
5 and by inserting after the word “chiropodist” in the
6 second, fourth and fifth lines, in each instance, the
7 word: —(podiatrist), —so as to read as follows:
8 Section 14- No person shall practice or attempt to
9 practice chiropody (podiatry) in the commonwealth,

10 or hold himself out as a chiropodist (podiatrist), or
11 designate himself, or describe his occupation, by the
12 use of any words or letters calculated to lead others
13 to believe that heis a registered chiropodist (podia-
-14 trist), unless he is registered as provided in section
15 sixteen.

1 Section 4. Section fifteen of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and twelve, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “board” in the first line
4 the words: of registration in chiropody (podiatry),
5 in sections sixteen to twenty-two, inclusive, called the
6 board, —soas to read as follows: Section 16. The
7 board of registration in chiropody (podiatry), in sec-
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8 tions sixteen to twenty-two, inclusive, called the
9 board, shall prepare and distribute forms of applica-

-10 tions for registration, certificates of registration and
11 such other documents as may be necessary or con-
-12 venient in carrying out sections thirteen to twenty-
-13 three, inclusive. It shall hold at least two examina-
-14 tions annually, at times and places to be designated
15 by it, after due notice of the same by publication at
16 least twice a week for three successive weeks in one
17 or more newspapers published in the county where the
18 examination is to be held, and it may hold other
19 examinations as it deems necessary or proper.

1 Section 5. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section six-
-3 teen, as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following:
5 Section 16. Applications for registration, signed
6 and sworn to by the applicant, shall be made upon
7 blanks furnished by the board. If an applicant fur-
-8 nishes the board with satisfactory proof that he is
9 twenty-one and of good moral character, and that he

10 has been graduated from a school of chiropody (podi-
-11 atry) approved by the board, he shall, upon payment
12 of fifteen dollars, be examined by the board as pro-
-13 vided in the following section, and, if found qualified,
14 shall be registered and shall receive a certificate as a
15 registered chiropodist (podiatrist), signed by the
16 chairman and secretary of the board. An applicant
17 failing to pass an examination satisfactory to the
18 board shall, within one year, if not disqualified under
19 sections eighteen and nineteen, be entitled to a re-

-20 examination upon payment of two dollars, and, in
21 case of failure to pass that examination, shall within
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22 one year, if not disqualified as aforesaid, be entitled
23 to a third examination upon payment of two dollars;
24 but two such examinations shall exhaust his privilege
25 under his original application. But no such applicant
26 shall be registered unless he obtains a general average
27 of seventy-five per cent in the various subjects in
28 which he is examined and not less than fifty per cent
29 in any subject. Every such certificate shall expire on
30 the last day of the year when it was granted, but upon
31 payment of two dollars may be renewed by the board
32 for each subsequent year without examination.
33 Any applicant aggrieved by the refusal of the board
34 to approve a chiropody (podiatry) school under this
35 section shall be entitled to have the reasonableness of
36 such refusal reviewed by a justice of the superior
37 court whose decision shall be final.
38 The board shall, upon the request of any college,
39 university, or chiropody (podiatry) school in this
40 commonwealth, inspect such college, university, or
41 chiropody (podiatry) school and notify the trustees or
42 other governing body in writing if said college, uni-
-43 versity or chiropody (podiatry) school is approved by
44 the board for the purposes of this section, or if not,
45 what steps said college, university or chiropody (po-
-46 diatry) school must take in order to gain the approval
47 of the board.
48 Any college, university or chiropody (podiatry)
49 school desiring to be approved for the purposes of this
50 section may file with the board a written request for
51 the approval of such college, university or chiropody
52 (podiatry) school and thereupon a public hearing shall
53 be seasonably granted by the board and a written
54 decision made by it within twenty days after the
oo termination of such hearing and the applicant for such
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56 approval shall be notified of such decision. A written
57 decision of the board refusing to approve any college,
58 university or chiropody (podiatry) school shall not
59 become effective until thirty days after written notice
60 of such decision is given to the college, university or
61 chiropody (podiatry) school seeking such approval.
62 Every such college, university or chiropody (podiatry)
63 school aggrieved by such refusal shall have the right
64 to file a petition in the superior court for Suffolk
65 county to revise or reverse the decision of the board.
66 Notice of the entry of such petition shall be given to
67 the board and all proceedings connected therewith
68 shall be according to rules regulating the trial of civil
69 causes without juries. The court shall hear the case
70 and finally determine whether or not such approval
71 shall be granted or revised.
72 Upon the filing of such a petition within the afore-
-73 said period of thirty days, then the said decision of
74 the board shall not become effective until a final
75 decree affirming said decision is entered upon the
76 aforesaid petition.

1 Section 6. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 seventeen, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following:
5 Section 17. Examinations shall be in English and
6 shall be wholly or partly written, oral or clinical, as

7 the board may determine, and they shall include, and
8 be limited to, subjects taught in recognized schools of
9 chiropody (podiatry).

1 Section 7. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by inserting after section
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3 seventeen, as so appearing, the two following new
4 sections:
5 Section 17A. The board shall keep a full record of
6 its proceedings and a registry of all persons registered

7 by it, which shall be public records and open to in-
-8 spection. The board shall make such rules and regu-

-9 lations as may be necessary for the proper conduct of
10 its duties. It shall make an annual report, including
11 a statement of the condition of chiropody (podiatry)
12 in the commonwealth.
13 Section 178. The board shall investigate all com-

-14 plaints of the violation of any provision of sections
15 thirteen to twenty-two, inclusive, or of section sixty-
-16 five, so far as it relates to chiropody (podiatry), and
17 report the same to the proper prosecuting officers.

1 Section 8. Section eighteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and twelve, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “chiropody” in
4 the eighth line the word: (podiatry), —so as to
5 read as follows: - Section 18. The board shall refuse
6 to issue a certificate to a person, or may, after a hear-
-7 ing if requested by a person to whom a certificate has
8 been issued, revoke such certificate if, in the opinion
9 of the board, such person is intemperate in the use of

10 alcoholic liquors or narcotic drugs, or has been guilty
11 of misconduct involving moral turpitude, or has been
12 convicted of an offence involving moral turpitude, or
13 has violated any provision of sections thirteen to
14 twenty-three, inclusive, or of section sixty-five rela-
-15 tive to chiropody (podiatry), or has been guilty of
16 unprofessional conduct, or is in any other manner
17 disqualified morally, mentally or physically to receive
18 or hold such certificate, or has in his application there-
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19 for knowingly made any false statements or presented
20 to the board a fraudulent diploma, certificate or other
21 document.

1 Section 9. Section nineteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and twelve, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “chiropodist” in
4 the third line the word: (podiatrist), and by in-
-5 sorting after the word “purposes” in the seventh line
6 the words; (d) the inclusion of any fraudulent, mis-
-7 leading or deceptive statement in any form of adver-
-8 tising, or advertising fixed prices for professional
9 services, —so as to read as follows: Section 19.

10 “Unprofessional conduct”, as used in the preceding
11 section, shall include: (a) the wilful betrayal of a pro-
-12 fessional secret; (b ) lending the use of one’s name to
13 an unregistered chiropodist (podiatrist), or having
14 professional connection with such a person or with
15 any one convicted of any offence involving moral
16 turpitude; (c) the selling or giving of any substance
17 or compound containing alcohol or narcotic drugs for
18 other than legal purposes; (d) the inclusion of any
19 fraudulent, misleading or deceptive statement in any
20 form of advertising, or advertising fixed prices for
21 professional services.

1 Section 10. Section twenty of said chapter one
2 hundred and twelve, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out in the second line the word
4 “less” and inserting in place thereof the word;

5 more, —so as to read as follows: Section 20. The
6 board, after a hearing if requested by the person
7 registered, may suspend any certificate for not more
8 than six months because of any misconduct on the
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9 part of the person registered which would not, in its
10 opinion, justify the revocation thereof.

1 Section 11. Section twenty-one of said chapter
2 one hundred and twelve, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “chiropody” in
4 the second line the word —: (podiatry), —so as to read
sas follows: Section 21. Every person registered
6 under section sixteen shall, before entering upon the
7 practice of chiropody (podiatry), submit his certificate
8 of registration to the clerk of the town where he pro-
-9 poses to practice, and shall inform the clerk that he is

10 the person designated therein, and shall pay him fifty
11 cents. Thereupon, the clerk shall record his name
12 and address and the date and number of his certificate,
13 and the said record shall be open to public inspection,
14 and the clerk shall furnish a copy thereof to the board
15 within one week.

1 Section 12. Said chapter one hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 five, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 5. The board shall investigate all com-
-6 plaints of the violation of any provision of sections
7 two to twelve A, inclusive, or of section sixty, so far
8 as it relates to chiropody (podiatry), and report the
9 same to the proper prosecuting officers.

1 Section 13. Section twelve of chapter thirteen of
2 the General Laws, as so appearing, and section twenty-
-3 three of said chapter one hundred and twelve, as so
4 appearing, are hereby repealed.
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1 Section 14. In the month of June in the current
2 year, the governor, with the advice and consent of the
3 council, shall appoint five persons to serve as the
4 board of registration in chiropody (podiatry), herein-
-5 before established, of whom one shall serve for one
6 year, one for two years, one for three years, one for
7 four years and one for five years, as the governor may
8 designate, from the first day of July next following.
9 Upon the expiration of the term of a member his suc-

-10 cessor shall be appointed as hereinbefore provided.

1 Section 15. Section fourteen of this act shall take
2 effect on June first of the current year, and all other
3 provisions thereof shall take effect upon the appoint-
-4 ment and qualification of the initial members of said
5 board, as provided in section fourteen. Upon the ap-
-6 pointment and qualification of the initial members of
7 said board, the board of registration in medicine shall
8 forthwith turn over to the board of registration in
9 chiropody (podiatry), hereinbefore established, all

10 books and records and documents in its possession
11 which relate to the practice of chiropody (podiatry).






