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To accompany the petition of Joseph L. Murphy for legislation
relative to the giving of notice of petitions for pardons. Public
Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act amending the laws relative to pardons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and twenty-seven of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 section one hundred and fifty-three, as appearing in
4 the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following:
6 Section 153. In all cases of petitions for pardons
7 referred to the executive council by the governor,
8 where the petitioner is serving a sentence for the
9 commission of a felony, the executive secretary shall,

10 at least fourteen days prior to the date of the hearing
11 hereinafter referred to, notify every member of the
12 executive council, the attorney general, the district
13 attorney who prosecuted the case and the parole
14 board; and, in cases where the petitioner is serving
15 a sentence other than for the commission of a felony,
16 the executive secretary shall notify the attorney
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17 general, and also the district attorney who prosecuted
18 the case; and in every event they or their represent-
-19 atives may be present at the hearing on the petition
20 by the pardon committee of the executive council,
21 examine the petitioner’s witnesses, and present to the
22 pardon committee full information as to the case of the
23 commonwealth against the petitioner on which he
24 stands convicted of the crime for which he is serving
25 sentence.


