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To accompany the petition of Edward C. Carroll for legislation
relative to the use of blood for transfusion purposes. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to the use of blood for trans-

fusion PURPOSES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act
2 would tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is
3 hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
-4 sary for the immediate preservation of the public
5 health.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eleven of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after sec-
-3 tion one hundred and twenty-one, as appearing
4 in the Tercentenary Edition, the following new
5 section:
6 Section 121A. No hospital, institution, clinic,
7 physician, surgeon or other person, shall use, for
8 the purposes of transfusion, the blood of any
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9 person, hereinafter called the donor, from whom
10 as history can be elicited that the donor has ever
11 had syphilis or has had questionable sexual
12 intercourse within three months prior to date of
13 such transfusion. Every prospective donor of
14 blood for purposes of transfusion shall have been
15 found to be free from infection with syphilis,
16 so far as it is possible to determine such freedom
17 from infection, by the following tests and exam-
-18 inations: A serological test, performed at the
19 Wassermann laboratory of the department or
20 at a laboratory approved by the department,
21 such test to be performed within thirty days
22 prior to the date of the transfusion; and a careful
23 physical examination by a registered physician,
24 for signs and symptoms of infection with syphilis,
25 such examination to be made immediately prior
26 to the transfusion. At the time of the transfusion,
27 duplicate specimens of the donor’s blood and of
28 the recipient’s blood shall be collected and there-
-29 after examined for syphilis as soon as possible,
30 at the department’s Wassermann laboratory
31 or at a laboratory approved by the department.
32 The name, age, sex, color, and marital status of
33 both donor and recipient, the address of the donor
34 and a full account of the results of the tests and
35 examinations herein required, by whom per-
-36 formed, the date of the transfusion, and the
37 name of the physician who performed it, shall
38 be filed with the recipient’s medical record and a
39 copy given to the donor, except that the record
40 of the recipient’s serological test shall be omitted
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41 from the donor's copy; provided, that in the
42 case of an emergency, if no previously tested
43 donor is immediately available, the initial sero-
-44 logical test of the donor may be omitted but such
45 omission and the reason therefor shall be noted
46 in said record.




