
Senate, April 20, 1938.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was re-
ferred the communication from the Counsel to the Senate
and the Counsel to the House of Representatives sub-
mitting (under authority of Section 53 of Chapter 3 of
the General Laws) certain changes and corrections in
the General Laws relating to the abolition of party
primaries and pre-primary conventions of political parties
and to other provisions of the election laws (House, No.
1590), report, in part, the accompanying bill (Senate,
No. 462).

For the committee,

SYBIL H. HOLMES.

SENATE No. 462
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Eight.

An Act relative to political committees.

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby
2 amended by striking out chapter fifty-two, as
3 amended, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing:—

Political Committees.6

7 Section 1. Each political party shall, in the man-
-8 ner herein provided, elect from among its enrolled
9 members a state committee, which shall consist of

10 one man and one woman from each senatorial dis-
-11 trict to be elected at the presidential primaries by
12 plurality vote of the members of the party in the
13 district, such number of members at large as may be
14 fixed by the committee, to be elected at the state
15 convention, and such number of members as may be
16 elected by the state committee as hereinafter pro-
-17 vided. Members of said committee elected at the
18 presidential primaries from senatorial districts shall
19 hold office for a period of four years from June first
20 next following their election. Members elected at a
21 state convention and members elected by the state

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cbe CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

5 Chapter 52
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committee shall hold office for a period of two years
from the date of their election, but in no event beyond
the expiration of the term of office of members who
were elected at the presidential primaries.

99
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The members of the state committee elected at the
presidential primaries shall within ten days after
June first next following their election, meet and
organize by the choice of a chairman, a secretary, a
treasurer and such other officers as they may decide
to elect; provided, that the members of the committee
shall first meet and organize temporarily by the choice
of a temporary chairman and a temporary secretary
who shall serve until a permanent chairman and a
permanent secretary are chosen, and such committee,
while temporarily organized or at any time after its
permanent organization, may add to its membership.
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The secretary of the state committee shall file with

the state secretary, and send to each city and town
committee, within ten days after such permanent
organization, a list of the members of the state com-
mittee and of its officers, and, within ten days after
each addition to its membership made subsequently
to its permanent organization, a list of the members
so added.
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A vacancy in the office of chairman, secretary or
treasurer of the state committee or in the membership
thereof shall be filled by said committee, and a state-
ment of any such change shall be filed as in the case of
the officers first chosen.
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Section 2. Each political party shall, in every
ward and town, elect at the presidential primaries
from among the enrolled members of the party resi-
dent in such ward or town a committee to be called
a ward or town committee, whose members shall
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hold office for four years from June first following
their election and until their successors shall have
organized.
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Section 3. The members of the several ward com-

mittees of a political party in a city shall constitute
the city committee.
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Section I+. Each city, ward and town committee
shall, within ten days after June first next following
their election, meet and organize by the choice of a
chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and such other
officers as it may decide to elect. At such meeting
the ward or town committee may add to its elected
members provided however that by so doing the total
number of members shall not exceed the number
determined under the provisions of section nine. A
city committee may by vote at any meet ing authorize
the appointment of associate members by any ward
committee; and a town committee may by vote
appoint associate members. Associate members shall
not have the right to vote but shall have such other
powers and duties as the ward or town committee
may determine.
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Section 4A. In case there is a failure of election of
a ward or town committee, the city committee or the
state committee, respectively, of the political party
which said ward or town committee represents shall
appoint from among the voters qualified therefor the
members of such committee and shall call a meeting
for its organization, in such call appointing a time for
holding the same and naming a person to preside
thereat. If a ward committee or a city or town com-
mittee fails to meet within the time prescribed by
section four and organize the city committee or the
state committee, respectively, of the political party
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90 which such ward, city or town committee represents
91 shall call a meeting for its organization, in such call
92 appointing a time for holding the same and naming a
93 person to preside thereat. In the event that a ward
94 or town committee fails to meet at the time appointed
95 as aforesaid and organize the election of each of its
96 members shall be void and the same proceedings shall
97 be had as is herein provided in the case of a failure
98 of election.
99 Section 5. The secretary of each city, ward and

100 town committee shall, within ten days after its
101 organization, and within a like period in respect to
102 the appointment of associate members, file with the
103 state secretary, with the city or town clerk and with
104 the secretary of the state committee of the political
105 party which it represents, a list of the officers and
106 members of the committee, together with the ad-
107 dresses of such officers
108 Section 6. A vacancy in the office of chairman,
109 secretary or treasurer of a city, ward or town com-
110 mittee or in the membership of a ward or town com-
ill mittee shall be filled by such committee, and a
112 statement of any such change shall be filed as in the
113 case of the officers and members first chosen.
114 Section 7. Upon the redivision of a city into
115 wards the treasurer of each ward committee of a
116 ward affected by such redivision shall, before the
117 termination of office of the members thereof, pay
118 over to the treasurer of the city committee represent-
119 ing the same political party such funds of the ward
120 committee as he has in his possession after paying all
121 bills. In the statements required under section
122 seventeen of chapter fifty-five, the treasurer of the
123 ward committee making such payment shall report
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it as a disbursement and the treasurer of the city
committee receiving it shall report it as a receipt.

124
125

Section 8. Committees existing at the time when
the party which they represent first polls for governor
at a biennial state election three per cent of the entire
vote cast in the commonwealth for that office or in
the case of a city or town the existing committee
representing the party which first polls for mayor or a
selectman at least three per cent of the entire vote
cast in the city or town for that office shall be deemed
elected under this chapter, and shall be subject to its
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Section 9. The state committee shall fix the
number of delegates to the state convention not less
than one for each ward or town, to be elected at the
biennial state primaries. City and town committees
shall fix the number of members of ward and town
committees to be elected at the presidential pri-
maries, not less than three nor more than thirty-five
for each ward or town. Notice of the number of
delegates and committee members to be elected shall
be given by the state, city or town committee, as the
case may be, to the state secretary on or before
February first of the year in which such persons are
to be elected. In case a state committee fails to fix
the number of said delegates, or a city or town com-
mittee fails to fix the number of the members of a
ward or town committee and to give notice thereof as
aforesaid to the state secretary, the number of said
delegates to be elected shall not exceed one for such
ward or town and the number of members of such a
ward or town committee to be elected shall not
exceed ten.
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Section 10. A state, city or town committee may157
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158 make rules and regulations, consistent with law, for
159 its proceedings, and a state committee may make
160 rules and regulations, consistent with law, for calling
161 conventions.

1 Section 2. The terms of office of members of
2 state, city, ward, and town committees in office on
3 the effective date of this act are hereby extended
4 until the organization of the committee elected at the
5 presidential primaries in the year nineteen hundred
6 and forty.




