
SENATE 331

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts Selectmen’s Asso-
ciation, by Axel T. Zetterman, executive secretary, that cities and
towns be authorized to regulate and restrict billboards, signs and
certain other advertising devices within their respective limits. Mer-
cantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thirty-Nine.

An Act authorizing cities and towns to regulate

and restrict billboards, signs and certain other

advertising devices within their respective

limits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Cfie Commontocaltf) of

1 Section twenty-nine of chapter ninety-three of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edi-
-3 tion, is hereby amended by striking out, in the fifteenth
4 and sixteenth lines, the words “not inconsistent with
5 sections twenty-nine to thirty-three,! inclusive, or
G with said rules and regulations” and inserting in
7 place thereof the words: not less stringent than
8 the provisions of sections twenty-nine to thirty-three,
9 inclusive, or of said rules and regulations, —so as to

10 read as follows: -■■- Section 29. The department of
11 public works, hereinafter called the department, shall
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12 make and may amend or repeal rules and regulations
13 for the proper control and restriction of billboards,
14 signs and other advertising devices, except as provided
15 in section thirty-two, on public ways or on private
16 property within public view of any highway, public
17 park or reservation. Said rules and regulations may
18 require that said billboards, signs or ocher devices
19 be licensed in accordance therewith and with this
20 section, may prescribe license fees, to be fixed with
21 regard to the cost of administering this section, and
22 need not be uniform throughout the commonwealth.
23 Before establishing or amending rules or regulations
24 under this section, the department shall hold duly
25 advertised public hearings in Boston and elsewhere
26 within the commonwealth as it deems necessary or
27 expedient. Cities and towns may further regulate
28 and restrict said billboards or other devices within
29 their respective limits by ordinance or by-law not
30 less stringent than the provisions of sections twenty-
-31 nine to thirty-three, inclusive, or of said rules and
32 regulations.


