
SENATE No. 329

To accompany the petition of Herbert C. Parsons, Sybil H. Holmes 
and others for the establishment in the county of Suffolk of a juvenile 
court for the treatment of juvenile cases. The Judiciary.

€ t)c  C o m m o n to e a lti)  o f s g a s s a c ln is e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act establishing a Juvenile Court for Suffolk County.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section  1. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by inserting after chapter two hundred and
3 eighteen the following new chapter: —

4 C h a pt e r  218A.

5 J u v en il e  C ourt  for  Su ffo lk  C o u nty .

6 Section 1. There shall be in the city of Boston a
7 court to be known as the juvenile court for Suffolk
8 county, in this chapter called the court. The court
9 shall consist of a presiding judge and two associate

10 judges, to be appointed by the governor with the
11 advice and consent of the council. Each of said
12 judges shall give his full time to his duties as such
13 judge, shall be a member of the bar of the common-
14 wealth and shall be qualified by training, experience
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15 and character to deal with the problems and care of
16 children. There shall be a clerk of the court, who
17 shall be appointed by the governor with like advice
18 and consent for the term of five years.
19 Section 2. The salary of the presiding judge shall
20 be equal to that paid to the first judge of probate for
21 Suffolk county, and the salary of each of the associate
22 judges shall be five hundred dollars less than that of
23 the presiding judge. The salary of the clerk shall be j
24 five thousand dollars. The provisions of section
25 seventy-four of chapter two hundred and eighteen
26 shall apply to salaries established by this section.
27 Section 3. The court may use for its sessions
28 buildings, or parts thereof, within the county of
29 Suffolk which immediately prior to were
30 severally used for juvenile sessions of the district
31 courts, other than the municipal court of the city of
32 Boston, in said county, as well as buildings, or por-
33 tions thereof, thereafter made available to it for such
34 purpose.
35 Section 4- The court shall have and exercise
36 jurisdiction within the territorial limits of Suffolk
37 county over children under the age of eighteen years
38 who violate any law, ordinance or by-law, or who
39 habitually associate with vicious, immoral or crimi-
40 nal persons or who are growing up in circumstances
41 in any way tending to cause or induce them to lead
42 an immoral, vicious or criminal life.
43 Section 5. Except as otherwise provided by law,
44 the court shall have and exercise, within its juris- (
45 diction, the same powers, duties and procedure as
46 district courts; and all laws relating to district courts
47 or municipal courts in the county of Suffolk or officials
48 thereof or proceedings therein shall, so far as the same
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49 are applicable, apply to the court. The court may
50 from time to time make general rules in reference to,
51 and provide forms of, procedure.
52 Section 6. The presiding judge shall appoint one
53 or more referees to hold office at his pleasure to whom
54 shall be assigned the hearing of such cases as the
55 court may select. The compensation to be received
56 by the referee shall be fixed by the court. Any find-
57 ing and conclusion by the referee shall be communi-
58 cated to the presiding judge. Upon the request of any
59 person interested made within five days after notice
60 of the referee’s finding, unless waived by the child or
61 any person appearing in his behalf, a further hearing
62 shall be given by a judge of the court. The findings
63 of the referee when confirmed by the judge shall be-
64 come the judgment of the court.
65 Section 7. The court shall have and exercise
66 superior, exclusive and final jurisdiction in all matters
67 arising within the county of Suffolk concerning chil-
68 dren referred to in section four of this chapter and
69 neglected children referred to in section forty-two of
70 chapter one hundred and nineteen. The court may
71 continue to exercise jurisdiction over children as to
72 whom it has acquired such jurisdiction prior to their
73 having become eighteen years of age, and may con-
74 tinue to exercise such jurisdiction over such children
75 until they respectively reach the age of twenty-one
76 years. Nothing herein shall authorize the commit-
77 ment of any girl over seventeen years of age to the
78 industrial school for girls, or give the court any power
79 or authority over said children after they become
80 twenty-one years of age, except that, on the revoca-
81 tion of the suspension of the execution of a sentence
82 or order of commitment, such sentence or order of
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83 commitment may be executed, notwithstanding that
84 the child sentenced or ordered committed has passed
85 the age limit for commitment to the institution to
86 which he was sentenced or ordered committed.
87 Section 8. The presiding judge, with the approval
88 of the associate judges and of the board of probation,
89 may appoint a probation officer to be known as the
90 chief probation officer and such additional number of
91 male or female probation officers, not less than twelve, {
92 as he may deem necessary from time to time for the
93 court. All officers so appointed shall hold office dur-
94 ing the pleasure of the court. Persons so appointed
95 shall have had training and experience in social work
96 and shall conform to such requirements as to educa-
97 tion as the court may establish from time to time by
98 rule or order. Such proportion of the persons ap-
99 pointed hereunder as said judges may determine

100 from time to time shall be women, to the end that the
101 investigation of every case involving a girl shall be by,
102 and that each girl placed on probation shall be in care
103 of, a female probation officer. Probation officers shall
104 be assigned from time to time to sections within the
105 county, to the end that each portion of the county
106 shall be served by one or more probation officers
107 reasonably familiar with the neighborhood of the
108 child in regard to whom investigation is being made
109 or over whom supervision is ordered. The chief pro-
110 bation officer, subject to the rules and regulations of
111 the court, shall have general direction of the work of
112 the probation officers of the court. I
113 Section 9. The compensation of each probation
114 officer of the court, including the chief probation
115 officer, shall be fixed at a figure which shall approxi-
116 mate, but shall not exceed, the compensation of pro-
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117 bation officers of the superior court for Suffolk county,
118 which compensation shall be subject to approval by
119 the board or officer having the powers of county com-
120 missioners in that portion of Suffolk county for which
121 such appointment is made and shall be paid by the
122 county on vouchers approved by the presiding judge
123 of the court.
124 Section 10. Representation that a child is so
125 conducting himself, or is so situated, or is in such
126 condition, as to come within any provision of this
127 chapter, may be made by any person, any social
128 agency or by any private or public school through an
129 authorized teacher or official, and shall be made by
130 any peace officer having knowledge thereof, to a pro-
131 bation officer of the court. The probation officer shall
132 make such investigation as to the situation and con-
133 dition of the child as the court may require and take
134 such immediate’ steps as are necessary for the im-
135 provement of the child’s condition or conduct. The
136 probation officer shall immediately report to the
137 court, in such detail as the court may require, each
138 such case and, with the court’s consent, may con-
139 tinue to exercise supervision without other court
140 action. The probation officer may at any time peti-
141 tion the court to take further action as to the child
142 under the provisions of law giving the court authority
143 in the disposition of cases. The court may at any
144 time, of its own motion or on petition of any person,
145 direct that the child be presented to it for determina-
146 tion of any action it is authorized to take. After due
147 hearing the court shall have authority to adjudge the
148 child a delinquent child or a wayward child, as the
149 circumstances may warrant.
150 Section 11. The court’s investigation as to the
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151 child required in section fifty-seven of chapter one
152 hundred and nineteen shall further include, prior to
153 final adjudication as delinquent or wayward, an
154 examination of the physical and mental condition of
155 the child. For this purpose and for the examination
156 in any case within the court’s control the court shall
157 avail itself of the clinical services of the department
158 of mental diseases or of other clinics in said
159 county certified to it by the department of mental
160 diseases.
101 Section 12. In the case of any child under sixteen
162 years of age held by the court in custody, for exarni-
163 nation, for hearing or on a continuance of his case,
164 the court may release him on the recognizance of his
165 parents or guardian or to the care of a probation
166 officer of the court, or temporarily to the care of the
167 department of public welfare or to the care of an
168 incorporated agency approved by the department of
169 public welfare. No child may temporarily be corn-
170 mitted to the department of public welfare or to the
171 care of an incorporated agency approved by the
172 department of public welfare except where an inquiry
173 by a probation officer of the court indicates that his
174 own home is unsuitable for his care. No child under
175 sixteen years of age held by the court in custody, for
176 examination, for hearing or on a continuance of his
177 case shall be committed to a lockup, police station
178 or house of detention, to a jail or house of correction,
179 or to the state farm, nor shall be he required by the
180 court to furnish bail in any amount.
181 A child temporarily committed to await examina-
182 tion or hearing by the court shall be presented thereto
183 for consideration within five days after each such
184 commitment.
185 In case the court shall arrange for the board of
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186 children temporarily detained in private homes or
187 institutions, a reasonable sum to be fixed by the court
188 for the board of such children shall be paid by the
189 county on vouchers approved by the presiding judge
190 of the court.
191 Section 13. The court shall have authority to
192 issue summonses to parents, guardians or other per-
193 sons whose presence it may deem necessary to its

| 194 consideration of any case within its jurisdiction, to
195 appear before it at a designated time.
196 If the court shall be of opinion that the interests
197 of the child require the attendance at any proceed-
198 ings before it of an agent of the department of public
199 welfare, and shall request such attendance, said
200 department shall furnish an agent who shall so
201 attend to protect the interests of said child.
202 Section 1 4- If a child sixteen years of age or older
203 is charged with an offence which would amount to a
204 felony in the case of an adult, the presiding judge,
205 after full investigation, may waive jurisdiction and
206 order such child held for trial under the regular pro-
207 cedure of the court which would have jurisdiction of
208 such offence if committed by an adult; or such court
209 may exercise the powers conferred by law upon the
210 juvenile court for Suffolk county in conducting and
211 disposing of such case.
212 Section 15. If during the pendency of a charge of
213 a criminal or quasi-criminal nature against any per-
214 son in any court in Suffolk county other than the 

I 215 juvenile court for Suffolk county it shall be ascer-
216 tained that such person was under the age of eight-
217 een years at the time of the alleged commitment of
218 the offence charged, it shall be the duty of such other
219 court immediately to transfer such case, together with
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220 all the papers, documents and testimony connected
221 therewith, to the juvenile court for Suffolk county.
222 The court making such transfer shall order the child
223 to be taken forthwith to the place of detention desig-
224 nated by the juvenile court for Suffolk county or to
225 such court itself, or to release such child in the custody
226 of some suitable person to appear before such court
227 at a time designated. Such court shall thereupon
228 proceed to hear and dispose of such case in the same
229 manner as if it had been instituted therein in the first
230 instance.
231 Section 16. Any person who shall be found to
232 have caused, induced, encouraged or contributed
233 toward the waywardness or delinquency of a child, or
234 to have acted in any way tending to cause or induce
235 the waywardness or delinquency of a child, subject
236 to the jurisdiction of the court may be punished by a
237 fine of not more than two hundred dollars or by im-
238 prisonment for not more than six months. The court
239 may release such person on probation under section
240 eighty-seven of chapter two hundred and seventy-
241 six, subject to such orders as it may make as to future
242 conduct tending to cause, induce or contribute to
243 such waywardness or delinquency, or it may sus-
244 pend sentence under section one of chapter two hun-
245 dred and seventy-nine, or, before trial, with the de-
246 fendant’s consent, it may allow the defendant to
247 enter into a recognizance, in such penal sum as the
248 court may fix, conditioned to comply with such terms
249 as the court may order for the promotion of the
250 future welfare of the child, and the said case may
251 then be placed on file. Any person convicted under
252 this section may appeal to the superior court, and all
253 pertinent provisions of section forty-seven of chapter
254 one hundred and nineteen shall apply to such appeal.
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255 Section 17. Whenever the court shall commit a
256 child to any institution or agency it shall transmit
257 with the order of commitment a summary of its in-
258 formation concerning such child.
259 In placing a child under any custody other than
260 that of its parent, the court shall, when practicable,
261 select a person, or an institution or agency governed
262 by persons, of like religious faith as that of the par-
263 ents of such child, or, in case of a difference in the
264 religious faith of the parents, then of the religious 
285 faith of the child, or if the religious faith of the child
266 is not ascertained, then of either of the parents.
267 Section 18. The court shall have full power to
268 frame and publish rules of procedure for the conduct
269 of the business of the court. The records of the court
270 shall only be open by order of the court and only to
271 persons having a legitimate interest therein. The
272 court shall cause to be published annually a report
273 which shall include statistics as to the work of the
274 court and an interpretation of such statistics.
275 Section 19. No court within and for Suffolk
276 county or any portion thereof, other than the court
277 established by this chapter, shall, except as other-
278 wise provided, by section fourteen, have or exercise
279 any jurisdiction over children subject to this chapter.
280 Section 20. Except as otherwise provided by law,
281 all appeals from orders or decrees of the court shall
282 be to the supreme judicial court. Section three of
283 chapter two hundred and eleven shall apply to the
284 court.

1 Section  2. Section eleven of chapter seventy-
2 seven of the General Laws, as appearing in the Ter-
3 centenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in the second line, the words “ Boston juvenile
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5 court” and inserting in place thereof the words: —
6 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
7 follows: — Section 11. District courts, except the
8 municipal court of Boston, trial justices and the
9 juvenile court for Suffolk county, shall have jurisdic-

10 tion of offences arising under section one of chapter
11 seventy-six and under this chapter. A summons or
12 warrant issued by such court or justice may be served,
13 at the discretion of the court or justice, by a super-
14 visor of attendance or by any officer qualified to serve
15 criminal process. On complaint against a child for
16 any such offence, his parents, guardian or custodian
17 shall be notified as required by section fifty-five of
18 chapter one hundred and nineteen. A child against
19 whom complaint as an habitual absentee is brought
20 by any other person than a supervisor of attendance
21 shall not be committed until notice and an opportu-
22 nity to be heard have been given to the division of
23 juvenile training in the department of public welfare.

1 Sectio n  3. Section forty-two of chapter one hun-
2 dred and nineteen of the General Laws, as so appear-
3 ing, is hereby amended by striking out, in the first
4 and second lines, the words “ Boston juvenile court
5 or a district court, except the municipal court'of the
6 city of Boston,” and inserting in place thereof the
7 following: — juvenile court for Suffolk county or a
8 district court in any county other than Suffolk, —
9 so as to read as follows: — Section 4.2. The juvenile

10 court for Suffolk county or a district court in any
11 county other than Suffolk, upon a complaint made
12 by any person that any child under sixteen years of
13 age within its jurisdiction, by reason of orphanage,
14 or of the neglect, crime, cruelty, insanity or drunken-
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15 ness or other vice of its parents, is growing up with-
16 out education, or without salutary control, or without
17 proper physical care, or in circumstances exposing
18 him to lead an idle and dissolute life, or is dependent
19 upon public charity, may issue a precept to bring
20 such child before said court, and shall issue a notice
21 to the department, and shall also issue a summons
22 requiring the department or person to whom such
23 notice or summons is directed to appear before said
24 court at the time and place stated therein, to show
25 cause why such child should not be committed to the
26 department or be otherwise provided for. Such
27 summons shall be issued to at least one of the parents
28 of the child, if either of them is known to reside
29 within the commonwealth, and, if after reasonable
30 search no such parent can be found within the com-
31 monwealth, to its lawful guardian, if there is one
32 known to be so resident, and if not, to the person with
33 whom such child last resided, if known; otherwise, to
34 some suitable person to act in behalf of such child.

1 Section  4. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
2 teen is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 fifty-two, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 52. The following words as used in the
6 following sections shall, except as otherwise specifi-
7 cally provided, have the following meanings: —
8 “ Court” , except as otherwise provided, the juve-
9 nile court for Suffolk county or a district court in any

10 county other than Suffolk.
11 “ Delinquent child”, a child between seven and
12 eighteen, if subject to chapter two hundred and
13 eighteen A, or a child between seven and seventeen,
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14 if subject to any other provision of general law, who
15 violates any city ordinance or town by-law or com-
16 mits an offence not punishable by death or by im-
17 prisonment for life.
18 “ Probation officer” , a probation officer or assistant
19 probation officer of the court having jurisdiction of
20 the pending case.
21 “ Wayward child”, a child between seven and
22 eighteen, if subject to chapter two hundred and
23 eighteen A, or a child between seven and seventeen,
24 if subject to any other provision of general law, who
25 habitually associates with vicious or immoral per-
26 sons, or who is growing up in circumstances exposing
27 him to lead an immoral, vicious or criminal life.

1 Sectio n  5. Section fifty-four of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following new para-
4 graph: — This section shall not apply to the juvenile
5 court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as follows:
6 — Section 54- If complaint is made to any court
7 that a child between seven and seventeen years of
8 age is a wayward child or a delinquent child, said court
9 shall examine, on oath, the complainant and the

10 witnesses, if any, produced by him, and shall reduce
11 the complaint to writing and cause it to be subscribed
12 by the complainant.
13 If said child is under fourteen years of age, said
14 court shall first issue a summons requiring him to
15 appear before it at the time and place named therein,
16 and such summons shall be issued in all other cases,
17 instead of a warrant, unless the court has reason to
18 believe that he will not appear upon summons, in
19 which case, or if such a child has been summoned and
20 did not appear, said court may issue a warrant recit-
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21 ing the substance of the complaint, and requiring
22 the officer to whom it is directed forthwith to take
23 such child and bring him before said court, to be dealt
24 with according to law, and to summon the witnesses
25 named therein to appear and give evidence at the
26 examination.
27 This section shall not apply to the juvenile court
28 for Suffolk county.

1 Section  6. Section fifty-five of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following new para-
4 graph: — This section shall not apply to the juvenile
5 court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as follows: —
6 Section 55. If a child has been summoned to appear
7 or is brought before such court upon a warrant, as
8 provided in the preceding section, a summons shall
9 be issued to at least one of its parents, if either of them

10 is known to reside within the commonwealth, and,
11 if there is no such parent, then to its lawful guardian,
12 if there is one known to be so resident, and if not,
13 then to the person with whom such child resides, if
14 known. Said summons shall require the person
15 served to appear at a time and place stated therein,
16 and show cause why such child should not be ad-
17 judged a wayward child or delinquent child, as the
18 case may be. If there is no such parent, guardian
19 or person who can be summoned as aforesaid, the
20 court may appoint a suitable person to act for such
21 child.
22 If such child is summoned, the time for appear-
23 ance fixed in the summons to a parent, guardian or
24 other person, as herein provided, shall, when practi-
25 cable, be that fixed for the appearance of said child.
26 A summons required by this and the preceding
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27 section, unless service thereof is waived in writing,
28 shall be served by a constable or police officer, by
29 delivering it personally to the person to whom ad-
30 dressed, or by leaving it with a person of proper age
31 to receive the same, at the place of residence or busi-
32 ness of such person; and said constable or officer shall
33 immediately make return to the court of the time and
34 manner of the service.
35 If the court shall be of opinion that the interests
36 of the child require the attendance at any proceed-
37 ings of an agent of the department, and shall request
38 such attendance, such agent shall attend to protect
39 the interests of said child.
40 This section shall not apply to the juvenile court
41 for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  7. Section fifty-six of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ inclusive”, in
4 the second line, the following: — or under sections
5 of chapter two hundred and eighteen A, —
6 so as to read as follows: ■— Section 56. Hearings
7 upon cases arising under sections fifty-two to sixty-
8 three, inclusive, or under sections of chapter
9 two hundred and eighteen A, may be adjourned from

10 time to time. A child adjudged a wayward child or
11 delinquent child may appeal to the superior court
12 upon adjudication, and also may appeal to said court
13 at the time of the order of commitment or sentence
14 in which event the entire case shall be before said
15 court as if originally commenced therein, and such
16 child shall, at the time of such adjudication and also
17 at the time of such order of commitment or sentence,
18 be notified of his right to appeal. The appeal, if
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19 taken, shall be entered, tried and determined in like
20 manner as appeals in criminal cases, except that the
21 trial of the said appeals in the superior court shall
22 not be in conjunction with the other business of that
23 court, but shall be held in a session set apart and
24 devoted for the time being exclusively to the trial
25 of juvenile cases. This shall be known as the juvenile
26 session of the superior court, and shall have a separate
27 trial list and docket. All juvenile appeal cases in the
28 superior court shall be transferred to this list, and
29 shall be tried, unless otherwise disposed of by direct
30 order of the court. In any appeal case the superior
31 court, before passing sentence or before ordering
32 other disposition, shall be supplied with a report of
33 any investigation thereon made by the probation
34 officer of the court from which the appeal was taken.
35 Section thirty-five of chapter two hundred and
36 seventy-six and section eighteen of chapter two hun-
37 dred and seventy-eight, relative to recognizances in
38 cases continued or appealed, shall apply to cases
39 arising under sections fifty-two to sixty-three, inclu-
40 sive. Except as provided in the first sentence, this
41 section shall not apply to the juvenile court for
42 Suffolk county.

1 Section- 8. Section fifty-seven of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 paragraph: — This section shall not apply to the
5 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
6 follows: — Section 57. Every case of a wayward
7 child or a delinquent child shall be investigated by
8 the probation officer, who shall make a report regard-
9 ing the character of such child, his school record,
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10 home surroundings and the previous complaints
11 against him, if any. He shall be present in court at
12 the trial of the case, and furnish the court with such
13 information and assistance as shall be required. At
14 the end of the probation period of a child who has
15 been placed on probation, the officer in whose care
16 he has been shall make a report as to his conduct
17 during such period.
18 This section shall not apply to the juvenile court
19 for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  9. Section fifty-eight of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 paragraph: — The provisions of this section relative
5 to placing a child in the care of a probation officer of
6 the court or in charge of any person with the consent
7 of the department of public welfare, and the provi-
8 sions of this section relative to commitment of a child
9 to the Lyman school for boys, to the industrial school

10 for boys or to the industrial school for girls, shall
11 apply to the juvenile court for Suffolk county,—
12 so as to read as follows: — Section 58. At the hear-
13 ing of a complaint against a child the court shall
14 examine such child and any witnesses that appear,
15 and take such testimony relative to the case as shall
16 be produced. If the allegations against a child are
17 proved, he may be adjudged a wayward child or
18 delinquent child.
19 If a child is adjudged a wayward child, the court
20 may place him in the care of a probation officer for
21 such time and upon such conditions as may seem
22 proper, or may deal with him in the manner provided
23 for the disposal of the case of a neglected child.
24 If a child is adjudged a delinquent child, the court
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25 may place the case on file, or may place the child in
26 the care of a probation officer for such time and on
27 such conditions as may seem proper. If it is alleged
28 in the complaint upon which the child is so adjudged
29 that a law of the commonwealth has been violated,
30 the court may, with the consent of the department,
31 authorize it to place such child in charge of any per-
32 son, and, if at any time thereafter such child proves
33 unmanageable, to commit such child, if a boy under
34 fifteen years of age, to the Lyman school, if a boy
35 between fifteen and eighteen years of age, to the
36 industrial school for boys, or if a girl under seventeen
37 years of age, to the industrial school for girls, but not
38 for a longer period than until such child becomes
39 twenty-one. The department may provide for the
40 maintenance, in whole or in part, of any child so
41 placed in charge of any person.
42 The court may commit such delinquent child to
43 any institution to which it might be committed upon
44 a conviction for such violation of law, excepting a jail
45 or house of correction, and all laws applicable to a
46 child committed upon such a conviction shall apply
47 to a delinquent child committed under this section.
48 The provisions of this section relative to placing a
49 child in the care of a probation officer of the court or
50 in charge of any person with the consent of the de-
51 partment of public welfare, and the provisions of this
52 section relative to commitment of a child to the Ly-
53 man school for boys, to the industrial school for boys
54 or to the industrial school for girls, shall apply to the
55 juvenile court for Suffolk county.

1 Section  10. Section fifty-eight A of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following new
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4 sentence: — This section shall not apply to the
5 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
6 follows: — Section 58 A. Prior to the commitment,
7 by way of final disposition to any public institution
8 or to the department, of a child adjudged to be a
9 delinquent child, the court shall cause such child to

10 receive thorough physical and mental examinations,
11 under rules and regulations prescribed by the com-
12 missioner of mental diseases. The court shall cause
13 copies of the reports showing the results of such ex-
14 aminations and of the investigation made by the
15 probation officer to be forwarded to the superintend-
16 ent of the institution to which such child is committed
17 or to the department, as the case may be, with the
18 warrant of commitment.
19 This section shall not apply to the juvenile court
20 for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  11. Section fifty-nine of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 paragraph: — Only so much of this section as relates
5 to the powers of a probation officer and authorizes
6 the court to issue warrants and make disposition of
7 cases otherwise than by imposing fines shall apply
8 to the juvenile court for Suffolk county, -— so as to
9 read as follows: — Section 59. If a child has been

10 placed in care of a probation officer, said officer, at
11 any time before the final disposition of the case, may
12 arrest such child without a warrant and take him
13 before the court, or the court may issue a warrant for
14 his arrest. When such child is before the court, it
15 may make any disposition of the case which it might
16 have made before said child was placed on proba-
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17 tion, or may continue or extend the period of proba-
18 tion.
19 If the court finds that such child has violated the
20 conditions of his probation, it may impose a fine not
21 exceeding five dollars, and if the fine is not paid at
22 once, in whole or in part, may order that said child
23 stand committed to a jail until the same is paid, but
24 not exceeding five days. Said court shall suspend
25 the execution of said order and continue the proba-.
26 tion for such time as it fixes, unless in its opinion such
27 child will default. Said fine may be paid to the pro-
28 bation officer, whereupon the order for commitment
29 shall be void. If at the end of the period of such sus-
30 pension the probation officer reports that said fine is
31 unpaid, the court may extend such period, or place
32 the case on file, or revoke the suspension of the execu-
33 tion of the order of commitment. If the fine or any
34 part thereof is paid to the probation officer, he shall
35 give a receipt therefor, keep a record of the payment,
36 pay the same to the clerk of the court at its next ses-
37 sion, and keep on file the clerk’s receipt therefor.
38 Only so much of this section as relates to the powers
39 of a probation officer and authorizes the court to
40 issue warrants and make disposition of cases other-
41 wise than by imposing fines shall apply to the juvenile
42 court for Suffolk county.

1 Section  12. Section sixty-one of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end the following new
4 sentence: — This section shall not apply to the juve-
5 nile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as fol-
6 lows: — Section 61. If it be alleged in a complaint
7 made under sections fifty-two to sixty-three, inclu-
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8 sive, that a child has committed an offence against
9 a law of the commonwealth, or has violated a city

10 ordinance or town by-law, and the court is of opinion
11 that his welfare, and the interests of the public, re-
12 quire that he should be tried for said offence or viola-
13 tion, instead of being dealt with as a delinquent child,
14 the court may, after a hearing on said complaint,
15 order it dismissed. This section shall not apply to the
16 juvenile court for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  13. Section sixty-three of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as amended by section one
3 of chapter ninety-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-two, is hereby further amended by strik-
5 ing out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof
6 the following sentence: — The municipal court of the
7 city of Boston shall have jurisdiction of complaints
8 hereunder, -— so as to read as follows: — Section 63.
9 Any person who shall be found to have caused, in-

10 duced, abetted, encouraged or contributed toward the
11 waywardness or delinquency of a child, or to have
12 acted in any way tending to cause or induce such
13 waywardness or delinquency, may be punished by a
14 fine of not more than fifty dollars or by imprison-
15 ment for not more than six months. The court may
16 release on probation under section eighty-seven of
17 chapter two hundred and seventy-six, subject to such
18 orders as it may make as to future conduct tending to
19 cause, induce or contribute to such waywardness or
20 delinquency, or it may suspend sentence under sec-
21 tion one of chapter two hundred and seventy-nine,
22 or before trial, with the defendant’s consent, it may
23 allow the defendant to enter into a recognizance, in
24 such penal sum as the court may fix, conditioned to
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25 comply with such terms as the court may order for
26 the promotion of the future welfare of the child, and
27 the said case may then be placed on file. The pro-
28 visions for appeal and recognizance in section fifty-
29 six shall be applicable to cases arising hereunder.
30 The municipal court of the city of Boston shall have
31 jurisdiction of complaints hereunder.

1 Section  14. Section sixty-five of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as amended by section
3 two of said chapter ninety-five, is hereby further
4 amended by inserting in the first line, after the word
5 “ Courts” , the words: — , except in Suffolk county, —
6 and by adding at the end the following new sentence:
7 — Only so much of this section as empowers the
8 court to exclude minors from sessions of the court,
9 unless their presence is necessary, and to exclude the

10 general public from the court room, shall apply to the
11 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
12 follows: — Section 65. Courts, except in Suffolk
13 county, shall designate suitable times for the hearing
14 of cases of children under seventeen years of age,
15 which shall be called the juvenile session, for which a
16 separate docket and record shall be kept. Said ses-
17 sion shall be separate from that for the trial of crim-
18 inal cases, shall not, except as otherwise expressly
19 provided, be held in conjunction with other business
20 of the court, and shall be held in rooms not used for
21 criminal trials; and in places where no separate
22 juvenile court room is provided, hearings, so far as
23 possible, shall be held in chambers. No minor shall
24 be allowed to be present at any such hearing unless
25 his presence is necessary, either as a party or as a
26 witness; and the court shall exclude the general pub-
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27 lie from the room, admitting only such persons as may
28 have a direct interest in the case. Only so much of
29 this section as empowers the court to exclude minors
30 from sessions of the court, unless their presence is
31 necessary, and to exclude the general public from the
32 court room, shall apply to the juvenile court for
33 Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  15. Section sixty-six of said  chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 paragraph: — In so far as the provisions of this sec-
5 tion are inconsistent with any provision of chapter
6 two hundred and eighteen A they shall not apply to
7 the juvenile court for Suffolk county, •— so as to
8 read as follows: — Section 66. A child under four-
9 teen years of age shall not be committed to a lockup,

10 police station or house of detention, to a jail or house
11 of correction, to the state farm, or the house of cor-
12 rection at Deer Island, pending an examination, in
13 default of bail or for the non-payment of a fine, except
14 as provided in sections fifty-nine and sixty-seven or
15 upon conviction of any offence not punishable by
16 death or imprisonment for life; provided, that a boy
17 twelve or over, arrested in the act of violating a law
18 of the commonwealth, or on a warrant, may, in the
19 discretion of the arresting officer, be committed to a
20 lockup, police station or house of detention.
21 Whenever a child under seventeen years of age has
22 been committed to a lockup, police station or house
23 of detention, the probation officer and at least one of
24 his parents, or if there is no parent the person with
25 whom such child resides, shall be notified at once of
26 said commitment. The officer of the place of cus-
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27 tody where such child is confined, on the written
28 request of the probation officer, shall release such
29 child to him unless the officer who made the commit-
30 ment makes a written request for his detention. Said
31 probation officer shall notify such child of the time
32 and place of the hearing of his case.
33 In so far as the provisions of this section are incon-
34 sistent with any provision of chapter two hundred and
35 eighteen A they shall not apply to the juvenile court
36 for Suffolk county.

1 Section  16. Section sixty-seven of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 paragraph: — In so far as the provisions of this sec-
5 tion are inconsistent with any provision of chapter
6 two hundred and eighteen A they shall not apply to
7 the juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read
8 as follows: — Section 67. A child under fourteen
9 held for examination or trial, or to prosecute an appeal

10 to the superior court, if unable to furnish bail shall be
11 committed to the care of the department or of a pro-
12 bation officer. The person to whose care he is com-
13 mitted shall provide for his safe keeping and for his
14 appearance at such examination or trial, or at the
15 prosecution of his appeal.
16 A child fourteen years of age or over so held, if
17 unable to furnish bail shall be so committed to the
18 department with its consent or to a probation officer
19 unless the court on immediate inquiry shall be of
20 opinion that, if so committed, such child will not
21 appear at such examination or trial, in which case
22 said child may be committed to jail.
23 A child so committed to jail to await examination
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24 or trial by the court shall be returned thereto within
25 ten days after each such commitment, and not more
26 than twenty days shall elapse after the original com-
27 mitment before disposition of such case by the court,
28 by adjudication or otherwise. Any child committed
29 to jail under this section shall, while so confined, be
30 kept in a place separate and apart from all other
31 persons committed thereto who are seventeen years
32 of age or over, and shall not at any time be permitted
33 to associate or communicate with any other such
34 persons committed as aforesaid, except when attend-
35 ing religious exercises or receiving medical attention
36 or treatment.
37 Said probation officer shall have all the authority,
38 rights and powers in relation to a child committed
39 to his care under this section, and in relation to a child
40 released to him as provided in section sixty-six, which
41 he would have if he were surety on the recognizance
42 of such child.
43 In so far as the provisions of this section are incon-
44 sistent with any provision of chapter two hundred and
45 eighteen A they shall not apply to the juvenile court
46 for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  17. Section sixty-nine of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 sentence: — In so far as the provisions of this section
5 are inconsistent with any provision of chapter two
6 hundred and eighteen A they shall not apply to the
7 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
8 follows: — Section 69. If a warrant is issued by a
9 court or trial justice for a child’s arrest, or if a child 

10 between seven and seventeen years of age is arrested
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11 without a warrant, as provided by law, in order to
12 avoid the incarceration of the child, if practicable,
13 the officer to whom said warrant is delivered, or who
14 has arrested the child without a warrant, may, unless
15 the court or trial justice issuing such warrant has
16 otherwise directed in the warrant, accept the written
17 promise of the parent, guardian or person with whom
18 it is stated that said child resides, or any other rep-
19 utable person, to be responsible for the presence of
20 said child in court at the time and place when the
21 child is to appear, and at any other time to which the
22 hearing in the case may be continued or adjourned.
23 Nothing herein contained shall prevent the admitting
24 of said child to bail, in accordance with sections
25 twenty-nine and thirty of chapter two hundred and
26 seventy-six. In so far as the provisions of this section
27 are inconsistent with any provision of chapter two
28 hundred and eighteen A they shall not apply to the
29 juvenile court for Suffolk county.

1 Section  18. Section seventy of said chapter one
2 hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 sentence: — In so far as the provisions of this section
5 are inconsistent with any provision of chapter two
6 hundred and eighteen A they shall not apply to the
7 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
8 follows: — Section 70. At any time during the
9 pendency of any case before a court or trial justice

10 against a child under seventeen years of age, whether
11 pending adjudication or during continuances or pro-
12 bation or after the case has been taken from the files,
13 the court or trial justice may summon any parent or
14 guardian of said child, or any person with whom the
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15 child resides, in the manner provided in section fifty-
16 five. In so far as the provisions of this section are
17 inconsistent with any provision of chapter two hun-
18 dred and eighteen A they shall not apply to the juve-
19 nile court for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  19. Section seventy-one of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ fifty-five” in
4 the second line the words: — or any provision of chap-
5 ter two hundred and eighteen A, — so as to read as
6 follows: — Section 71. If any person to whom a
7 summons is issued under the preceding section or
8 section forty-two or fifty-five or any provision of
9 chapter two hundred and eighteen A fails to appear

10 in response to such summons, the court issuing the
11 summons may issue a capias to compel the attendance
12 of such person, and such capias shall be issued and
13 served in the same manner as a capias to compel the
14 attendance of witnesses who have failed to appear on
15 a subpoena issued in behalf of the commonwealth in
16 a criminal case.

1 Sectio n  20. Section seventy-two of said chapter
2 one hundred and nineteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by inserting at the end the following new
4 sentence: — In so far as the provisions of this section
5 are inconsistent with any provision of chapter two
6 hundred and eighteen A they shall not apply to the
7 juvenile court for Suffolk county, — so as to read as
8 follows: — Section 72. Courts may continue to exer-
9 cise jurisdiction in their juvenile sessions over children

10 who become seventeen years of age or who pass the
11 age limit for bringing the kind of complaint or pro-
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12 ceeding before the court, pending adjudication on
13 their cases, or during continuances or probation, or
14 after their cases have been placed on file. Nothing
15 herein shall authorize the commitment of any girl
16 over seventeen years of age to the industrial school
17 for girls, or give any court any power or authority
18 over said children after they become eighteen years
19 of age, except that, on the revocation of the suspen-
20 sion of the execution of a sentence or order of com-
21 mitment, such sentence or order of commitment may
22 be executed, notwithstanding that the child sentenced
23 or ordered committed has passed the age limit for
24 commitment to the institution to which he was
25 sentenced or ordered committed. In so far as the
26 provisions of this section are inconsistent with any
27 provision of chapter two hundred and eighteen A
28 they shall not apply to the juvenile court for Suffolk
29 county.

1 Section  21. Said chapter one hundred and nine-
2 teen is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 eighty-three, as so appearing, the following new sec-
4 tion: —
5 Section 83A. Except as otherwise provided in
6 section fourteen of chapter two hundred and eighteen
7 A, sections seventy-three to eighty-three, inclusive,
8 shall not apply to the juvenile court for Suffolk
9 county.

1 Section  22. Chapter two hundred and eighteen
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out section eight, as amended by section one of chap-
4 ter two hundred and eighty-two of the acts of nine-
5 teen hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in place
6 thereof the following: —
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7 Section 8. Each district court shall have a clerk,
8 except that the municipal court of the city of Boston
9 shall have two clerks as provided in section fifty-

10 three. All such clerks shall be appointed by the
11 governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
12 and shall hold office during good behavior, but sub-
13 ject, however, to retirement under the provisions of
14 any applicable general or special law relative to retire-
15 ment systems. This section shall not apply to the |
16 juvenile court for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  23. Said chapter two hundred and eight-
2 een is hereby further amended by inserting after
3 section eighteen, as so appearing, the following new
4 section: —
5 Section 18A. Except as otherwise expressly pro-
6 vided by law, the provisions of this chapter shall not
7 apply to the juvenile court for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  24. Said ch a p te r tw o h u n d red  and
2 eighteen is hereby further amended by striking out
3 sections fifty-seven to sixty, inclusive, as amended,
4 together with the heading before said section fifty-
5 seven.

1 Sectio n  25. Section seventy of said chapter two
2 hundred and eighteen, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the second and third
4 lines and in the fifth line, the words “ Boston juvenile
5 court ” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, |
6 the words: — juvenile court for Suffolk county, —
7 so as to read as follows: — Section 70. The clerks
8 of the municipal court of the city of Boston for civil
9 business and for criminal business and the clerk of the
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' 10 juvenile court for Suffolk county shall each be annu
l i  ally allowed for clerical assistance such amounts as the
12 majority of the justices of said municipal court and
13 the justice of said juvenile court for Suffolk county,
14 respectively, may recommend, subject, however, to
15 the approval of the officers having in Suffolk county
16 the powers of county commissioners.

1 Section  26. Section seventy-six of said chapter
2 two hundred and eighteen, as most recently amended
3 by section one of chapter three hundred and sixty-
4 six of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five,
5 is hereby further amended by striking out the first
6 sentence,-— so as to read as follows: — Section 76.
7 The salary of the justice of the municipal court of the
8 Charlestown district shall be forty-five hundred dol-
9 lars. The salary of the justice of the municipal court

10 of the South Boston district shall be forty-five hun-
11 dred dollars. The salaries of the justices of the fol-
12 lowing district courts shall severally be as follows:
13 First district court of Barnstable, twenty-seven hun-
14 dred dollars; second district court of Essex, twenty-
15 four hundred dollars; second district court of Plym-
16 outh, thirty-two hundred dollars; third district
17 court of Plymouth, twenty-five hundred dollars;
18 fourth district court of Plymouth, twenty-five hun-
19 dred dollars; district court of Peabody, three thou-
20 sand dollars.

1 Section  27. Section two of chapter two hundred
2 and seventy-three of the General Laws, as amended
3 by chapter two hundred and twenty-four of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby fur-
5 ther amended by adding at the end the follow-
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6 ing: — , in any county other than Suffolk, or, in Suffolk
7 county, by the juvenile court for Suffolk county,—
8 so as to read as follows:—■Section 2. Proceedings
9 under the preceding section shall be begun, if in the

10 superior court, in the county in which is situated the
11 place where the husband and wife last lived together
12 or where the husband or wife or parent of the child is
13 living, and, if begun in a district court or before a trial
14 justice, in the court or before the trial justice having
15 such place within its or his judicial district. Such a
16 proceeding, if founded upon the same allegations as a
17 proceeding under sections forty-two to forty-seven,
18 inclusive, of chapter one hundred and nineteen may
19 be heard and disposed of in the juvenile session of the
20 court, in any county other than Suffolk, or, in Suffolk
21 county, by the juvenile court for Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  28. Chapter two hundred and seventy-
2 six of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
3 ing out section eighty-three, as amended by chapter
4 three hundred and sixty of the acts of nineteen hun-
5 dred and thirty-six, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following: —
7 Section 83. The superior court, the chief justice
8 of the municipal court of the city of Boston, subject
9 to the approval of the associate justices thereof, and

10 the justice of each other district court, with the
11 written approval of the administrative committee
12 of the district courts, who shall consult the board of
13 probation relative thereto, may appoint such male
14 and female probation officers as they may respectively
15 from time to time deem necessary for their respective
16 courts; and if there is more than one probation officer
17 in one court, one of such officers may be designated



1937.] SENATE — No. 329. 31

18 as chief probation officer. All officers so appointed
19 shall be removable for cause by the court making the
20 appointment; provided, that no officer appointed by
21 a justice of a district court other than the municipal
22 court of the city of Boston shall be removed or dis-
23 charged from office unless such removal or discharge
24 shall be approved in writing by the administrative
25 committee of the district courts after consultation
26 with the board of probation relative thereto. The
27 compensation of each probation officer appointed by
28 the superior court shall be fixed by that court and
29 by it apportioned from time to time among the coun-
30 ties wherein said officer performs his duties. In the
31 municipal court of the city of Boston, the chief jus-
32 tice of said court, subject to the approval of the as-
33 sociate justices thereof, shall fix the compensation
34 of each probation officer appointed for such court;
35 and in each other district court the justice thereof,
36 subject to the approval of the county commission-
37 ers, shall fix the compensation of each probation
38 officer appointed for such court; and such compensa-
39 tion shall be paid by the county on vouchers ap-
40 proved respectively by the chief justice of the munic-
41 ipal court of the city of Boston or by the justice of
42 such other district court.

1 Section  29. Section eighty-six of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-six is hereby repealed.

1 C h a pter  30. Said chapter two hundred ana
2 seventy-six is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section ninety-one, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: —
5 Section 91. Probation officers appointed by the
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6 juvenile court for Suffolk county may serve such
7 processes as may be directed to them by the court.

1 Sectio n  31. Said chapter two hundred and
2 seventy-six is hereby further amended by striking
3 out section ninety-five, as so appearing, and insert-
4 ing in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 95. The superior court, the juvenile court
6 for Suffolk county or a district court in any county (
7 other than Suffolk may authorize a probation officer
8 of its court, and a district court in Suffolk county
9 may authorize a probation officer of its court in the

10 case of any person placed on probation who is not a
11 delinquent child or a wayward child, as such terms
12 are defined in section fifty-two of chapter one hun-
13 dred and nineteen, to expend such amount as the
14 court considers expedient for the temporary support
15 or transportation, or both, of a person placed on
16 probation, and such amount shall be repaid to the
17 probation officer by the county upon vouchers ap-
18 proved by the court. A record of any amount so
19 authorized shall be entered on the clerk’s docket of
20 the case.
21 The chief probation officer of the municipal court
22 of the city of Boston may provide for the temporary
23 support or transportation, or both, of a person placed
24 on probation in said court, or for the relief of the
25 immediate distress of such person, in any manner
26 which he may deem proper, and for these purposes
27 may annually expend a sum not exceeding two thou-
28 sand dollars for all such cases of relief. At the end of
29 each month said chief probation officer shall submit
30 to the chief justice of said court a list of the expenses
31 so incurred, with proper vouchers, and upon approval
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32 of the chief justice the amount thereof shall be paid
33 to the chief probation officer by Suffolk county.

1 Section 32. Section ninety-nine of said chapter
2 two hundred and seventy-six, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the eighth line,
4 the words “ Boston juvenile court” and inserting in
5 place thereof the following: — juvenile court for
6 Suffolk county, — so as to read as follows: — Sec-
7 tion 99. The board of probation shall prescribe the
8 form of all records and of all reports from probation
9 officers and of reports from trial justices, and shall

10 make rules for the registration of reports and for the
11 exchange of information between the courts. It shall
12 provide for such organization and co-operation of the
13 probation officers in the several courts as may seem
14 advisable. To promote co-ordination in the pro-
15 bation work of the courts, the board may call a con-
16 ference of any or all of the justices of the district
17 courts and the juvenile court for Suffolk county, or a
18 conference of any or all of the probation officers and
19 assistant probation officers, and a member of the
20 board shall preside. With the approval of the board,
21 the commissioner of correction or the department of
22 public welfare may hold a conference with any or all
23 of the probation officers to secure their co-operation
24 in keeping trace of the whereabouts of persons who
25 are at liberty from the prisons of the commonwealth.
26 The traveling expenses of said justices or officers in
27 attending any conference herein named shall be paid
28 as the other expenses of the respective courts are
29 paid.

1 Section 33. This act shall be liberally construed,
2 consistently with the provisions of sections forty-two
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3 to eighty-three, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and
4 nineteen of the General Laws, so far as the same are
5 not expressly amended by any provision of this act,
6 and further in order that all proceedings under this
7 act or in the court established by this act shall in all
8 respects be regarded as in the nature of equity pro-
9 cedure and not as criminal procedure.

1 Sectio n  34. If any section, subdivision or clause {
2 of this act or the application thereof to any person or
3 circumstances is held invalid, or unconstitutional,
4 such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect
5 an}̂  other section, subdivision or clause or applica-
6 tion of this act which can be given effect without the
7 invalid section, subdivision or clause or application,
8 and to this end the provisions of this act are declared
9 to be separable.

1 Sectio n  35. T he case of an y  child com ing w ithin
2 any provision of chapter two hundred and eighteen
3 A, as appearing in section one of this act, which upon
4 the effective date of this act is within the jurisdiction
5 and under the control of any other court in and for
6 the county of Suffolk is hereby transferred to the
7 jurisdiction and control of the juvenile court for
8 Suffolk county.

1 Sectio n  36. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of September in the current year; provided, that
3 so much of this act as authorizes the appointment and
4 qualification of judges of the juvenile court for Suf-
5 folk county and the appointment of clerks, probation
6 officers and clerical and other assistants of said court
7 shall take effect on in the current year.






