
SENATE No. 2

*

r

REPORT OF AN INVESTIGATION BY THE DE-
PARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH RELATIVE
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTE-
NANCE IN THE COUNTY OF ESSEX OR
MIDDLESEX OF AN INSTITUTION FOR THE
CARE AND TREATMENT OF PERSONS SUF-
FERING FROM CANCER.

To the General Court of Massachusett.
In accordance with chapter 35 of the Resolves of 1937,

which reads as follows;

Resolve providing for an Investigation by the Department
of Public Health relative to the Establishment and
Maintenance in the County op Essex or Middlesex of an
Institution for the Care and Treatment of Persons suf-
fering from Cancer.

Resolved, That the department of public health is hereby authorized
and directed to investigate the subject matter of current senate docu-
ment numbered one hundred and thirty-six, relative to the establish-
ment and maintenance in the county of Essex or the county of Mid-
dlesex of an institution for the care and treatment of persons suffering
from cancer. Said department shall report to the general court the
results of its investigation and its recommendations, if any, together
with estimates of cost and drafts of legislation necessary to carry such
recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
senate on or before the first Wednesday of December in the current
year.

the Department of Public Health made an investigation
to determine whether there is need for additional hospi-
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tal facilities for cancer in Essex and Middlesex counties.
A knowledge of the amount of cancer, the present facili-
ties existing in that section of the State, and the use of
both local facilities and those outside the specified area
were obtained. If the data indicate that the residents
of this section are not as well served in respect to cancer
as they are in other parts of the State, the further ques-
tion arises whether a hospital, more cancer clinics, or
more extensive education is the best solution to the
problem.

Table I. Cancer in Middlesex and Essex Counties

Middlesex and
Essex Counties.

Population, 1935 1,463,338 4,350,910

Cancer deaths, 1935 . . . . • • 2,119 6,351

Crude cancer death rate per 100,000 ....
144.8 146.0

In 1935 there were 2,119 cancer deaths in Middlesex
and Essex counties. These give a cancer death rate of
144.8 as compared with 146.0 for the State as a whole.
These rates are in close agreement, and they definitely
show that Middlesex and Essex counties have no more
cancer than the State as a whole.

There are 44 general hospitals in Essex and Middlesex
counties, with a total bed capacity of 3,037. All of these
hospitals admit cancer patients. In addition, there is
the Holy Ghost Hospital in Cambridge, with a bed
capacity of 214, that admits incurable cancers, and the
State Infirmary at Tewksbury that also admits cancer
patients.

State-aided cancer clinics are maintained in Glouces-
ter, Newburyport, Lawrence, Lowell and Lynn. The
State Diagnostic Service for tissue diagnosis is available
to physicians in these counties. The close proximity to
Boston furnishes additional institutions where residents
of these counties may go. The Pondville Hospital is
also available. Cancer education has not progressed to
any great extent in these counties. For the past three
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years the State has been in the process of being organ-
ized into Co-operative Cancer Control Committees in
every town and city. This has been accomplished in
all communities west of Worcester and all but two com-
munities south of Brockton, with scattered localities
elsewhere. Within the next year Essex and Middlesex
counties will be organized, with a resulting improve-
ment in the dissemination of exact knowledge regarding
cancer, and, as has been experienced in sections previ-
ously operating under this plan, in intelligent use of
existing facilities as a result of acting on this exact
knowledge.

Table 11. Hospitalization for Cancer in 1935 of Residents of Essex
and Middlesex Counties.

Actual Adjusted
Survey. Estimate.

General hospitals in counties ..... 905 900

Boston hospitals 918 940
Pondville Hospital

....... 120 120
Holy Ghost Hospital in Middlesex County . . 36 36
Other hospitals in State 26 24

Total hospitalized 2,005 2,020
Non-hospitalized ........ - 705

Total - 2,725

A hospital survey of 82 hospitals in the State with
approximately three quarters of the total bed capacity
in general hospitals was made for 1935 to determine hos-
pital admissions to these institutions. This was com-
pared with a similar survey made for 1925. The hospi-
tals omitted were largely those with small bed capacities
which would not be expected to admit many cancer
cases. It is necessary, however, to make some adjust-
ment for the omissions. Table II shows the hospitaliza-
tion of residents of Middlesex and Essex counties. The
Pondville figure is for individuals irrespective of whether
the same person was admitted more than once during this
year. The general hospital admissions are total admis-
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sions. In the State as a whole, 13 per cent of the admis-
sions were second or subsequent admissions. Therefore
the actual number of individuals served must be neces-
sarily decreased. In the second column of the table,
adjustments for admitted hospitals and for multiple ad-
missions have been made.

Visits were made to the homes, physicians and hos-
pitals of one third of all the individuals who died of
cancer in 1932. It was found that approximately one
third of these individuals never attended any hospital
prior to death. When separating the residents of Mid-
dlesex and Essex counties from the total group, these
counties were found to be consistent with the rest of the
State. In the probable estimate of cancer service in
Table 11, this non-hospitalized group is included. This
table indicates that individuals in Middlesex and Essex
counties are obtaining hospitalization when they desire
it. The percentage of individuals who died without
going to a hospital is no greater than for the State as a
whole.

The hospital admissions of Middlesex and Essex county
residents to the hospitals surveyed in these respective
counties, and the Boston hospitals which admitted the
largest number of patients from these counties, were
tabulated. Comparing the hospitalization of residents of
Essex and Middlesex counties for 1925 and 1935 in the
same hospitals, an increase of hospitalization of 58.5 per
cent is observed. The increase for the remainder of the
State is 53.5 per cent. The residents of Middlesex and
Essex counties have increased their attendance for can-
cer at hospitals by 5 per cent more than the remainder
of the State.

The attendance of residents in Middlesex and Essex
counties at the state-aided cancer clinics is considerably
lower than the State as a whole, the respective rates
being 65.4 per 100,000 and 100.0 per 100,000. The prox-
imity of a large part of the population to Boston prob-
ably accounts for a large part of this, and the need for
further education in this part of the State for the remain-
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der, although it is possible that an additional cancer
clinic in this territory is needed, either at Beverly or
Haverhill.

1. The amount of cancer in Middlesex and Essex
counties is consistent with that in other parts of Massa-
chusetts.

2. The same percentage of individuals who never go
to a hospital are found in Middlesex and Essex counties
as in the remainder of Massachusetts. Only education
in regard to cancer can reach this group.

3. Residents of Middlesex and Essex counties are mak-
ing use of the Boston facilities for hospitalization as well
as those in their own respective counties, and the hos-
pital attendance rate is larger than that for the remain-
der of the State.

4. The increase in hospitalization for the residents of
Essex and Middlesex counties between 1925 and 1935 is
5 per cent greater than the increase for the remainder of
the State.

5. The cancer clinic attendance rate is considerably
poorer than that for the remainder of the State. The
major part of this may be due to the proximity to
Boston.

The Pondville Hospital, when it was opened in 1927,
provided for 90 cancer patients. An addition of 25 beds
was made in 1930, and a second addition was made in
1936, bringing the total bed capacity to 145. The aver-
age length of stay for each patient is about thirty-six
days, which makes it possible to treat 10 patients per
bed, or about 1,500 patients per year.

The new cancer section of the Westfield State Sana-
torium was opened December 1, 1937, and provides beds
for 50 patients. The turnover should be as rapid as at
Pondville, and this will permit the treatment of 500
patients per year. In the two institutions, therefore,
2,000 patients may be treated annually.

Approximately 18 per cent of the patients treated at

Summary
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the Pondville Hospital have come from the four western
counties. This area will now be served by the new hos-
pital at Westfield, which will permit a corresponding in-
crease in the number of patients from other sections of
the State to be treated at Pondville.

As a result of this study, the Department does not
recommend the construction of another institution for
the treatment of cancer. If and when additional beds
are needed in the future they should be made available
at one or both of the existing cancer hospitals.

Respectfully submitted

UEPARTMEN T

Henry D. Chadwick,
Commissioner.

Charles F. Lynch.
James L. Tighb.
Francis H. Tally.
Richard M. Smith.
Richard P. Strong.
George D. Dalton.
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