
SENATE 230

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Society of Optom-
etrists and the Board of Registration of Optometry, by Edmond
Wilson and another, for legislation relative to the practice of optom-
etry. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act relative to the Practice of Optometry.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section seventy-three of chapter one hundred and
2 twelve of the General Laws, as inserted by chapter
3 three hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-four, is hereby amended by
5 striking out, in the thirteenth to sixteenth lines, in-
-6 elusive, the following:— ; nor shall said section pre-
-7 vent the employment by any person of a registered
8 optometrist to be in charge of, or to practice optom-

-9 etry in, an optical department conducted by such
10 person, —so as to read as follows; Section 73.
11 Sections sixty-six to seventy-two A, inclusive, shall
12 not apply to physicians and surgeons lawfully en-
-13 titled to practice medicine in the commonwealth, or
14 to persons who neither practice nor profess to prac-
-15 tice optometry, but who sell spectacles, eyeglasses
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16 or lenses, either on prescription from such physicians
17 or surgeons, or from optometrists authorized to prac-
-18 tice in the commonwealth, or as merchandise from
19 permanently located and established places of busi-

-20 ness when not sold for the purpose of correcting de-
-21 fective vision; nor shall said sections prevent the
22 widow or widower of a registered optometrist, or the
23 wife or husband of a registered optometrist who is
24 incapacitated, from [continuing the practice of op-
-25 tometry under a registered optometrist. Nothing
26 therein contained shall prevent any such physician or

27 surgeon from taking an examination and receiving a

28 certificate of registration under section sixty-eight,
29 nor shall this section and sections sixty-six to seventy-
-30 two A, inclusive, authorize any person to administer
31 drugs in any form, to practice or claim to practice
32 medicine or surgery in any sense, or to use any title
33 or appellation intended or calculated to indicate the
34 practice of medicine or surgery.


