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Section 17. If the total value of an estate which has come into 
the control of a public administrator is less than five hundred dollars, 
unless the same is the balance of an estate received from a prior 
public administrator, he shall forthwith reduce all such property 
into money, not taking administration thereon, and deposit it, after 
deducting his reasonable expenses and charges, with the state trea
surer, who shall hold it for the benefit of any persons who may have 
legal claims thereon. Such claims may be presented to the comptrol
ler within one year from such payment to the treasurer, and the 
comptroller shall examine such claims and allow such as may be 
proved to his satisfaction, and upon the expiration of the year shall 
forthwith certify the same to the governor and council for payment 
of the whole of the claims or such proportion thereof as the funds will 
allow. Approved July 2,1973. 

Chap. 496. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE USE OP CERTAIN RAPTORS 
FOR HUNTING PURPOSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 131 of the General Laws, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 802 of the acts of 1967, is hereby 
amended by inserting after the definition of "Division" the following 
two definitions:— 

"Falcon", the female peregrine, but applied generally to the 
females of all long-winged hawks (Falconidae), and to all hawks 
trained to hunt game. 

"Falconry", the sport of hunting game with trained raptors. 
SECTION 2. Said section 1 of said chapter 131 is hereby further 

amended by inserting after the definition of "Propagator" the fol
lowing definition:— 

"Raptors", all birds found in the wild that are members of the 
order Falconiformes or Strigiformes, and specifically but not by way 
of limitation, falcons, hawks, owls and eagles. 

SECTION 3. Clause (2) of section 4 of said chapter 131, as ap
pearing in section 1 of chapter 802 of the acts of 1967, is hereby 
amended by inserting after the word "chapter", in line 7, the 
words:— andrhe may, subject to federal law, rules and regulations, 
regulate the trapping and taking of raptors for the purpose of fal
conry in accordance with rules and regulations established under 
the provisions of section five;. 

SECTION 4. The fourth paragraph of section 23 of said chapter 
131, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after clause (8) 
the following two clauses:— 

(9) To any person who successfully fulfills the license require
ments as established by the director, a falconry license, for either 
an apprentice falconer or master falconer, depending upon the appli
cant's qualifications and testing, to keep, train and hunt with raptors 
in accordance with the rules and regulations established therefor, 
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provided that when hunting, the licensee shall also possess a valid 
hunting or sporting license. 

(10) To any person fulfilling the requirements of this license as 
established by the director, a raptor breeding and salvage license 
to possess, propagate, rehabilitate and release into the wild or retain 
for scientific study, birds of the families Accipitridae, Falconidae, 
Tytonidae, and Strigidae in accordance with the rules and regula
tions established therefor. The sport of falconry is prohibited under 
this license. It shall be unlawful to purchase, sell, barter or offer 
for sale or barter, or to have in possession for the purpose of sale 
or barter, any raptors licensed under this clause or clause (9) unless 
otherwise authorized in writing by the director. 

SECTION 5. The last paragraph of section 23 of said chapter 131, 
as amended by section 2 of chapter 573 of the acts of 1972, is hereby 
further amended by striking out, in lines 10, 11 and 12, the words 
"and the initial fee for a license issued under clause (8) shall be 
seven dollars and fifty cents, and for each annual renewal thereof, 
five dollars" and inserting in place thereof the words:— the initial 
fee for a license issued under clause (8) shall be seven dollars and 
fifty cents, and for each annual renewal thereof, five dollars; and 
the initial fee for a license issued under clause (9) or .clause (10) 
shall be twenty-five dollars, and for each annual renewal thereof, 
twenty-five dollars. 

SECTION 6. Clause (3) of section 31 of said chapter 131, as 
amended by section 9 of chapter 706 of the acts of 1972, is hereby 
further amended by adding the following sentence:— Falconry shall 
be permitted on commercial shooting preserves under existing hunt
ing regulations provided the falconer meets the commonwealth's 
falconry requirements or is similarly licensed by another state. 

.SECTION 7. The last sentence of section 57 of said chapter 131, 
as amended by chapter 214 of the acts of 1968, is hereby fur
ther amended by inserting after the word "traps", in line 7, the 
words: — , nor training of falcons or protected species, nor the 
exercising of such falcons as regulated by the director. 

SECTION 8. Section 75A of said chapter 131, inserted by section 
1 of chapter 445 of the acts of 1972, is hereby amended by inserting 
after the word "bird", in line 4, the words:— , unless otherwise 
authorized by the director. Approved July 2,1973. 

Chap. 497. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE USE OF STOP WARNING 
DEVICES ON SCHOOL BUSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 7B of chapter 90. of the General Laws is hereby amended 

by inserting after clause (10), inserted by chapter 314 of the acts 
of 1973, the following clause:— 

(11) A stop warning device may be mounted upon the left side 
of a school bus and shall only be activated to extend outward when 
picking up or discharging passengers. Such device when fully ex-


