
SENATE No. 44

To accompany the petition of Michael H. Selzo for the establish-
ment of a division to regulate the business of public warehousemen.
State Administration.

Cl]t CommontoealtjD of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight

An Act establishing within the department of

PUBLIC UTILITIES A DIVISION OF PUBLIC WARE-
HOUSEMEN L TNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A DIRECTOR

THEREOF, AND DEFINING THE POWERS AND DUTIES

OF SAID DIVISION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as folloivs:

1 Section 1. Chapter twenty-five of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section twelve G, inserted therein by chapter
4 one hundred and seventeen of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-six, under the caption divi-
-6 SION OF PUBLIC WAREHOUSEMEN, the two follow-
-7 ing new sections:
8 Section 12H. There shall be in the depart-
-9 ment, and under its general supervision and

10 control, a division of public warehousemen which
11 shall be under the charge of a director. The
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12 commission, with the approval of the governor
13 and council, shall appoint said director for a term
14 of five years, and fix his compensation. The com-
-15 mission, with like approval, or the governor,
16 may remove said director at any time for cause.
17 The commission may employ such assistants
18 and employees to serve in said division as may
19 be necessary.

20 Section 121. Said director may establish fees
21 for licenses which he may grant under chapter
22 one hundred and five, and may from time to time
23 re-establish such fees. In connection with the
24 powers and duties of said director or the division
25 of public warehousemen under said chapter one
26 hundred and five said director may hold hearings
27 and may require thereat the attendance and
28 testimony of witnesses and the production of all
29 books, papers, contracts and documents relative
30 to the subject matter of such hearing. Witnesses
31 shall be summoned in the same manner and shall
32 be paid the same fees as witnesses in civil actions
33 before the courts. Said director may prescribe
34 rules and regulations for the conduct of such
35 hearings, and may administer oaths to witnesses
36 or take their affirmation. If any person sum-
-37 moned and paid as a witness refuses to attend,
38 or to be sworn or to affirm, or to answer any
39 question, or to produce any book, contract,
40 document or paper pertinent to the matter
41 before said director, a justice of the supreme
42 judicial or the superior court, upon application
43 said director, may issue an order requiring
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44 such person to appear before said director and
45 to produce his books, contracts, documents and
46 papers and to give evidence touching the matter
47 in question. Failure to obey such an order of the
48 court may be punished by the court as a contempt
49 thereof. Any person summoned and paid who
50 refuses to attend, or to be sworn or to affirm, or
51 to answer any proper question, or to produce any
52 book, contract, document or paper, pertinent
53 to the matter before said director, and any person
54 who wilfully interrupts or disturbs any hearing, or
55 who is disorderly thereat, shall be punished by a
56 fine of not more than fifty dollars or by imprison-
-57 ment for not more than one month, or both.
58 This section shall not be construed to compel
59 any person to give any testimony or to produce
60 any evidence, documentary or otherwise, which
61 may tend to incriminate him.

1 Section 2. Section one of chapter one hun-
-2 dred and five of the General Laws, as amended by
3 section one of chapter three hundred and ten of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out, in the
6 first and second lines, the words “governor, with
7 the advice and consent of the council ” and insert-
-8 ing in place thereof the following: - the director
9 of the division of public warehousemen of the

10 department of public utilities, established by sec-
-11 tion twelve H of chapter twenty-five, —and by
12 striking out, in the eighteenth line, the words
13 “the governor” and inserting in place thereof
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14 the following: —said director, —so as to read
15 as follows: —Section 1. The director of the
16 division of public warehousemen of the depart-
-17 ment of public utilities, established by section

twenty-five, may license
corporations established

18 twelve II of chapter
19 suitable persons, or
20 under the laws of, a
21 business within, the cc
22 warehousemen. Such
23 unless and until the
24 pense, shall have givei

ad having their places of
mmonwealth, to be public
license shall not be issued
applicant, at his own ex-

a notice of said application
25 by publishing the same in two consecutive pub-
-26 lieations of a newspaper published in the town
27 in which the warehouse is to be located. Such
28 notice shall set forth the name of the applicant
29 in full, a description of the premises on which
30 the license is sought to be exercised, designating
31 the building or part of the building to be used
32 and the street and number, if any. Such ware-
-33 housemen may keep and maintain public ware-
-34 houses for the storage of goods, wares and mer-

give bond to the state
'ul performance of their
d with sureties approved

35 chandise. They shall
36 treasurer for the fait!
37 duties in an amount a
38 by said director, and iay appoint one or more

they shall be responsible..9 deputies, for whose act
40 A railroad corporation licensed as a public ware-
-41 houseman shall not be required as such to receive
42 any property except such as has been or is forth-
-43 with to be transported over its road or to give
44 sureties on its bond.
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1 Section 3. Section two Aof said chapter one

2 hundred and five, inserted therein by section one
3 of chapter one hundred and twenty-two of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby
5 amended by striking out, in the eighteenth line,
6 the words “governor and council” and inserting
7 in place thereof the following: —director of the
8 division of public warehousemen of the depart-
-9 ment of public utilities, so as to read as follows;

10 —Section 2A. A surety upon a bond given by
11a public warehouseman as a condition of holding a
12 license referred to in section one, who desires to
13 be discharged from liability thereunder shall give
14 written notice to that effect to the state secretary
15 and to the state treasurer, in such form as the
16 said secretary may prescribe, specifying a date,
17 not earlier than sixty days after the giving of
18 such notice, upon which his liability is to termi-
19 nate in respect to further deposits for storage
20 with such warehouseman. The state secretary

21 shall, upon receipt of such notice, forthwith send
22 written notification, in such form as he may

23 prescribe, to such warehouseman that his license
24 will be revoked on the date specified unless prior
25 thereto a new bond, approved as provided in
26 section one, is given by him to the state treasurer
27 Failure to give a new bond as aforesaid shall
28 operate as a revocation of the license of such
29 warehouseman, effective on said date, and the
30 state treasurer shall forthwith notify the director
31 of the division of public warehousemen of the
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32 department of public utilities and the state
33 secretary thereof in writing. The written noti-
34 fication required to be sent by the state secretary
35 shall be deemed sufficient if sent by registered
36 mail, postage prepaid, to the last business or
37 residence address of the licensee appearing in the
38 records of the office of the state secretary; and
39 the affidavit of the state secretary or of any
40 person authorized by him to give such notice that
41 it has been sent in accordance with this section
42 shall be prima facie evidence that the notice was
43 duly given.
44 Such revocation of the license of a public ware-
45 houseman shall terminate the liability of the
46 surety or sureties on his bond except for claims
47 for or on account of goods, wares or merchandise
48 deposited with him for storage prior to such
49 revocation.






