
SENATE 330

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Asso-
ciation, by Axel T. Zetterman, executive secretary, for legislation to
regulate appeals to the Department of Public Works by persons
aggrieved by local licensing authorities relative to licenses for bill-
boards, signs and other advertising devices. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act regulating appeals to the department of

PUBLIC WORKS BY PERSONS AGGRIEVED BY LOCAL

LICENSING AUTHORITIES RELATIVE TO LICENSES FOR

BILLBOARDS, SIGNS AND OTHER ADVERTISING DEVICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-nine of chapter ninety-three of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary
3 Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end the
4 following new paragraph:
5 Any applicant for a license who is aggrieved by the
6 action of the local licensing authorities in refusing to
7 grant the same or by their failure to act within a
8 period of thirty days, or any person who is aggrieved
9 by the action of such authorities in suspending, can-

-10 celling, revoking or declaring forfeited the same, may
11 appeal therefrom to the department within five days
12 following notice of such action or following the ex-

C&e Commontoealt!) of sgaggacfnisctts



SENATE No. 330. [Jan. 1939.2

13 piration of said period, upon petition in writing,
14 setting forth all the material facts in the case. The
15 department may, after hearing, due notice whereof
16 shall have been given, sustain the action of the local
17 licensing authorities or may sustain the appeal, in
18 which latter case it shall set forth in writing in its
19 decision its reasons therefor, and the decision of the
20 department shall be final; but, pending a decision
21 on the appeal, the action of the local licensing au-
-22 thorities shall have the same force and effect as if the
23 appeal had not been taken.
24 If the local licensing authorities fail to issue a license
25 or to perform any other act when lawfully ordered so
26 to do by the department upon appeal or otherwise,
27 within such time as it may prescribe, the department
28 may itself issue such license or perform such act, with
29 the same force and effect as if issued or performed by
30 the local licensing authorities.


