
SENATE 315

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Civic League,
Inc., by Edward R. Collier, that school committees be authorized to
excuse pupils in public schools from saluting the flag because of re-
ligious belief. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act allowing school committees to excuse pupils

IN public schools from saluting the flag because

of religious belief.

1 Chapter seventy-one, section sixty-nine, of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition thereof, as amended by chapter two hun-
-4 dred and fifty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
6 and thirty-five, is hereby further amended by insert-
-6 ing after the word “Flag” in line seventeen of said
7 section sixty-nine the following words: Except
8 pupils who upon written request are excused by the
9 school committee because of religious belief, —so

10 that said section shall read as follows: Section 69.
11 The school committee shall provide for each school-
-12 house under its control, which is not otherwise sup-
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13 plied, flags of the United States of silk or bunting not
14 less than two feet long, such flags or bunting to be
15 manufactured in the United States, and suitable ap-
-16 paratus for their display as hereinafter provided. A
17 flag shall be displayed, weather permitting, on the
18 school building or grounds on every school day and
19 on every legal holiday or day proclaimed by the
20 governor or the president of the United States for
21 especial observance; provided, that on stormy school
22 days, it shall be displayed inside the building. A
23 flag shall be displayed in each assembly hall or other
24 room in each such schoolhouse where the opening
25 exercises on each school day are held. Each teacher
26 shall cause the pupils under his charge to salute the
27 flag and recite in unison with him at said opening
28 exercises at least once each week the ‘‘Pledge of Al-
-29 legiance to the Flag”, except pupils who upon writ-
-30 ten request are excused by the school committee be-
-31 cause of religious belief. Failure for a period of five
32 consecutive days by the principal or teacher in charge
33 of a school equipped as aforesaid to display the flag
34 as above required, or failure for a period of two con-
-35 secutive weeks by a teacher to salute the flag and
36 recite said pledge as aforesaid, or to cause the pupils
37 under his charge so to do, shall be punished for every
38 such period by a fine of not more than five dollars.
39 Failure of the committee to equip a school as herein
40 provided shall subject the members thereof to a like
41 penalty.


