
To accompany the petition of Frederick Butler, chairman of the
County Commissioners of Essex County, that said commissioners be
authorized to purchase certain rights and remodel certain parts of
Fox Hill Bridge over the Saugus River, Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act to authorize the County Commissioners of Essex
County to purchase Certain Rights and remodel
Certain Parts of the Fox Hill Bridge for the Better
Accommodation of Traffic.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The county commissioners of the
2 county of Essex, subject to the provisions of all laws
3 which may be applicable, are hereby authorized to
4 purchase from the Eastern Massachusetts Street
5 Railway Company, for a sum which shall not be in
6 excess of thousand dollars, all the rights
7 and property owned by said company in the Fox
8 Hill bridge, so called, over the Saugus river at West-
-9 ern avenue in the city of Lynn and in the town of

10 Saugus, and thereafter to adapt to the uses of a high-
-11 way that portion of the bridge now set aside for
12 railway purposes and so acquired.
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1 Section 2. The amount to be paid by the county
2 to the street railway company, as herein provided,
3 shall be in full payment of everything owned by
4 the said company within the limits of the bridge
5 either as now maintained by the county or toward
6 which the company or its predecessors contributed
7 under provisions of chapter six hundred and thirty-
-8 one of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven, or
9 which has since been acquired by them within said

10 limits, except such portions of the track, poles, and
11 wires as the said company shall remove as herein-
-12 after provided, and thereafter the said company
13 shall have no claim against the county, the city, or
14 town, or the commonwealth by reason of anything
15 done under the provisions of this act, and shall at
16 its own expense, within ten days after transferring
17 to the county the rights and property as herein
18 provided, remove its tracks, poles and wires from
19 within the limits of the bridge as above set forth.

1 Section 3. Upon acquiring full title to the said
2 bridge the county commissioners may remodel that
3 portion now set aside for railway purposes and sur-
-4 face it with such type of pavement as they may de-
-5 termine so as to make the full width of the bridge
6 available for highway traffic in so far as the same
7 can in their opinion be reasonably done, and to con-
-8 nect with any roadway which may be constructed
9 upon the state highway adjacent to the bridge, and

10 they may make any and all necessary changes in
11 width, type of roadway surface, gates or any ap-
-12 purtenances within the limits of the structure whether
13 now used for street railway purposes or otherwise,
14 and they may, under the provisions of this act, equip
15 the draw of the said bridge with motors and other
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16 machinery of such type as may be made necessary
17 by change in source of electric current, which has
18 heretofore been furnished by the street railway com-

-19 pany, or they may charge to, and include in, the cost
20 herein authorized any expenses which they may have
21 incurred, at any time before completion of the
22 bridge, on account of such change in motors, etc.,,
23 under their general authority to maintain and operate
24 the bridge as provided in chapter six hundred and
25 thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven.

1 Section 4. The costs and expenses incurred under
2 this act shall not exceed the sum of thou-
-3 sand dollars and shall be paid in the first instance
4by the county of Essex. The said county commis-
5 sioners may borrow by a temporary loan or loans,
6 on the credit of the county, such sums not exceeding
7 the said amount as may from time to time be re-
8 quired for the costs and expenses aforesaid, including
9 interest, and may issue bonds or notes of the county

10 therefor bearing interest or discounted as may be
11 deemed advisable, and the county treasurer of said
12 county may sell such bonds or notes at public or
13 private sale upon such terms and conditions as the 1
14 county commissioners may deem proper. The notes
15 may be renewed from time to time for such period
16 as may be necessary. All money so borrowed shall
1' be deposited in the county treasury and the countj'-
18 treasurer shall pay out the same as ordered by the
19 said commissioners and shall keep a separate, accu-

-20 rate account of all money so borrowed and expended,
21 including interest or discount, as the case may be.

1 Section 5. From time to time, and upon com-
-2 pletion of said bridge, the county commissioners shall
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3 file in the office of the clerk of the courts of said county
4 a detailed statement, certified under their hands, of
5 the actual costs and expenses of reconstructing said
6 bridge, including interest or discount as the case may
7 be on all money borrowed under authority of section
8 four. Within three months after the filing of any
9 such statement of the costs and expenses of recon-

10 structing said bridge the county commissioners shall,
11 after such notice as they may deem proper and a hear-
-12 ing, apportion and assess upon said county an amount
13 equal to fifty per cent of said costs and expenses, and
14 shall apportion and assess upon the city of Lynn an
15 amount equal to fifty per cent of said costs and ex-

-16 penses. The county commissioners shall file in the
17 office of the clerk of the courts of said county the re-
-18 port of the said apportionment and assessment, and
19 the said clerk shall transmit a true and attested copy
20 thereof to the mayor of said city, and the said city
21 shall pay its proportion of said costs and expenses,
22 determined by the county commissioners as afore-
-23 said, into the treasury of said county within sixty
24 days thereafter; and if said city shall refuse or neg-
-25 lect to pay any proportion determined as aforesaid,
26 said county commissioners shall, after notice to the
27 city, issue a warrant against said city for its propor-
-28 tion determined as aforesaid, with interest and costs
29 of the notice and warrant, and the same shall be
30 collected in the same manner as executions in actions
31 at law, and paid into the treasury of the county of
32 Essex. For the purpose of paying the county’s ulti-
-33 mate share of said costs and expenses, the county
34 treasurer, with the approval of the county commis-
-35 sioners, may borrow from time to time such sums as
36 may be necessary, not exceeding, in the aggregate,



SENATE —No. 349.1937.] 5

37 thousand dollars, and may issue bonds
38 or notes of the county therefor, which shall bear on

39 their face, the words, County of Essex, Fox Hill
40 Bridge Loan, Act of 1937. Such loans shall be pay-
-41 able by such annual payments, beginning not more

42 than one year after the respective dates thereof,
43 as will extinguish each loan within twenty years from
44 its date, and the amount of such annua! payment in
45 any year shall not be less than the amount of the
46 principal of the loan payable in any subsequent year.
47 Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate
48 loan. For the purpose of paying the amount assessed
49 against the city of Lynn said city may borrow from
50 time to time such sums as may be necessary, not
51 exceeding, in the aggregate thousand
52 dollars, and said city may issue bonds, or notes
53 therefor which shall bear on their face the words
54 Fox Hill Bridge Loan, Act of 1937. Each authoriz
55 issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans
56 shall be payable within twenty years from their
57 dates. Indebtedness incurred by said city under
58 this act shall be in excess of the statutory limit, but
59 shall, except as otherwise provided herein, be sub-
-60 ject to chapter forty-four of the General Laws. The
61 said county and the said city may each sell the said
62 securities at public or private sale upon such terms
63 as they may deem proper, but not for less than their
64 par value, and the proceeds of the loans issued by
65 the county shall be used to pay temporary loans in
66 accordance with the provisions of section four or for
67 reconstructing said bridge, and the proceeds of the
68 securities issued by said city shall be paid into the
69 county treasury to be applied to payment of notes
70 or bonds issued by the county in accordance with
71 section four.
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1 Section 6. Nothing herein contained shall af-
-2 feet or impair the rights granted to the metropolitan
3 water board by said chapter six hundred and thirty-

-4 one of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven with
5 respect to the water pipe now supported on the west-

-6 erly side of the bridge.

1 Section 7. Upon acquiring title from the Eastern
2 Massachusetts Street Railway Company as herein
3 provided and thereafter the county commissioners
4 shall have full control of the entire bridge. The cost

5 of maintaining and operating the said bridge shall
6 be paid in the first instance by the county of Essex
7 and shall be appropriated and assessed upon the city
8 of Lynn and upon the county of Essex in the propor-

-9 tion of fifty per cent each. The county commissioners
10 shall annually, in the month of November, submit

11 to the city of Lynn a true statement of the expenses

12 of its maintenance and operation and within thirty
13 days thereafter the said city shall pay into the treas-
-14 ury of the county its proportion determined as afore-
-15 said; and if the city shall neglect or refuse to pay the
16 same the said commissioners shall, after a notice to

17 the city, issue a warrant and the same with interest
18 and cost of notice and cost of warrant shall be col-
-19 lected and paid into the treasury of the county to be
20 applied in payment of the expenses as aforesaid.
21 Any provisions of section six of chapter six hundred
22 and thirty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
23 eleven inconsistent herewith shall no longer apply
24 after the acquiring of title from the Eastern Massa-
-25 chusetts Street Railway Company by the county as
26 herein provided.
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1 Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its ac-

-2 ceptance by the county commissioners of the county
3 of Essex, provided that such acceptance occur prior
4 to December thirty-first in the current year.




