
SENATE .... No. 58

To accompany the petition of Edward E. Keevin for legislation to
reduce the hazards of bicycle riding and also render more difficult
the theft of such vehicles. Highways and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine

An Act to reduce the hazards of bicycle riding

AND ALSO RENDER MORE DIFFICULT THE THEFT OF

SUCH VEHICLES.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and Rouse of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and hy the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section one hundred and eighty-seven, as
4 amended, under the caption bicycles, the following
5 new sections;

6 Section 187A. In cities and towns of more than
7 fifteen thousand population no bicycle shall be
8 operated by a resident of this commonwealth upon
9 any public way, or on any sidewalk appurtenant

10 thereto, unless registered under section one hundred
11 and eighty-seven B and unless the registration plate
12 therefor is firmly attached to the right hand part
13 of the handle bar thereof in such a manner as to
14 clearly show the words and figures thereon. No such
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resident shall so operate a bicycle without having
been duly licensed so to do under said section one
hundred and eighty-seven B, excepting as hereinafter
provided.
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public safety lists of ail bicycle registrations and
licenses and other pertinent data and said commis-
sioner shall cause the same to be catalogued in his
office and duplicate copies thereof delivered to the
sheriff of each county in the commonwealth, where
such information shall be available to the police
officers of each city and town.
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Section 187C. The commissioner of public safety
shall design, prepare, and furnish to each officer or
person authorized under section one hundred and
eighty-seven B to register and license operators of
bicycles, metal registration plates to be affixed to
bicycles. Registration plates shall be so manufac-
tured as to indicate the county in which the owner
of the bicycle resides. A registration number, the
last two numbers of the year of issue, and the word
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Section 1878. The head of the police department,
or person exercising similar powers, in each city and
town shall, upon payment to him of a fee as herein-
after provided, register, for the period ending at
midnight on December thirty-first of the year of
issue, a bicycle owned by a resident of his city or
town, and may thereupon, without fee, license such
resident to operate a bicycle within the common-
wealth during such period. The registration fee
shall be thirty cents for persons under the age of
eighteen years, and forty cents for persons aged
eighteen years and over. Every such licensing
official shall, each week, send to the commissioner of
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48 Massachusetts, in abbreviated form, shall appear on
the plate. Said commissioner, after consultation49
with the commissioner of education and the registrar50

of motor vehicles shall establish, and may thereafter51
alter or amend, and shall publish, rules and regula-52

53 tions to govern the operation of bicycles upon the
public ways and sidewalks appurtenant thereto, to54

55 promote a maximum degree of care in such operation.
Section 187D. Said commissioner shall also de-56

57 sign, prepare, and issue without cost to each officer
or person so authorized, durable printed forms of58
license certificates containing, in addition to other59

matters, blanks to be filled in by the applicant or60

person issuing the certificate, with the police license61
number of the certificate, the name of the city or62
town, and the date of expiration of the registration.63

Section 187E. Every licensee under section one64
hundred and eighty-seven B operating a bicycle upon65

66 a public way or sidewalk appurtenant thereto shall,
upon demand therefor by a police officer or other67

68 authorized person, produce his license for ex£xarnr-
nation69

Section 187F. It shall be the duty of any police70
officer who takes cognizance of a violation of any71

72 provision of sections one hundred and eighty-seven A
73 to one hundred and eighty-seven E, inclusive, forth-

with to give the offender if under the age of eighteen74
75 a notice to appear before the clerk of the juvenile

court or of the juvenile session, and if eighteen or76

77 over before the clerk of the district court having

jurisdiction, at any time during office hours not later78
than ten days after the time of said violation. Such79
notice shall be made in triplicate and shall contain80
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the name and address of the offender and, if served
with notice in hand at the time of such violation, the
number of his license, if any, to operate bicycles;
the registration number of the bicycle involved, the
time and place of the violation, the specific offense
charged, and the time and place for appearance.
Such notice shall be signed by the officer, and shall
be signed by the offender and, if under the age of
eighteen, by his parent or guardian whenever prac-
ticable in acknowledgment that the notice has been
received. The officer shall if possible deliver to the
offender at the time and place of the violation a copy
of said notice. Whenever it is not possible to deliver
a copy of said notice to the offender at the time and
place of the violation, said copy shall be sent by the
officer, or by his commanding officer or any person
authorized by said commanding officer, within forty-
eight hours of the offense, exclusive of Sundays and
holidays, to the address of the registrant of the
bicycle involved, as appearing in the records of the
licensing official. Such notice mailed by the officer,
his commanding officer, or the person so authorized,
to the last address of said registrant as appearing as
aforesaid, shall be deemed a sufficient notice, and a
certificate of the officer or person so mailing such
notice that it has been mailed in accordance with
this section shall be deemed prima facie evidence
thereof. At or before the completion of each tour
of duty the officer shall give to his commanding
officer those copies of each notice of such a violation
taken cognizance of during such tour which have not
already been delivered or mailed by him as aforesaid.
Said commanding officer shall retain and safely
preserve one of such copies and shall, at a time not
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later than the beginning of the next court day after-
said delivery or mailing, deliver 1 another of such
copies to the clerk of the court before whom the
offender has been notified to appear.
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The clerk of each such court shall maintain a
separate docket of all such notices to appear. Itr
case any offender fails to appear in accordance with
such notice issued to him, the clerk shall notify the
licensing official, who shall forthwith suspend the
right of such person to operate bicycles, or his license,
if any, to operate the same, and shall not reinstate
such right or license or issue a renewal thereof to
such person until after notice from the clerk of the
court disposing of the case that the same has been
disposed of in accordance with law.
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Anjr person notified to appear before the clerk of
a court as provided herein, instead of appearing
personally may appear through any person duly
authorized by him in writing. Any such offender,
or in his absence a person authorized, may request
the clerk of the court that the violation charged be
taken for confessed, and if it appears that it is the
first offence charged against such offender for a
violation of any provision of said sections committed
within the jurisdiction of such court within a calendar
year, said clerk shall dismiss the charge, which pro-
ceedings shall not be deemed criminal, and shall warn
the offender or person authorized, as the case may
be, that the offender will be subject to the loss of
his license for another such offence committed within
such calendar year; and if it appears that it is a
second offence as aforesaid so committed within such
calendar year the clerk of the court shall notify the
licensing official, who shall thereupon suspend the
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license of the offender for one week; and if it appears
that it is a third offence the clerk of the court shall
notify the licensing official, who shall thereupon sus-
pend the license of the offender and the registration
of his bicycle for a period of three months; and if
it appears that it is a fourth or subsequent offence,
the clerk of the court shall notify the licensing official,
who shall thereupon suspend the license of the
offender and the registration of his bicycle for a
pei'iod of one year. In cases of suspension of regis-
tration as aforesaid, the licensing official shall require
the registration certificate and the registration plates
to be delivered to him. The notice to appear, pro-
vided herein, shall be printed in such form as the
chief justice of the municipal court of the city of
Boston may prescribe for said court and as the
administrative committee of district courts as created
by section forty-three A of chapter two hundred and
eighteen may prescribe for district courts other than
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said municipal court. The clerks of the district
courts shall distribute such notices to the command-
ing officers of police departments upon request, and
shall take a receipt therefor.
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Section 187G. Each officer or person authorized
under section one hundred and eighty-seven B to
register bicycles and to license operators thereof
shall designate a member of his department for
special duty in advising all minors within his town
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as to the requirements of sections one hundred and
eighty-seven A to one hundred and eighty-seven F,
inclusive. The person so designated shall co-operate
with the school authorities of his town in carrying
out all provisions of said sections.
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Section 187H. The licensing provisions of the182
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183 preceding sections shall not apply to riders of bicycles
184 that are hired from rental agencies, but such bicycles
185 shall be registered and carry a special metal tag
186 bearing the name of the rental agency and its ad-
-187 dress, on the right hand part of the bicycle handle
188 bar. Such metal tags shall be designed by the corn-
189 missioner of public safety and issued to the regis-
190 tering authorities on written requisition from the
191 latter. The annual fee for each metal tag shall be
192 twenty cents and shall cover the period ending at
193 midnight on December thirty-first of the year of
194 issue. Whoever violates the provisions of this section
195 shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty
196 dollars or more than fifty dollars
197 Section 1871. Any town having a population of
198 fifteen thousand or less may, by vote at a regular
199 town meeting, vote to accept the provisions of sec-
200 tions one hundred and eighty-seven A to one hundred
201 and eighty-seven H, inclusive, and upon such ac-
202 ceptance said sections shall thereupon apply to such
203 town.

204 Section 187J. Any police officer may take into
205 his custody the bicycle of any person operating such
206 a bicycle upon the public ways of the commonwealth

207 who has not, within ten days after notice from the
208 city or town clerk, registered such bicycle as provided
209 herein. Such officer shall keep possession of such
210 bicycle until the same is lawfully registered or proof
211 of transfer of ownership thereof furnished him.

1 Section 2. So much of sections twelve and
2 thirteen of chapter eighty-five of the General Laws

as is inconsistent with this act is hereby repealed.




