
No. 273SENATE
To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Federation o

Taxpayers Associations Inc., by John H. Mahoney, that the expendi-
tures by municipal officers during the interval between Decembei
thirty-first in each year and the time of making the next annual ap
propriation be further regulated. Municipal Finance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act regulating the expenditures by city and

TOWN OFFICERS DURING THE INTERVAL BETWEEN DE-

CEMBER THIRTY-FIRST IN EACH YEAR AND THE TIME
OF MAKING THE NEXT ANNUAL APPROPRIATION.

1 Section 1. Chapter forty-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section
3 thirteen, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 13. In towns, during the interval between
6 December thirty-first in each year and the time of
7 making the next annual appropriations, town officers
8 authorized to make expenditures may incur liabilities
9 in carrying on the several departments intrusted to

10 them, and payments therefor shall be made from the
11 town treasury from any available funds therein, and
12 the same shall be charged against the next annual

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:
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13 appropriation; provided, that the liabilities incurred
14 during said interval for regular employees do not
15 exceed in any one month the average monthly ex-
-16 penditure of the last three months of the previous year
17 and that the total liabilities incurred during said inter-
-18 val do not exceed in any one month the sums spent for
19 similar purposes during any one month of the pre-
-20 ceding year; and provided, further, that no town
21 officer shall, during said interval, incur a new or
22 unusual expense, make a permanent contract, increase
23 a salary or employ a new employee unless a sufficient
24 appropriation has been made to cover the expense
25 thereof; and provided, further, that said town officers
26 who are authorized to make expenditures may expend
27 in any one month for any officer or board created by
28 law, an amount not exceeding one twelfth of the esti-
-29 mated cost of said year; but all interest and debt
30 falling due in the said interval shall be paid.

1 Section 2. Said chapter forty-four is hereby fur-
-2 ther amended by striking out section thirty-four as
3 so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing:
5 Section 34- In the period after the expiration of
6 any fiscal year and before the regular appropriations
7 have been made by the city council, the city officers
8 who are authorized to make expenditures may incur
9 liabilities in carrying on the work of the several depart-

-10 ments intrusted to them, and payments therefor shall
11 be made from the treasury from any available funds
12 therein, and charged against the next annual appro-
-13 priation; provided, that the liabilities incurred during
14 such interval for regular employees do not exceed in
15 any one month the average monthly expenditures of
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16 the last three months of the preceding year, and that
17 the total liabilities incurred during said interval do not
18 exceed in any one month the sums spent for similar
19 purposes during any one month of the preceding year;
20 provided, further, that no city officer shall, during said
21 interval, incur a new or unusual expense, make a
22 permanent contract, increase a salary or employ a new
23 employee unless a sufficient appropriation has been
24 made to cover the expense thereof; and provided,
25 further, that said officers who are authorized to make
26 expenditures may expend in any one month for any
27 new officer or board lawfully created an amount not
28 exceeding one twelfth of the estimated cost for the
29 current year. All interest and debt falling due in said
30 interval shall be paid.




