
No. 140HOUSE
Accompanying the ninth recommendation of the Department of

Public Works (House, No. 131). Harbors and Public Lands.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relating to the powers of the department

OF PUBLIC WORKS WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN WAYS

CONNECTING WITH STATE HIGHWAYS AND WITH RESPECT

TO PROVIDING A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO A GREAT POND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 81 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2by striking out section 7A, inserted by chapter 344 of
3 the acts of 1937 and chapter 448 of the acts of 1948,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following section: •
5 Section 7A. In connection with the laying out,
6 alteration or reconstruction of a state highway, the
7 department may alter or relocate connecting ways as
8 may be necessary. Land or rights in land may be
9 acquired for this purpose by eminent domain under

10 chapter seventy-nine by the department in behalf of
11 the city or town in which the land lies, or in behalf
12 of the commonwealth, at the option of the depart-
-13 ment. The department may take or acquire by emi-
-14 nent domain under said chapter easements in land
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15 outside the location of limited access state highways,
16 said easements to be taken in behalf of those owners
17 of land abutting said highways, whose rights of ac-
-18 cess to and egress from their land, and any other
19 rights necessary to make the same available for use,
20 will become inoperative due to the construction of
21 said highway. In connection with the establishment
22 of a public right of way for access to any great pond
23 the department may take land in behalf of any mu-
-24 nicipality and construct a roadway thereon or may
25 improve an existing way in behalf of any municipality
26 in accordance with the provisions of section eighteen A
27 of chapter ninety-one of the General Laws, as most-
-28 recently amended in the current year. Any person
29 whose property has been taken or injured by any
30 action of said department under authority of this
31 section may recover from the commonwealth under
32 chapter seventy-nine such damages therefor as he
33 may be entitled to.


