
FINAL REPORT OF THE SPECIAL RECESS
COMMISSION OF MASSACHUSETTS PAR-
TICIPATION IN THE WORLD’S FAIR IN
NEW YORK CITY" IN 1939.

Organization.

Chapter 17 of the Resolves of 1937, approved April
26, 1937, created a special unpaid Commission of seven
members, one to be appointed by the President of the
Senate, three to be appointed by the Speaker of the
House, and three to be appointed by His Excellency the
Governor, for the purpose of making an investigation
relative to participation by the Commonwealth in the
World’s Fair to be held in New York City in the year
1939, the Commission to investigate particularly the
advantages of exhibiting at said World’s Fair the arts,
industries, institutions, resources, products and general
development of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The members appointed to the Commission were as
follows: Senator George G. Moyse by the President of
the Senate, Samuel H. Wragg; Representatives Thomas
J. Lane of Lawrence, Gustave W. Everberg of Woburn,
and Rudolph F. King of Millis, by the Speaker of the
House, Horace T. Cahill; and Representative Michael
H. Jordan of Lawrence, Mr. Henry K. Cushing of Brook-
line, and Mr. Philip J. McAteer of Boston, by His Ex-
cellency the Governor, Charles F. Hurley.
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The Proposed New York World’s Fair.
The New York World’s Fair will be held in 1939,

beginning April 30, on a tract of park land of
acres, in the Borough of Queens, near the geographical
and population center of the city of New York.

The purpose of the Fair is to celebrate the one hun-
dred and fiftieth anniversary of the inauguration, on
April 30, 1789, of George Washington as the first Presi-
dent of the United States, and the establishment of the
Federal government in the city of New York, the first
capital of the nation.

The Fair is being built and managed by a private,
non-profit corporation, New York World’s Fair, 1939,
Incorporated, the debentures of which, in the amount of
$27,829,500, were offered for sale to the public. The
State and city of New York are spending $15,000,000 in
acquiring and preparing the site for the Fair. The Presi-
dent of the United States, pursuant to a special act of
Congress, has invited fifty-nine foreign nations to par-
ticipate in the Fair. It is apparent that the total in-
vestment in the Fair by all participants will exceed
$54,000,000.

“Building the World of Tomorrow” is the theme of
the Fair. It will attempt to answer the questions:
What kind of world have we built? What kind of world
are we building? What kind of world can we build?
The principal tools and processes in providing the neces-
sities of life and the scientific and cultural advances
made by our present civilization will be shown as a back-
ground for the more complete living we may expect in
the World of Tomorrow. Therefore participation by any
State will consist of an exhibit of the resources, manu-
factures, industries, agriculture, institutions, arts and
other activities of the State and its people. However,
the state governments are to be the sole judges of the
contents of their exhibits. No state exhibit can be of a
profit-making nature that is, selling of souvenirs, food

products of the State unless permission is given by
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the World’s Fair Corporation, and then only under the
same regulations as will apply to all other concessions at
the Fair.

The question of housing a state exhibit is one that
necessitated much consideration. A State could build
its own building on land provided by the Fair Corpora-
tion, or else hire space in one of the so-called state build-
ings erected by the Fair Corporation. The building of
an exhibit hall by a State would necessitate (1) procur-
ing suitable plans; (2) supervising the erection of the
building; (3) beautification of grounds immediately sur-
rounding the building the building itself can cover but
one half the ground space allotted; (4) demolition of
building and regrading of grounds after the termination
of the Fair; (5) maintenance of the building; (6) a mini-
mum cost of $50,000 for any state building; (7) all build-
ings limited to one story in height.

Hiring of space in a Fair-erected building would elim-
inate all of the above-mentioned duties, but the space
procured would be more expensive because the Fair Cor-
poration intends to make a profit on all space rented.

The location of all state exhibits lies directly between
two principal entrances to the Fair, each of which has
been designed to accommodate incoming visitors at the
rate of 40,000 per hour. Near by will be the imposing
structure erected by the United States government, and
the Hall of Nations, as well as separate pavilions to be
occupied by exhibits of foreign countries. The adminis-
trative buildings are also located near by.

On February 5, 1938, the foreign countries which
signed for exhibits were;

Argentina $350,000
Belgium 700,000
Brazil 600,000
Colombia 55,000
Cuba 250,000
Egypt 900,000
Finland 250,000
Germany 900,000
Iceland 70,000
Ireland 150,000
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83,000,000Italy
175,000League of Nations

7,500Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
Norway

25,000
325,000

1,000,000
300,000

Poland
Sweden

400,000Switzerland

ligned and the amountsThe States which already have
appropriated by said States were

$15,000
250,000

Arizona
California

40,000
350.000
100.000

Connecticut
Florida
Illinois
Maine 50,000

225,000Missouri
Nevada 10,000

30,000New’ Hampshire
New7 York . 4,440,000

100,000Ohio
20,000Oregon
40.000
50.000
37,500

Rhode Island
Tennessee
Utah

25,000Vermont
Virginia 35,000

250,000Washington
Puerto Rico
Philippines
Haw’aii .

50,000
500,000

50,000

Following are the States which have appointed com-
missions to investigate participation in the World’s Fair,
but, like Massachusetts, their recommendations have not
been presented to their Legislature as yet;

Arkansas New Mexico
Georgia Pennsylvania
lowa South Dakota
Kansas Texas
Maryland West Virginia
Massachusetts Wisconsin
Montana South Carolina
New Jersey Mississippi
North Carolina Louisiana
North Dakota Kentucky
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The Fair will have an amusement area of 280 acres,
large enough to accommodate 250,000 people at one time.
This “rainbow coast” along the shores of Meadow Lake
will have a two-mile playway, theatres, rides, restau-
rants, cafes, walk throughs, foreign villages, and innu-
merable other attractions. A marine amphitheatre at
one end of the lake will be the center for pageants, spec-
tacles, operas and water extravaganzas. There will be
a complete children’s playground where parents can leave
their children in the care of trained attendants.

An elaborate program of sports will be presented, with
special attention being given to national games and
other out of the ordinary forms of recreation.

Rest oases will be everywhere, avenues will be broad
and lined with trees and shrubs, with flowers and grass
in profusion. Circulation will be easy for both pedes-
trians and conveyances. A parking space for 35,000
automobiles will be provided.

One railroad, three subways, one trolley line, bus lines,
one air line, and boats will handle 160,000 people per
hour.

Work of the Massachusetts Commission.

The first meeting of the Special Recess Commission
relative to the participation of Massachusetts in the 1939
World’s Fair at New York City was called by Senator
Moyse for 10.30 a.m., Wednesday, July 7, 1937.

The meeting was called to order by Senator Moyse,
and the Commission proceeded to organize. A unani-
mous vote elected Senator Moyse as chairman and Rep-
resentative Everberg was elected vice chairman. Mr.
Cushing was appointed temporary secretary until such
time as a permanent secretary could be selected.

Mr. Cushing gave a report of several meetings attended
by him at the request of Governor Hurley. He gave
reports of meetings with the New England Council,
Massachusetts Planning Board, and representatives of

Meeting July 7, 1937.
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the World’s Fair Corporation. He outlined the objects
of the Fair and gave a very detailed report on the work
handled by the Governor’s office previous to the forma-
tion of the Commission.

The meeting adjourned, subject to the call of the
chairman.

Meeting September 16, 1937.

The meeting was called to order at 11 a.m. by Chair-
man Senator Moyse. By a unanimous vote W. Rea
Long of Braintree was elected secretary, and Mr. Frank
Godfrey of Needham, messenger.

The Commission discussed previous participations of
Massachusetts in World’s Fairs and requested that the
secretary present a report of all previous Fairs for the
Commission to study. This report was to be used for
two purposes: (1) relative costs of Fairs, and (2) types
of exhibits previously shown by the Commonwealth.

It was voted that the Commission visit the New York
World’s Fair site and get information from the World’s
Fair officials relative to the aims and objectives of the
Fair Corporation, as well as to view the work already
completed. The date of the meeting was set as Octo-
ber 4, 1937. The chairman suggested that the Com-
mission meet again on September 28, 1937.

Meeting adjourned at 1.10 p.m.

Meeting of Commission September 28, 1937, State House.
Chairman Senator Moyse called the meeting to order

at 11 a.m.
The proposed visit to the Fair site to study the prob-

lems confronting a State’s participation in the coming
World’s Fair was discussed. It was voted to leave Bos-
ton on Monday, October 4, 1937. There was a discus-
sion of what problems were to be particularly stressed
in the discussions with the World’s Fair Commission,
and the following were decided upon as the most im-
portant at that time.
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1. Object of Fair.
2. Costs to exhibitors.
3. Relative merits of constructed or rented space.
4. What benefits can Massachusetts receive from

participating in the Fair?

Meeting adjourned at 1.25 p.m.

October 5, 1937.
On October 4 the Commission left Boston for New

York.
Mr. Leslie Baker, Commissioner of States for the New

York World’s Fair Corporation, called at the hotel at
10 a.m. He addressed the Massachusetts Commission,
explaining his duties and briefly outlining the objectives
of the Corporation. Upon Commissioner Baker’s sug-
gestion, the Commission adjourned the meeting to the
General Office of the World’s Fair Corporation, where
they met General Nolan, Commissioner General of the
Corporation. General Nolan addressed the Commis-
sion, telling them the objects of the Fair, what was
already accomplished in the way of construction and
allotment of space to foreign countries, States, and indi-
vidual and group industrial exhibitors. He then turned
the meeting over to Commissioner Baker, who, with the
aid of a large map of the Fair grounds, explained in
detail the layout of the Fair as it would eventually be
constructed. He spoke in detail of the central location
of the State’s area and the advantages of its location.
Commissioner Nolan suggested that the Commission
visit the Fair site.

The Commission was received at the Fair site by Mr.
Grover Whalen, president of the Corporation. As the
administration building was being dedicated that after-
noon, the Commission went hurriedly over the building;
then, under the guidance of General Nolan and Mr.
Baker, toured the entire Fair grounds. Each detail of
construction and plan of layout was thoroughly explained,
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examined and discussed. Special emphasis was placed
upon the rest spots and shade to be provided for visitors
in order that they might not become too fatigued and
thus might visit all exhibits. The layout of space for
States was also carefully studied and relative locations
discussed.

The Commission left the Fair grounds at 7.15 p.m. to
return to the city. Chairman Moyse called a meeting
for Wednesday, October 6, at 10 a.m.

Wednesday, October 6, 1937, New York.
The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. by Chair-

man Moyse. Commissioner Baker was present and sug-
gested a discussion of building costs and maintenance.
It was decided that maintenance costs could not be deter-
mined until the nature of an exhibit was actually decided
upon. The question of individual state and group states
exhibits was also debated in detail. The meeting ad-
journed to the Fair site where it was joined by General
Nolan. Further discussion of sites and building costs
was illustrated by plans and specifications of buildings
already decided upon by some of the States which had
made appropriations for participation in 1937. The
Commission left the site at 6.45 to reconvene the follow-
ing morning at 10 a.m.

Thursday, October 7, 1937.
Meeting called at 10 a.m. by Chairman Moyse. Com-

missioner Baker was present and talked on exhibits that
were proposed by States and foreign nations. First, he
spoke on styles of architecture in relation to the nature
of the exhibit; secondly, what the fair Commission would
like to see exhibited. The nature of the foreign exhibits
was explained in detail to show the enormity of the under-
taking and the value attached to the Fair by foreign
governments. On this date all space allotted to foreign
governments had been taken and new layouts were being
drawn to provide additional space.

The meeting adjourned at 3.45 to reconvene at 10 a.m.
on Friday, October 8, 1937.
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Friday, October 8, 1937.
Meeting called at 10.20 by Chairman Moyse. Com-

missioner Baker again present. Mr. Baker talked on his
meetings with the New England Council and other New
England States. He explained that Massachusetts and
Rhode Island were the only two States that had not
made definite appropriations, and that the other States
were awaiting the action of these two. He gave the
Commission some very valuable information concerning
the ideas of the other States as to their wishes on the
question of buildings and exhibits.

After giving Commissioner Baker a rising vote of
thanks for his very valuable information and time, the
meeting adjourned at 1.40 p.m., subject to the call of
the chairman. The Commission left for Boston at 5.30
P.M.

Meeting, October 18, 1937, Boston.
Meeting called to order by Chairman Senator Moyse

at 11.10 a.m. Minutes of previous meeting read and
approved. Minutes of New York investigation read and
approved.

Chairman Moyse suggested a discussion of an open
meeting or public hearing, the object of which would
be to get the reaction of the public as to participation
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the 1939
New York World’s Fair.

Mr. McAteer moved that a public hearing be held on
Tuesday, October 26, at 11 a.m., in Room 427, State
House, Boston, Mass., and that persons or communities
interested in the question of a World’s Fair be notified;
also the usual press notices were to be issued.

It was suggested by Mr. Cushing that special notices
be sent to the Honorable C. S. Bergin, Mayor of Quincy,
Mr. Dudley Harmon, New England Council, Mr. John
Daniels, Associated Industries, and Miss Hurlihey, Massa-
chusetts Planning Board.

Upon suggestion of Representative King, the Commis-
sion entered into further discussion about the work al-
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ready under construction at the Fair grounds and other
States participating in the Fair; what type of building
should be erected by the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, or whether space should be hired in one of the
contemplated state buildings to be erected by the Fair
Corporation of New York.

Communications were read from the Fair Corporation
and from the New England Council. It was the con-
sensus of opinion of the Commission that a meeting should
be held, in the very near future, with other members of
the New England World’s Fair Commissioners.

Communications were read from several organizations
and individuals that had an interest in Massachusetts’
participation in the Fair.

Meeting adjourned at 1.30 p.m., subject to the call of
the chairman.

Meeting, October 26, 1937, Public Hearing.
Meeting called to order at 11 a.m. by Chairman Sena-

tor Moyse. All members present, and Room 427 com-
pletely filled by interested people.

Mr. Leslie Baker of the World’s Fair Commission ex-
plained, with the aid of charts, the layout of the grounds,
and position and description of buildings to be erected
by both the Fair Corporation and private exhibitors. He
also went into a detailed explanation of the restrictions
on size and height of buildings.

After Mr. Baker’s remarks, Senator Moyse asked for
expressions of opinion from any one present.

Mayor Bergin of Quincy spoke on reproducing the
Adams Houses of Quincy at the World’s Fair. He ex-
plained that the city of Quincy was the only city that
could boast of being the birthplace of two Presidents,
father and son. The mayor read resolutions from the
city of Quincy and Quincy Patriotic Organizations, as
well as testimonials from individuals. He stated that he
could only briefly present his case verbally, but that he
had the entire petition in writing, and submitted the
portfolio to the secretary of the Commission.



1938.] SENATE No. 490. 11

Representative Everberg asked the mayor of Quincy
if he would help in a financial way if these Adams Houses
were reproduced. The mayor replied that the city would
do its share. Mr. McAteer asked if the furnishings of
the houses could be loaned to the Commission for the
purpose of exhibition. The mayor replied that the furni-
ture could be reproduced.

Representative Burgess of Quincy spoke on Massa-
chusetts’ participation in the Fair in 1939. He stated
(1) that Massachusetts should have some exhibit at the
Fair; (2) the people of Quincy as well as individuals and
organizations all over the State wanted to see the Adams
Houses of Quincy reproduced at the Fair; (3) the fur-
nishings of the houses could be easily reproduced; and
(4) the houses themselves could be reproduced for four
or five thousand dollars each.

Representative Whitten of Quincy endorsed the re-
marks of the previous speakers from Quincy.

Mrs. Emma S. Tousant of the Women’s Professional
and Business Club of Quincy stated that both she and the
organization endorsed the idea of reproducing the Adams
Houses.

Mr. Rufus C. Maddux of the New England Council
outlined the work already done by his organization for the
benefit of all of the New England States. He stated (1)
that some plans had already been submitted; (2) that
the other five New England States have voted to partici-
pate on a co-operative basis; and (3) that he thought
Massachusetts should join with the other New England
States and have a combined New England Exhibit. Mr.
Maddux further stated that a combined New England
Exhibit is the only way to make the regional showing
outstanding, because (1) it would be more economical
and (2) would make a larger showing at a central point.
He said that other New England States expect to partici-
pate only to the amount of moneys expended.

Representative Everberg asked how a combined New
England Exhibit would be handled. Mr. Maddux replied
that it would be handled by a combined Commission of
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some sort, and that it could be arranged so that Massa-
chusetts would get proportional representation.

Mr. McAteer asked if it would be possible to arrange
a meeting with the five other New England States, in
order that the Massachusetts Commission could get a
direct expression of opinion of costs and other ideas of
the other States. Mr. Maddux replied that a meeting
could be arranged at any time that would be convenient
to the Massachusetts Commission.

Mr. John Daniels of the Associated Industries stated
that he favored the participation of Massachusetts in the
coming World’s Fair. He told of the action already taken
by the Associated Industries towards representation at
the Fair. Mr. Daniels offered his help to the Commis-
sion, as he was in charge of the Exhibit of San Francisco
in 1915, at which time Massachusetts spent $269,000.

Senator Moyse thanked all present for their interest
in appearing at the hearing, and as there were no other
speakers on the question, the Commission would go into
executive session at 12.30 p.m.

Representative King moved that the Massachusetts
Commission invite the commissions of the other five
New England States to meet with them on Friday,
November 10, at 11 a.m.

After some discussion of the questions propounded by
the petitioners at the hearing just held, the meeting
adjourned at 1.15 p.m.

Combined New England Meeting, Friday, November 10,
1937.

Meeting called to order by Chairman Senator Moyse,
with all members of the New England World’s Fair
Commissioners present. Senator Moyse explained the
purpose of the meeting and said that the Massachusetts
Commissioners wanted to hear the combined New Eng-
land Exhibit discussed by the commissions of all States
assembled. It was suggested that the States be polled
as to expression on advisability of a combined New
England Exhibit.

Mr. Washburn of Maine asked to be heard later.



SENATE —No. 490.1938.] 13

Mr. Langley of New Hampshire said that the State
favored a combined New England Exhibit.

Mr. Mason of Vermont stated that there were no
strings attached to the 825,000 appropriated by his
State; that the Commission had full power to spend it
as they saw fit. He stated that his Commission favored
a combined Exhibit mainly because of the small amount
appropriated.

Mr. Capelli of Rhode Island asked to be heard later.
Mr. Rogers of Connecticut stated that he felt it a

waste of time to try to put in a state exhibit alone, with
only the $40,000 available that the State had appropri-
ated.

Mr Capelli of Rhode Island spoke in favor of a com-
bined New England Exhibit, but reserved final decision
on recommendation until they found how the New Eng-
land group would be controlled.

Mr. Washburn of Maine stated that they had $50,000
to spend, with the Commission having full power to
spend the appropriation as they saw fit, and that he
favored a combined New England Exhibit.

Mr. Rogers of Connecticut spoke emphatically on the
advantages of a combined New England Exhibit, stress-
ing particularly the better results that could be obtained
by the combined efforts of all six States.

Mr. Capelli of Rhode Island asked what kind of gov-
erning body could be set up for a combined exhibit.

Mr. Cushing of Massachusetts suggested a combined
Commission of a few members from each State, the
Commission to work with the individual state commis-
sions, voting power to be based on the amount of money
appropriated by the individual State.

Mr. Rogers of Connecticut stated that he feared that
such an arrangement would not work out, and that the
larger States would have the entire say on all important
matters. He suggested, therefore, that a common en-
trance should be co-operatively built by the individual
States, each building to cost in proportion to the money
available.

Mr. Baker of the World’s Fair Corporation explained
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that each building, according to regulations of the Fair,
must cost $50,000, but that he would submit any plans
to the central body for cons’deration or approval.

In reply to questions, Mr. Baker explained that any
article sold, no matter what its nature, would have to
come under a concession license, and a percentage of
cash receipts would have to be paid to the Fair Cor-
poration.

Mr. Harmon of the New England Council stated that
a combined New England Exhibit was suggested by him
more than a year ago.

As each State took action on the Fair, it was ap-
proached as to its consideration of a joint New England
Exhibit. Because of the general feeling Mr. Harmon
had had architects draw up three tentative plans for
such an exhibit.

1. A New England Village, with such types as old
church, store, town hall, etc.

2. One building with six sections.
3. Moving the last square-rigged barque to the Fair

grounds and building a New England Village
around it.

In the New England Council, all New England States
are equal in voting power and should be in a combined
New England Exhibit at such a World’s Fair. Mr.
Harmon stated that all New England States should be
equal. He further stated that the New England Coun-
cil will work with each State, and that all its facilities
are at the disposal of all States.

President Wragg of the Senate stated that from what
he had learned about the 1939 World’s Fair, he believed
there should be some sort of combined New England
Exhibit if details could be arranged between the several
States. He suggested that a subcommittee from each
state commission be formed to decide, if possible, upon
a suitable exhibit for combined New England.

Mr. Maddux of the New England Council stated that
the constitutional rights of States participating in com-
bined financial expenditures could be protected by sub-
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milling individual bills direct to each State for its share
of the expenditure in question. There could be no cen-
tral fund, but a central commission could apportion the
expenditures, by agreement, direct to individual state
commissions.

Mr. Washburn of Maine stated that his personal feel-
ings were to have all States place their appropriations
in a central fund, and then divide the expenses equally
among the six New England States exhibiting.

Mr. Capelli of Rhode Island moved that two mem-
bers of each State Commission be appointed by its chair-
man to form an executive committee to bring in recom-
mendations for a combined New England Exhibit so
voted.

Mr. Rogers of Connecticut moved that, until the sub-
committee is organized, the New England Council be
instructed to act as secretary of the subcommittee so
voted.

Mr. Rogers of Connecticut moved that the calling of
meetings of subcommittees be left to Senator Moyse of
Massachusetts so moved.

Meeting adjourned.

Meeting of Commission, November 29, 1937, State House.
Chairman Senator Moyse called the meeting to order

at 11.15 a.m. He then gave a report of a meeting of
the New England Council that he had attended and at
which Mr. Maddux, of the Council, had reported on the
combined meeting of the New England World’s Fair
Commissioners, held on November 10, 1937.

Representative Jordan moved that Chairman Senator
Moyse and Mr. Henry Cushing be the subcommittee
members of the Massachusetts’ World’s Fair Commis-
sion to represent it at the meetings of the subcommittee
of States that was formed at the meeting of November
10. They were instructed to obtain the plans of the
exhibit, suggested by the so-called subcommittee and the
New England Council, and present them to the Massa-
chusetts Commission at its next meeting.

The secretary was instructed to notify Mr. Maddux of
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the New England Council of the Commission’s decision,
and to ask him to call a meeting of the New England
States combined subcommittee as soon as possible.

Meeting adjourned.
Not having heard from the New England Council,

which had been asked on November 29 to call a com-
bined New England meeting, and believing that further
information about a combined New England Exhibit was
necessary, it was necessary to ask for an extension of
time for a final recommendation, and report of the Massa-
chusetts Commission.

This report was made to the Clerk of the Senate on
December 31, together with an order to extend to March
1, 1938, the time allotted the Commission under the orig-
inal resolve. Both branches of the Legislature granted
the extension requested.

The Secretary submitted to the Commission a list of
previous participations in World’s Fairs, a summary of
which follows:

Event, Location. p^S.
Great Exhibition of Works Industry of all nations London, 1851 . $BOO

Exposition under the council of the Society of Arts of Great London, 1854 . 200
Britain.

Exposition Universelle Paris, 1855 . . None
Exposition Universelle Paris, 1867 . . 10,000

Weltansstellungs Vienna, 1873 . . 15,000

Centennial Exhibition Philadelphia, 1876 . 50,000

Centennial Exposition of the Ohio Valley and Central States Cincinnati, 1888 7,500

World’s Columbian Exposition Chicago, 1893 . 175,000

Cotton Statesand International Exposition .... Atlanta, 1895 . 25,000

Tennessee Centennial and International Exposition , . Nashville, 1897 . 5,000

Exposition Universelle Paris, 1900 . 60,000

Pan American Exposition 4 Buffalo, 1901 15,000

Louisiana Purchase Exposition St. Louis, 1904 . 100,000
Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition .... Portland, 1905 . 19,500
Jamestown Exposition Jamestown, 1907 . 60,000

Pacific International Exposition San Francisco, 1915 265,000
Sesquicentennial Celebration Yorktown, 1931 . 2,500

Century of Progress Chicago, 1933 15,000



1938.] SENATE —No. 490. 17

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Senator
Moyse at 11 a.m. Senator Moyse gave a report on a
visit made to the Governor by Mr. Cushing, Represent-
ative Everberg and himself.

On the basis of the Senator’s report, the value of an
individual Massachusetts exhibit as compared to a com-
bined New England exhibit was argued in detail.

The secretary was instructed to find out why there
had been no meeting of the subcommittee of the New
England World’s Fair Commissions.

It was moved that the Massachusetts Commission
visit the Fair site in New York City on February 3, in
order that final details, revised instructions and revised
costs might be studied at first hand.

Meeting of Subcommittee of New England World’s Fair
Commission, January 21, 1938.

Meeting called to order by Senator Moyse at the rooms
of the New England Council at 2 p.m. There were mem-
bers from all the New England States present.

The discussion immediately opened the question of
what kind of building or buildings could be constructed
that would be adopted by all States and still give ample
exhibit space. Cost of buildings and types of displays
were argued. It was finally left to Mr. Maddux of the
New England Council to bring in, in the near future,
some plans that might be studied and that could be
accepted by all States. Said plans were to be for a
building costing not more than $150,000, this price to
be for building, beautification, maintenance and demolition
of said building.

Meeting of Commission at New York, February 3 and 4,
1938.

The members of the Commission left Boston at 5 p.m.
on Thursday, February 3, and arrived in New York at
10 p.m. During the trip a short meeting was held at

Meeting of Commission, January 14, 1938.
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which it was decided that the chief study was the sub-
ject of costs and location of buildings.

On Friday, February 4, 1938, the Commission met at
the central office of the World’s Fair Corporation with
General Nolan. The General explained the methods of
building construction that the Fair Corporation had
found to be the most attractive and still economical.
Questions of cost of maintenance of both buildings and
exhibits were answered. A tour of the grounds was
made, and all available locations for buildings were ex-
amined and their desirability discussed. The Commis-
sion returned to the city at 6.30 p.m.

On Saturday, February 5, 1938, the Commission met
in the morning at 10.30 and discussed the previous day’s
work. They decided that the question of location was
not exactly satisfactory; therefore the Commission went
to the Fair grounds and again went over locations available
for a combined New England Exhibit that would be more
advantageous than to hire space in any Fair-constructed
building. The Commission returned to the city at 3.40.

Chairman Senator Moyse called the next meeting on
Friday, February 11, 1938.

Meeting, February 18, 1938, Room J+27, State House.
Meeting called at 11.15 by Chairman Senator Moyse,

with all members present.
Representative King reported on the subcommittees’

meeting with Mr. Dudley Harmon of the New England
Council. The points covered by this meeting clarified
the position of the New England Council with relation
to the joint New England States participation at the
World’s Fair. The New England Council desires only
to work with the New England States, giving advice
when requested and helping in any way possible. Mr.
Harmon stated that all other New England States were
awaiting the action of the Massachusetts Commission
before taking action on their own displays. Mr. Har-
mon stated that he believed that Massachusetts should
have a display in proportion to the money appropriated.
The report of Representative King was accepted.
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In order that the question of joint New England
States participation might be brought to a head, Mr.
McAteer moved that we communicate with the commis-
sions of the other New England States, telling them that
Massachusetts Commission is favorable to: (1) a joint
New England building and display to sell New England
as a whole, the identities of the several States being
submerged into a joint display of New England’s advan-
tages, recreational, educational, etc.; (2) a joint New
England building in which each State would be given
space in proportion to the money it appropriates, and
display whatever the several state commissions may de-
cide; or (3) if neither of the two plans already outlined
are acceptable to all States, that each State procure its
own space in the Hall of States so voted.

Mr. Jordan moved that Massachusetts hire space in
the Hall of States and proceed at once on this basis
not voted.

Moved by Mr. Cushing that the Commission request
a further extension of time for reporting until April 15,
1938, in order that all questions with other New England
States might be adjusted —so moved. An order for the
extension was drawn by Chairman Senator Moyse and
approved by both branches of the Legislature.

Meeting, March 24, 1938, State House, Room 427
Meeting called to order at 4 p.m. by Mr. Cushing as

both Senator Moyse and Representative Everberg were
attending a hearing on Rules.

Mr. Cushing gave a report of a meeting held by the
executive committees of the several New England state
commissions at the rooms of the New England Council.
He stated that the New England Council presented a
model of a combined New England building designed by
an association of architects, which model was acceptable
at the present time to all members of the several execu-
tive committees present. Mr. Maddux of the New Eng-
land Council presented the model to the Commission
and answered all questions concerning the model building.



SENATE No. 490. [Apr.20

Mr. Scarboro of the New York World’s Fair Commis-
sion addressed the meeting on progress made at the
Fair grounds.

Representative King requested information relative to
the action of the meeting of February 18, 1938, at which
the Commission voted to get expression of ideas from
other New England States on the three suggested forms
of New England participation. The secretary reported
that only two States had replied.

After some debate, Mr. McAteer moved that the
chairman of the Massachusetts Commission immediately
communicate with the several chairmen of the other
New England state commissions to get a final decision
upon a form of joint New England Exhibit, and that
these commissions be invited to meet with the Massa-
chusetts Commission on Thursday, March 31, 1938, at
9 a.m. so voted.

Meeting adjourned at 5.30 p.m.

Meeting called to order at 9.15 a.m. with Mr. Scar-
boro of the New York Commission and Mr. Maddux of
the New England Council present. Mr. Rogers of the
Connecticut Commission requested Mr. Maddux to rep-
resent the Connecticut group.

Representative Everberg moved that the Massachu-
setts Commission recommend that the State appropriate
850,000 and procure space in the Hall of States. Mr.
Scarboro explained that space in the Hall of States
would cost $5 per foot for the first 3,000 feet, and $7
per foot for each foot thereafter; thus 10,000 square feet
would cost 864,000. The motion was not carried.

After much debate it was moved by Representative
King that (1) Massachusetts should participate in the
New York World’s Fair; (2) that Massachusetts join
with the other five New England States in participation;
(3) that the Commission recommend that the sum of
875,000 be appropriated by the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts for (a) Massachusetts’ share of a New Eng-
land building; (fe) its share of upkeep of said building;

Meeting on March 31, 1938.
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and (c) to provide a suitable exhibit for Massachusetts
in said New England Building, and that their recom-
mendation as outlined should be presented to the Legis-
lature as the recommendation of this Commission so
voted.

The secretary of the Commission was ordered to notify
the other New England States of its action at this meet-
ing. Mr. Cushing was requested to communicate with
the press and notify them of said action.

Meeting adjourned at 12 noon.

Recommendations of the Special Unpaid Commission relative
to the Participation by the Commonwealth in the World’s
Fair to be held in New York City in the Year 1939.

It was recommended that, for the purpose of exhibiting
the arts, industries, institutions, resources, products and
general development of the Commonwealth at the New
York World’s Fair in 1939, there shall be expended from
the treasury of the Commonwealth a sum not exceeding
$75,000. Said sum shall be expended by a special un-
paid commission of seven members for (a) the propor-
tionate share of expense in jointly erecting, with the
other five New England States, a New England Building;
(6) the proportionate share of maintenance of said New
England Building; (c) the expense of procuring and main-
taining a Massachusetts exhibit in said New England
Building; (d) the expense of travel of the special unpaid
Commission both within and without the Commonwealth
when traveling on business of the Commission.

GEORGE G. MOYSE.
GUSTAVE W. EVERBERG.
RUDOLPH F. KING.
MICHAEL H. JORDAN.
THOMAS J. LANE.
PHILIP J. McATEER.
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