
SENATE 440

Executive Department
State House, Boston, February 21, 1939,

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I return herewith, without my approval, Senate bill
printed as House Bill No. 1150, being an Act providing
for a reduction in number of Town Meeting Members at
Large in the Town of Dedham and making certain eligi-
bility requirements for elected Town Meeting Members
in said Town.

This bill provides in substance that in Dedham, no
officials of the Town, with the exception of the Town
Moderator, Town Clerk, and Chairman of the Finance
Committee can be Town Meeting Members. It then
provides that the question as to whether the Act shall
be accepted shall be put on the official ballot of the Town
in the current year.

1 hesitate to interfere in any way with home rule.
But if this bill is adopted in Dedham it will give Dedham
a distinctly different type of representative Town Meet-
ing than any other Town in the State. It will also be
depriving certain Town officials of their right as citizens
to vote on matters of interest to them in the government
of their Town.

Your Honorable Bodies have already submitted to me
for my signature an Act which, in another Town, will
permit an elected Town official to be ex-officio a member
of the representative Town meeting. In other words, in
one Act you deprive certain Town officials from being
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members of the representative Town meeting and in the
other you go to the opposite extreme.

Our general theory in this State has been the latter
and, in the interest of uniformity in government in Towns
using representative Town Meetings, I return this Act to
you without my approval.

Governor of the Commonwealth .


