
SENATE No. 295
To accompany the petition of David Sava for legislation to regulate

the practice, compensation and retirement of special justices of district
courts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act regulating the Practice, Compensation,
Retirement and Other Matters concerning Special
Justices of District Courts.

1 Section 1. Special justices who refrain from
2 practice on the criminal side of any court in the
3 commonwealth in accordance with the rule of
4 the supreme judicial court recently declared,
5 and who also refrain from civil practice in their
6 own courts, shall be compensated as follows:
7 (a) If their courts have a population of one
8 hundred and fifty thousand and over, they shall
9 receive thirty dollars a day.

10 (6) If their courts have a population of one
11 hundred thousand and less than one hundred
12 and fifty thousand, they shall receive twenty-five
13 dollars a dav.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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14 (c) If their courts have a population of less
15 than one hundred thousand, they shall receive
16 twenty dollars a day.

1 Section 2. District courts shall be held by
2 the respective justices thereof; and in case of a
3 vacancy in the office of the standing justice, or
4 of his absence for any reason, the special justices
5 who refrain from practice as aforesaid, shall in
6 the order of the seniority of their commissions,
7 have and exercise all the powers and duties of
8 said justice; and in the same order of seniority
9 of their commissions shall hold all simultaneous

10 sessions of the court.

1 Section 3. Special justices who refrain from
2 practice as aforesaid, and who serve as such
3 justices in their own courts, for one half the
4 working days of any year, shall be allowed a
5 vacation equivalent to one half the days allowed
6 to the standing justice; and if they serve more
7 than one half of the working days in any year,
8 they shall be allowed a vacation prorated accord-
-9 ing to said extra service, and said vacation of

10 said standing justice.

1 Section 4. Special justices who refrain from
2 the practice of law as aforesaid, and who have
3 been such justices for a period of twenty years
4 or more, and who have served as such in their
5 own courts for a period equaling in all the sum
6 total of ten years in working days, shall upon
7 their own request to the governor and council be
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8 retired by them for physical or mental inca-
-9 pacity on a pension of a sum equal to one half

10 of the salary paid to the justice of their courts
11 at the time of said retirement.

1 Section 5. Special justices who refrain from
2 the practice of law as aforesaid, and who have
3 been such justices for a period of twqnty years,
4 and who have served as such in their own courts
5 for a period equaling in all the sum total of
6 ten years in working days; and who have at-
-7 tained the age of seventy, shall on their request
8 to the governor and council be retired on a pen-
-9 sion of a sum equal to one half of the salary paid

10 to the standing justice at the time of said re-
-11 tirement. If the said special justice has been
12 such for a period of thirty years as aforesaid,
13 and has served twelve years as aforesaid,
14 and has attained the age of seventy as aforesaid,
15 he shall be retired on a pension of two thirds of
16 the salary of the justice; and if he has been such
17 special justice for a period of thirty-five years as
18 aforesaid, and has served as such for a period of
19 fifteen years, as aforesaid, and has attained the
20 age of seventy as aforesaid, he shall be retired
21 as aforesaid on a pension equal to three quarters
22 of the salary paid the justice at the time of said
23 retirement.

1 Section 6. If a special justice who refrains
2 from practice as aforesaid, becomes a salaried
3 justice in any district court including the munic-
-4 ipal court of the city of Boston; or in any similar
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5 court having similar jurisdiction which may be
6 hereafter established, his actual service as such
7 justice in his own court shall be credited to him
8 in computing any time which may be required
9 for a pension of said salaried justice.


