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Senate, May 3, 1937.

The committee on State Administration, to whom was
referred the special report of the State Planning Board
submitting for ratification certain compacts with other
New England States for flood control in the valleys of
the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers (House, No.
1774); the message from His Excellency the Governor
recommending enactment of the compacts with other
New England States for flood control in the valleys of
the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers, as submitted by
the State Planning Board, with necessary legislation rela-
tive thereto (House, No. 1775); and so much of the report
of the Attorney-General for the year ending November
30, 1936 (Pub. Doc. No. 144) (recommitted) as relates
to creating a board of commissioners to negotiate with
other New England States in respect to erection of flood
relief structures and with authority to sign interstate
compacts on behalf of this Commonwealth (page 6),
report, in part, the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 426).

For the committee,

CORNELIUS F. HALEY.

Clje Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Seven.

An Act ratifying a Proposed Compact between the Common-
wealth and the States of Connecticut, New Hampshire and
Vermont relative to Flood Control in the Connecticut River
Valley and Providing for the Appointment and Compensa-
tion of the Members Representing the Commonwealth upon
the Commission thereby established.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
2 to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
3 an emergency law, necesi
4 tion of the public health,

iry for the immediate preserva-
safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate
General Court assembled, and
follows:

and House of Representatives in
by the authority of the same, as

1 Section 1. The state planning board, by its chairman,
2 is hereby authorized to enter into and execute on the part
3 of this commonwealth and in its name and behalf, with
4 the states of Connecticut, New Hampshire and Vermont,
5 by and through the commissioners or other officers who
6 may be authorized thereto by the legislatures of said re-
-7 spective states, a compact in the following form;

CJjc Commontoealtl) of

8 Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the
9 States of Connecticut, New Hampshire and Vermont recog-

10 nize that destructive floods upon the Connecticut River, up-
-11 setting orderly processes and causing loss of life and property,
12 including the erosion of lands, and impairing and obstructing
13 highways, railroads and other channels of commerce between
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14 the aforesaid states, constitute a menace, and that investiga-
-15 tions and improvements of said Connecticut River and its
16 tributaries, including the watersheds thereof, for flood control
17 purposes are in the interest of the general welfare of the afore-
-18 said states; and
19 Whereas, Under Section 4of an Act of the Congress of the
20 United States of America entitled “Public No. 738 74th
21 Congress —An Act authorizing the construction of certain
22 public works on rivers and harbors for flood control, and for
23 other purposes,” approved June 22, 1936, “the consent of Con-
-24 gress” was “given to any two or more states to enter into
25 compacts or agreements in connection with any project or oper-
-26 ation authorized by such act for flood control or the prevention
27 of damage to life or property by reason of floods, upon any
28 stream or streams or their tributaries which lie in two or more
29 such states, for the purpose of providing, in such manner and
30 such proportion as may be agreed upon by said states and
31 approved by the Secretary of War, funds for construction and
32 maintenance, for the payments of damages, and for the pur-
-33 chase of lands, easements and rights of way in connection with
34 such project or operation;” and
35 Whereas, The Connecticut River, together with its tribu-
-36 taries, is such a waterway as is defined in said Act of Congress
37 above referred to, and the adequate and proper regulation of
38 the destructive floods hereinbefore referred to upon said
39 Connecticut River and its tributaries can best be accomplished
40 by the mutual agreement and co-operation of the states herein-
-41 before named, by and through a joint or common agency; and
42 Whereas, Under and by the terms of said Act of Congress,
43 hereinbefore referred to, the entire cost of construction of the
44 various projects for flood control therein defined is to be paid
45 and discharged by the United States, and the signatory states
46 hereto desire to avail themselves of the advantages and bene-
-47 fits accruing to them thereby and to be relieved of such cost
48 of construction.
49 Now, therefore, The said Commonwealth of Massachusetts
50 and States of Connecticut, New Hampshire and Vermont do
51 hereby enter into the following compact, to wit;

52 Article I.
53 The principal purposes of this compact are
54 (a) To promote interstate comity among and between the
55 signatory states;
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56 (6) To provide adequate storage capacity for impounding
the waters of the Connecticut River and its tributaries, de-
signed primarily for the protection of life and property from
floods;

57

58
59
60 (c) To provide a joint or common agency through which

the signatory states, while promoting, protecting and preserv-
ing to each the local interest and sovereignty of the respective
signatory states, may more effectively co-operate in accom-
plishing the object of flood control in thebasin of the Connecti-
cut River and its tributaries, and, among other things:

61
62
63
64
65
66 (1) To acquire by lease from the states signatory hereto,

or some of them, all lands, easements and rights of way neces-
sary for the construction of the projects herein contemplated,
without cost to the United States, except as provided in said
Act of Congress hereinbefore referred to;

67
68
69
70
71 (2) To hold and save the United States free from damagei

due to the construction works;72
73 (3) To maintain and operate all the works herein contem-

plated after completion in accordance withregulations prescribed
by the Secretary of War;

74
75

76 (4) To accept from the signatory states hereto, and from
any other source, contributions of moneys as hereinafter set
forth for the purposes herein set forth, including without limit-
ing the same, funds for the acquisition of lands, easements and
rights of way, for the payment of damages and for the opera-
tion and maintenance of said flood control reservoirs, and the
expenses incidental thereto and to the functions of the Con-
necticut River Valley Flood Control Commission hereinafter

//

78
79
80
81
82

83
84 created
85 Article II

There is hereby created
Flood Control Commission
Commission, which shall i

86 The Connecticut River Valley
hereinafter referred to as the87

11 nsist of twelve commissioners,
dents of the Commonwealth ofwhom shall be re89

Massachusetts; three of wl ii shall be residents of the State90
Connecticut; three of wl91 n shall be resident St

92 of New Hampshire; and three of whom
the State of Vermont.(

The members of said commission shall be chosen by their94
95 respective states in such manner and for such term as may be

fixed and determined from time to time by the law of each of96
97 said states respectively by which they are appointed. A com-
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1
1

1
1
1

missioner may be removed or suspended from office as provided
by the law of the state for which he shall be appointed; and
any occurring in said Commission shall be filled in
accordance with the laws of the state wherein such vacancy
exists.

98
99
100
101
102

A majority of the members from each state shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of business, the exercise of any
powers or the performance of any duties, but no action of the
Commission shall be binding unless at least two of the members
from each State shall vote in favor thereof.

103
104
105
106
107

The compensation of the members of said Commission shall
be fixed, determined and paid by the state which they respec-
tively represent. All necessary expenses incurred in the per-
formance of their duties shall be paid from the funds of said
Commission.

108
109
110
11l
112

The Commission shall elect from its members a chairman,
vice-chairman, clerk and treasurer. Such treasurer shall fur-
nish to said Commission, at its expense, a bond with corporate
surety, to be approved by said Commission, in such amount as
said Commission may determine, conditioned for the faithful
performance of his duties.

113
114
115
116
117
118

The Commission shall adopt suitable by-laws, and shall
make such rules and regulations as it may deem advisable
governing the operation of flood control projects, not incon-

119
120
121
122 signatory states or laws of the

or regulations lawfully promul-
sistent with the laws of the
United States, and any rules
gated thereunder.

123
124
125 The Commission shall make

of each of the signatory states
an annual report to the governor

, setting forth in detail the oper-126
127 ations and transactions conducted by it pursuant to this com-

pact and any legislation thereunder, which said reports shall
be submitted to the respective legislatures.

128
129
130 a record of all its meetings and

scounts, and shall maintain a
plans, documents, records and
t to public inspection at such
ions as the Commission shall

The Commission shall keep
proceedings, contracts and a
suitable office, where its maps
accounts shall be kept, subjei
times and under such regula
determine.

131
132
33
.34
35

111Artk36

The Commission shall
and politic, with full power

itute a body, both corporate
authority,
to hold lands, easements and

mi6!

.38 am
(1) To acquire by lease39 anc
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rights of way for reservoirs herein contemplated, and for the
use and enjoyment thereof;

140
141

(2) To hold, maintain and operate reservoirs, including ap-
purtenances, for the purposes of flood control;

142
143

(3) To receive funds and moneys from the signatory states
or other sources, for the purpose of acquiring, operating and
maintaining such reservoirs as may hereafter be constructed
within the basin of the Connecticut River under the terms of
this compact, including, without limiting the same, funds for
the acquisition of lands, easements and rights of way, for the
payment of damages and for the maintenance and operation
of said reservoirs, and the expenses incidental thereto and to
the functions of the commission;

144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152

(4) To sue and be sued;153
(5) To have a seal and alter the same at pleasure;154
(6) To appoint and employ such agents and employees as

may be required in the proper performance of the duties hereby
committed to it, and to fix and determine their qualifications,
duties and compensation;

155
156
157
158

(7) To enter into such contracts and agreements, and to do
and perform any and all other acts, matters and things as
may be necessary and essential to the full and complete per-
formance of the powers and duties hereby committed to and
imposed upon it in connection with the construction, operation
and maintenance of the system of reservoirs hereby or here-
after authorized and as may be incidental thereto; and

159
160
161
162
163
164
165

(8) To have such additional powers and duties as may
hereafter be delegated to or imposed upon it from time to
time by the action of the legislature of any of said states, con-
curred in by the legislatures of the other states.

166
167
168
169

The Commission shall be charged with the duty, and it is
hereby authorized and empowered, to give such assurances,
satisfactory to the Secretary of War, as are required by Sec-
tion 3 of the Act of Congress hereinbefore referred to.

170
171
172
173

The Commission shall make, or cause to be made, such
studies as it may deem necessary, in co-operation with the War
Department, for the development of a comprehensive plan of
flood control, as herein defined, and for the efficient manage-
ment and regulation of said flood control system, and from
time to time shall make reports and recommendations in respect
thereto to the signatory states.

174
175
176
177
178
179
180

The Commission shall not pledge the credit of the signa-
tory states, or any of them, nor shall it convey, encumber, or

181
182
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183 in any way undertake to alienate the lands, easements and
184 rights of way so leased to it, as hereinafter provided, or any
185 part thereof, or any interest therein, except by and with the
186 consent of the signatory states.

187 Article IV.
There shall be established in the Connecticut River basin

as an initial plan of flood control eight of the following eleven
proposed reservoirs, to wit:

188
189
190

(a) Three of the four following reservoirs in the State of
Vermont:

191
192
193 (1) At Victory on the Moose River, controlling a drainage

area of approximately sixty-six (66) square miles, and provid-
ing flood control storage for approximately seven (7) inches of
runoff over said drainage area, the dam at said reservoir to be
constructed in such manner as to provide for flood control, and
in addition thereto to be so designed and constructed as to
provide for further development by increasing the storage
capacity, the added storage to be used for water conservation
or power development at the option of the State of Vermont.

194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202 (2) At Union Village on the Ompompanoosuc River, con-

trolling a drainage area of approximately one hundred twenty-
six (126) square miles, and providing flood control storage for
approximately four and one-half (4-|-) inches of runoff over
said drainage area, the dam at said reservoir to be constructed
in such manner as to provide for flood control and also for a
recreational lake, to be maintained during the summer months
at a substantially constant minimum level, to be fixed by the
Chief of Engineers of the United States Army, except when
increased temporary storage is required for flood control.

203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212 (3) At North Hartland on the Ottauquechee River, control-

ling a drainage area of approximately two hundred twenty-two
(222) square miles, and providing flood control storage for
approximately four and one-tenth (4.1) inches of runoff over

213
214
215
216 said drainage area, the dam at said reservoir to be for flood

control purposes only.217
218 (4) At GrotonPond on the Wells River, controlling a drain-

age area of approximately seventeen and three-tenths (17.3)
square miles, and providing flood control storage for approxi-
mately seven (7) inches of runoff over said drainage area, and
the dam at said reservoir to be constructed in such manner
as to provide for flood control and also for a recreational lake,

219
220
221
222
223
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224 the level of the water to be maintained during the summer
months at a substantially constant minimum level, to be fixed
by the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army, except
when increased temporary storage is required for flood control.

225
226
227
228 { b ) Three reservoirs in the State of New Hampshire as

follows:229
230 (1) At Bethlehem Junction on the Ammonoosuc River, con-

trolling a drainage area of approximately ninety (90) square
miles, and providing flood control storage for approximately
six (6) inches of runoff over said drainage area, the dam at said
reservoir to be constructed in such manner as to provide for
flood control and also for a recreational lake to be maintained
during the summer months at a substantially constant mini-
mum level, to be fixed by the Chief of Engineers of the United
States Army, except when increased temporary storage is
required for flood control.

231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240 (2) At Stocker Pond in the Towns of Grantham and Spring-

field, controlling a drainage area of approximately thirty-four
and four-tenths (34.4) square miles, and providing flood con-
trol storage for approximately six (6) inches of runoff over said
drainage area, the dam at said reservoir to be constructed for
flood control, and in addition thereto to be so designed and
constructed as to provide for further development by increas-
ing the storage capacity, the added storage to be used for
water conservation or power development, at the option of the
State of New Hampshire.

241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250 (3) At Surry Mountain on the Ashuelot River, controlling a

drainage area of approximately one hundred (100) square
miles, and providing flood control storage for approximately
six (6) inches of runoff over said drainage area, the dam at said
reservoir to be constructed in such manner as to provide for
flood control, and in addition thereto to be so designed and
constructed as to provide for further development by increas-
ing the storage capacity, the added storage to be used for water
conservation or power development, at the option of the State
of New Hampshire.

251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260 (c) Two of the four following reservoirs in the Common-

wealth of Massachusetts:261
262 (1) At Knightville on the Westfield River, controlling a drain-

age area of approximately one hundred sixty-four (164) square
miles, and providing flood control storage for approximately
four and five-tenths (4.5) inches of runoff over said drainage
area, the dam at said reservoir to be constructed in such man-

263
264
265
266
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267 ner as to provide for flood control, and in addition thereto to
be so designed and constructed as to provide for further de-
velopment by increasing the storage capacity, the added stor-
age to be used for water conservation or power development,
at the option of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; or to
be constructed in such manner as to provide for flood control
and also for a recreational lake to be maintained during the
summer months at a substantially constant minimum level,
to be fixed by the Chief of Engineers of the United States
Army, except when increased temporary storage is required
for flood control, as said Commonwealth of Massachusetts may
elect.

268
2b9
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279 (2) At Tully on the Tully Brook, a tributary of Millers

River, controlling a drainage area of approximately fifty (50)
square miles, and providing flood control storage for approxi-
mately eight (8) inches of runoff over said drainage area, the
dam at said reservoir to be constructed in such manner as to
provide for flood control, and in addition thereto to be so de-
signed and constructed as to provide for further development
by increasing the storage capacity, the added storage to be
used for water conservation or power development, at the
option of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; or to be con-
structed in such manner as to provide for flood control and
also for a recreational lake to be maintained during the sum-
mer months at a substantially constant minimum level, to be
fixed by the Chief of Engineers of the United States Army,
except when increased temporary storage is required for flood
control, as said Commonwealth of Massachusetts may elect.

280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290
291
292
293
294
295 (3) At Priest Pond on Priest Brook, a tributary of Millers

River, controlling a drainage area of approximately eighteen
and eight-tenths (18.8) square miles, and providing flood con-
trol storage for approximately six (6) inches of runoff over
said drainage area, the dam at said reservoir to be constructed
in such manner as to provide for flood control, and in addition
thereto to be so designed and constructed as to provide for
further development by increasing the storage capacity, the
added storage to be used for water conservation or power de-
velopment, at the option of the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts; or to be constructed in such manner as to provide for
flood control, and also for a recreational lake to be maintained
during the summer months, at a substantially constant mini-
mum level, to be fixed by the Chief of Engineers of the United
States Army, except when increased temporary storage is re-

296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
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310 quired for flood control, as said Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts may elect.311

312 (4) At Lower Naukeag on the Millers River, controlling a
drainage area of approximately nineteen and seven-tenths
(19.7) square miles, and providing flood control storage for
approximately five and one-tenth (5.1) inches of runoff over
said drainage area, the dam at said reservoir to be constructed
in such manner as to provide for flood control and also for a
recreational lake, to be maintained during the summer months
at a substantially constant minimum level, to be fixed by the
Chief of Engineers of the United States Army, except when
increased temporary storage is required for flood control.

313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322 The type and general plans for the construction of the eight

reservoirs herein provided to be constructed as an initial plan
of flood control on the Connecticut River basin, are to be ap-
proved by the Connecticut River Valley Flood Control Com-
mission, hereinbefore created, before any construction work
thereon is begun or prosecuted.

323
324
325
326
327
328 In so far as any of the foregoing reservoirs may be constructed

for the combined purpose of flood control and recreational facili-
ties, none of the signatory states wherein such reservoirs are
located shall be obligated to pay any additional cost of con-
struction.

329
330
331
332

333 Article V.
334 To the end that the Connecticut River Valley Flood Control

Commission may give to the Secretary of War the assurances
required under Section 3 of the Act of Congress hereinbefore
referred to, and that the lands, easements and rights of way
necessary for the construction by the United States of the reser-
voirs and structures thereon, herein contemplated, may be pro-
vided, each state at the request of said Commission shall pro-
ceed forthwith to acquire title to and possession of the lands,
easements and rights of way within its territorial limits, which
are determined and designated by the Commission for the con-
struction of such reservoir or reservoirs.

335
336
837
838
339
340
341
U9

343
344
345 Such acquisition shall be by purchase or by the exercise of

the right of eminent domain, as said Commission may direct,
and in the manner now or hereafter provided for by the laws of
the states wherein such lands, easements and rights of way are
located. Title to such lands, easements and rights of way shall
be taken in the name of the state wherein the same are located.
The cost of acquisition, as hereinafter defined, shall be borne by

346
347
348
349
350
351
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352 said Commission and paid from and out of the funds contributed
353 by the signatory states for such purpose, as hereinafter provided.
354 Each state, upon notice from and at the sole expense of said
355 Commission, shall forthwith proceed to make, or cause to be
356 made, such highway relocations, including the acquisition of all
357 necessary rights of way therefor, and the construction of such
358 relocated highway, as may become necessary therein because
359 of the construction, operation and maintenance of any reser-
-360 voir orreservoirs for flood control purposes. Provided, however,
361 that due allowance shall be made on account of any improved
362 type of construction of such relocated highway. The character,
363 location, route and construction of such relocated highways
364 shall be determined by the state wherein such relocated high-
-365 way is situated, or by its representatives.
366 In like manner, such state, at the expense of the Commission,
367 and upon its request, shall procure the relocation of any rail-
-368 road, electric transmission, telephone or telegraph lines, or other
369 public utility structures, including new rights of way therefor
370 as may be essential on account of the construction, operation
371 and maintenance of such reservoir for flood control purposes.

372 Article VI

373 The Commission shall save the states in which such reservoirs
374 are located free and harmless from all loss, cost, damage or
375 expense in connection with the control, operation and mainte-
-376 nance of such reservoir or reservoirs except as hereinafter pro-
-377 vided in Articles IX and XL
378 The Commission or the War Department in the construction
379 and maintenance of such reservoir or reservoirs shall cause the
380 area which may be flowed thereby when full, to be cleared of
381 buildings and all such trees, brush and underbrush as from time
382 to time may be damaged or killed by such flowage; shall cause
383 borrow pits or banks, other excavations or unused accumula-
-384 tions of material and debris, to be leveled, graded, masked, re-
-385 moved or otherwise disposed of in such a way as to leave no
386 holes or other unsightly conditions therein; and shall cause all
387 water pockets to be properly drained and the premises affected
388 by such flowage to be landscaped in such manner as may reason-
-389 ably preserve the natural condition of such premises before such
390 construction, except as the same necessarily may be changed
391 thereby.
392 The lands, easements and rights of way leased shall be exempt
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393 from all taxation but the said Commission shall make payments
on or before the first day of October of each year to each town
in which such lands, easements and rights of way, respectively,
are located, of a sum equal to the taxes which would have been
assessed against the said lands, easements and rights of way
in such town if the same had been included in the list of taxable
property for such year, at the assessed valuation of the same as
determined for the tax year 1936. Provided, however, that no
payment shall be made or required hereunder on account of
reimbursement for loss of taxes on any structure which may be
erected on such premises in connection with the construction
or use of said project, or on account of any railroad or other
public utility which may be relocated under the terms of this
compact, and which is included in the list of taxable property
in said town when relocated.

394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405
406
407
408 When said lands, easements and rights of way essential to

the construction of any dam or reservoir shall have been ac-
quired as hereinbefore provided, the state wherein the same
are located, shall make, execute and deliver to said Commis-
sion a good and sufficient lease of the same, to include the
structures thereon -when completed and accepted by the state,
except as hereinafter provided, upon the terms and conditions
following, to wit:

409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416 (a) The said Commission shall save the state in which

said reservoirs are respectively located, free and harmless
from all loss, cost, damage or expense in connection with the
control, operation and maintenance of said reservoir or reser-
voirs except as hereinafter provided in Articles IX and XI.

417
418
419
420
421 (6) In the construction and maintenance of such reservoir

or reservoirs, the area wTich may be flowed thereby, when
full, shall be cleared of buildings and of such trees, brush and
underbrush, as from time to time may be damaged or killed
by such flowage; borrow pits or banks, other excavations or
unused accumulations of material and debris, shall be leveled,
graded, masked, removed or otherwise disposed of in such a
way as to leave no holes or other unsightly conditions therein;
all water pockets shall be properly drained; and the premises
affected by such shall be landscaped in such manner as
may reasonably preserve the natural condition of such premises
before such construction, except as the same necessarily may
be changed thereby.

422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434 (c) The lands, easements and rights of way hereby leased

shall be exempt from all taxation; but the said Commission435
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436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463
464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477

shall make payments on or before the first day of October of
each year to each town in which such lands, easements and
rights of way, respectively, are located, of a sum equal to the
taxes which would have been assessed against the said lands,
easements and rights of way in such town if the same had been
included in the list of taxable property for such year, at the
assessed valuation of the same as determined for the tax year
1936. Provided, however, that no payment shall be made or
required hereunder on account of reimbursement for loss of
taxes on any structure which may be erected on such premises
in connection with the construction or use of said project; or
on account of any railroad or other public utility which may be
relocated under the terms of this agreement, and which there-
after is included in the list of taxable property in said town
when relocated.

(d) The lands, easements and rights of way herein described,
are leased and demised solely for the purpose of flood control,
and for no other purpose, and the said lessor hereby excepts
from this lease and reserves unto itself all benefit or advan-
tage of water conservation, power storage or power develop-
ment, that may be inherent in such reservoir site, with the
right, at such time as it may determine, and upon compliance
with the requirements of the United States respecting the
adjustment and payment of any added construction cost by
reason of the type of construction adapted for that purpose,
and the assumption and payment of the cost of acquiring any
additional lands, easements and rights of way necessitated by
such additional development, and the full preservation of the
principal purpose of flood control, to develop the same in such
manner and for such purpose as may be essential to the full
beneficial use thereof.

(e ) The term of said lease shall be for the period of nine
hundred and ninety-nine years, subject only to be defeated
by a breach of the terms or the conditions in this article set
forth.

Article YII.
The cost of acquisition of lands, easements and rights of

way, as used or referred to herein, shall be deemed to include
the cost of:

(1) The purchase or condemnation of lands, easements and
rights of way of every kind and nature required or essential
in the construction, development, operation and maintenance
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478 of such reservoirs as an effective agency for flood control, and
including, among other things, camp sites, borrow banks or
pits, rock ledges, gravel deposits and rights of way thereto
in the vicinity of the dam necessary for the construction and
maintenance thereof. Such camps are to be removed and the
sites thoroughly cleaned up at no cost to the states or Com-
mission before being relinquished by the United States upon
the completion of the construction work;

479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486 (2) The reconstruction, relocation or elevation of public

highways, including bridges or other structures;487
488 (3) The reconstruction or relocation of public service utili-

ties, including railroads and the alteration of bridges and
structures thereon, whether publicly or privately owned;

489
490
491 (4) The reconstruction or relocation of telegraph, telephone

or electric light or power distribution and transmission lines,
pipe lines, aqueducts, water or gas mains; and

492
493
494 (5) Any other damages, expenses or costs that may be neces-

sitated or incurred in procuring and providing the sites neces-
sary for the construction of the reservoirs herein contemplated,
including the cost and expense of acquiring such lands, ease-
ments and rights of way and procuring the reconstruction or
relocation of the highways, bridges, railroads, telephone, tele-
graph and electric lines, pipes, aqueducts and mains above
mentioned, or the rights of way for the same, or any other simi-
lar expenditures.

495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502

503 Article VIII
504 The rights to be acquired and exercised by the Commission

are solely for flood control purposes, and each of the respective
signatory states wherein any reservoir may be situated, reserves
respectively unto itself, all benefit or advantage of water con-
servation, power storage or power development that may be
inherent in such reservoir site.

505
506
507
508
509
510 In the event any signatory state may wish to preserve to

itself the value of such site for the purposes aforesaid, it may,
through an appropriate agency of the state, so notify the
United States, through its War Department, before any con-
struction work is commenced hereunder for flood control pur-
poses, so that the design and construction of the dam at such
site may be developed in such manner as to provide for further
development as a storage reservoir for the conservation of water,
enhancement of stream flow or power development.

511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518

Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be519
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520 deemed to prevent any such state, at its option, at any time
521 hereafter, by itself or through such agency as it may designate,
522 from developing any such reservoir or reservoirs for use for
523 water conservation, power storage or power development, in
524 order that it may avail itself of the full beneficial use and en-
525 joyment of the rights herein reserved. In such event, such
526 state shall pay or provide for the payment of all costs or ex-
527 penses necessary for such further development, including adap-
528 tation of any existing dam and works to such purpose, in ac-
529 cordance with plans approved by the Secretary of War, and
530 at all times fully preserve the primary purpose of flood control.
531 The terms and conditions under which any such signatory
532 state shall make available the rights of water conservation,
533 power storage or power development herein reserved shall be
534 determined by separate agreement or arrangement between
535 such state and the United States; and the type and general
536 plans for the construction of such of the reservoirs as are herein
537 contemplated to provide for such further development shall be
538 approved by some agency of such state, for that purpose duly
539 authorized, before any construction thereon is begun or prose-
540 cuted.
541 Article IX.
542 In order that an adequate fund may be established and
543 created from which payments for the acquisition of lands,
544 easements and rights of way may be made, the signatory states
545 become bound and each hereby obligates itself to pay to the
546 Commission, the proportion of the cost of acquisition of lands,
547 easements and rights of way respectively set forth below, and
548 subject to the limitations hereinafter provided, as follows
549 (1) The Commonwealth of Massachusetts fifty per cent
550 thereof.
551 (2) The State of Connecticut forty per cent thereof.
552 (3) The State of New Hampshire five per cent thereof.
553 (4) The State of Vermont five per cent thereof.
554 Provided, however, that it is the understanding, intent and
555 purpose of the parties hereto, that the cost of acquisition of
556 lands, easements and rights of way for eight reservoirs, pro-
-557 vided for herein, shall not exceed the sum of Two Million
558 Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,700,000) and that the
559 drainage area of the Connecticut River Basin to be controlled
560 thereby shall be approximately seven and 61/100 (7.61) per
561 cent thereof; and it is expressly provided that the maximum
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562 amount to which each of the signatory states shall be bound
or obligated for cost of acquisition of lands, easements and
rights of way on account of said eight reservoirs shall not
exceed the respective proportions hereinbefore set forth of
said sum of Two Million Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars
($2,700,000).

563
564
565
566
567
568 The fiscal year shall be deemed to begin on July Ist and end

on June 30th. Payment by the signatory states of the cost of
acquisition shall be made as and when requested by the Com-
mission on or after July 1, 1937; provided that not more than
one-half of said sum of Two Million Seven Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($2,700,000) shall be required to be paid in any fiscal
year after said date.

569
570
571
572
573
574

Article X.675

576 In the execution of the initial plan of eight reservoirs herein
577 contemplated said Commission, with the approval of the Sec-
578 retary of War, shall determine the order in which the construc-
579 tion work of the same shall be commenced and prosecuted,
580 except that it is hereby declared to be the intent and purpose
581 of the signatory states that construction work shall be first
582 begun on one reservoir project located in the Commonwealth
583 of Massachusetts and upon one reservoir project located
584 respectively in each of the States of New Hampshire and Ver-
585 Mont before further construction work is begun on any other
586 reservoir.
587 The initial plan for the construction of eight reservoirs herein
588 mentioned and provided for is part of a long range compre-
589 hensive program for flood control on the Connecticut River
590 and its tributaries, the object and purpose of the signatory
591 states being to enlarge and expand such flood control projects
592 to an ultimate control, including the reservoirs hereinabove
593 mentioned of approximately twenty-one per cent of the drain-
594 age area thereof, at a total maximum cost to the signatory
595 states, including the cost herein specified, of not to exceed Ten
596 Million Five Hundred Seventy-five Thousand Dollars ($lO,-

575,000); and the contributions by the respective signatory597
states, in the proportions hereinbefore set forth, shall not in598
any event exceed the total amount above stated.599

In the further development of such comprehensive program,600
said Commission shall determine from time to time the site,601
character, location and extent of such additional reservoirs,602
subject to the approval of the legislature of the state in which603
the same may be located.604
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605 Article XL
Each of the signatory states shall annually contribute and

pay to the Commission the respective proportions of the ex-
pense of operation and maintenance of the flood control reser-
voirs hereafter constructed under the terms of this agreement
as follows:

606
607
608
609
610

611 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts fifty per cent thereof,
The State of Connecticut forty per cent thereof,
The State of New Hampshire five per cent thereof,

612
613
614 The State of Vermont five per cent thereof,

615 and each of said states shall make adequate provision for com-
pliance on its part with the provisions of this Article, and the
same shall be made available as and when required upon the
requisition of the Commission.

616
617
618
619 As a part of the expense of operation and maintenance of

said reservoirs the Commission shall assume and pay to the
respective towns entitled thereto the cost of reimbursement
for loss of taxes, as set forth and required in sub-paragraph (c)
in Article VI hereof, and shall pay all costs incident to or dam-
ages resulting from the operation and maintenance of such
flood control reservoirs, and shall save the United States free
and harmless on account thereof, and shall pay all other costs
or expenses which may be necessary in the operation and main-
tenance thereof, including the expenses of the members of said
Commission hereinbefore provided to be paid out of the funds
of said Commission.

620
621
622
623
624
625
626
627
628
629
630

631 Article XII.
632 Each of the signatory states hereby releases and discharges

the others of and from all damages, which may be claimed to
result from the obstruction, detention, impounding, storage,

633
634
635 release or diversion of the waters of said Connecticut River
636 and its tributaries, in so far as the same may be in any way

affected by the construction, operation or maintenance of the637
638 voirs herein contemplated

639 Article XIII
640 This compact shall become operative and effective when

approved by the legislatures of each of the signatory states and
by the Congress of the United States. Notice of approval
shall be given by the governor of each state to the governors

641
642
643
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644 of the other states and to the President of the United States,
645 and the President of the United States is requested to give
646 notice to the governors of each of the signatory states of its
647 approval by the Congress of the United States.
648 In witness whereof, This compact has been executed by
649 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts on the day of
650 A.D. 19 ,by its commissioners thereunto law-
-651 fully authorized; and by the State of Connecticut on the
652 day of A.D. 19 ,by its commissioners
653 thereunto lawfully authorized; and by the State of New
654 Hampshire on the day of A.D. 19 ,by
655 its commissioners thereunto lawfully authorized; and by the
656 State of Vermont on the day of A.D.
657 19 ,by its commissioners thereunto lawfully authorized.

For the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Commissioners.
For the State of Connecticut,

Commissioners.

For the State of New Hampshire,

Commissioners

For the State of Vermont,

Commissioners.
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1 Section 2. Said compact when approved by the legis-
-2 latures of each of said states and by the congress of the
3 United States, shall thereupon become operative and effec-
-4 tive. The governor is hereby authorized and directed
5 forthwith to notify the governors, respectively, of the said
6 states and the president of the United States, that the
7 commonwealth on its part has approved and ratified said
8 compact. Upon its execution in quintuplicate by the
9 commissioners of each of said states as aforesaid, a duly

10 executed original of said compact shall be filed in the office
11 of the state secretary, together with the original notice of
12 ratification received from the governors of the remaining
13 signatory states, and such notice, if any, as may be re-
-14 ceived from the president or the congress of the United
15 States, signifying the approval thereof by such congress.

1 Section 3. After the aforesaid compact shall have
2 become effective as provided in section two of this act,
3 the governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
4 shall appoint three members of The Connecticut River
5 Valley Flood Control Commission, provided for in Article
6 II of said compact, one of whom shall serve until the first
7 day of February, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, one of
8 whom shall serve until the first day of February, nineteen
9 hundred and forty-one, and one of whom shall serve until

10 the first day of February, nineteen hundred and forty-
-11 three. In the month of January, nineteen hundred and
12 thirty-nine, and biennially thereafter, the governor, with
13 the advice and consent of the council, shall appoint one
14 member of the said commission wffiose term of office shall
15 be six years from and after the first day of February of the
16 year in which he is appointed. Sections eight to twelve,
17 inclusive, of chapter thirty of the General Laws shall apply
18 to said members.
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2 pointed by the commonwealth who does not hold salaried
3 state office while he is a member thereof shall be paid by
4 the commonwealth, as compensation for his services, the
5 sum of twenty-five dollars a day for each day’s service
6 performed in connection with his duties as such member.
7 Such compensation shall be paid by the state treasurer to
8 each member, not more often than every two weeks, upon
9 bills approved by the chairman, vice-chairman or clerk of

10 said commission.

1 Section 4. Each member of said commission ap-


