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HOUSE .... No. 363
By Mr. Skerry of Medford, petition of Francis X. Lang (Director

if Accounts) for legislation relative to budgets in cities. Municipal
onance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Thr

an Act to amend the law relative to budgets in

CITIES.

Be it enacted bu the Senate and House of Representative
/ 5

General Court assembled, and bit the authority of the
tame, as follou

1 Section 1. Chapter 44, section 32, of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 473, section 2, of the acts of 1941, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in line 2 of paragraph (2),
5 the words “three hundred dollars” and inserting in
6 place thereof the words: one thousand dollars,
7 so as to read as follows: Section S 2. Within forty-
-8 five days after the annual organization of the city
9 government in any city other than Boston, the mayor

10 shall submit to the city council the annual budget
11 which shall be a statement of the amounts recom-
12 mended by him for the proposed expenditures of the
13 city for the then current year. The annual budgets
14 shall be classified and designated so as to show sepa-

15 rately with respect to each officer, department or under-
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16 taking for which an appropriation is recommended:
17 (1) Ordinary maintenance, which shall also include
18 debt and interest charges matured and maturing dur
19 ing the year, and shall be subdivided as follows

20 (a) Salaries and wages of officers, officials and em-
21 ployees other than laborers or persons performing the
22 duties of laborers; and
23 (b) Ordinary maintenance not included under (a)

24 and
25 (2) Proposed expenditures for other than ordinary
26 maintenance, including additional equipment the
27 estimated cost of which exceeds one thousand dollars
28 The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon
29 recommendation of the mayor and with the approval
30 of the council, from adopting additional classifica-
31 tions and designations

32 The city council may by majority vote make ap-
33 propriations for the purposes recommended and may
34 reduce or reject any amount recommended in the
35 annual budget, but, except on recommendation of
36 the mayor, shall not increase any amount in or the
37 total of the annual budget, nor add thereto any

38 amount for a purpose not included therein, except as
39 provided in section thirty-three. Except as other
40 wise permitted by law, all amounts appropriated by

41 the city com n this section, shall be

42 for the pi ppro

43 m ini

44 the council si

uired udget. If the
46 council fails to take action with respect to am'

47 amount recommended in the annual budget, either
48 by approving, reducing or rejecting the same, within
49 forty-five days after the receipt of the budget, such
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50 amount shall without any action by the council be-
51 come a part of the appropriations for the year, and
52 be available for the purposes specified.

If, upon the expiration of forty-five days after the53
54 annual organization of the city government, the

mayor shall not have submitted to the city counciloo

the annual budget for said year, the city council56

shall within thirty days upon its own initiative pre-0/

58 pare the annual budget, and such preparation shall
be subject to the same requirements as the mayor’s59

60 annual budget, so far as apt.apt

Within fifteen days after such preparation of the61
62 annual budget, the city council shall proceed to act
63 by voting thereon and all amounts so voted shall
64 thereupon be valid appropriations for the purposes
65 stated therein to the same extent as though based
66 upon a mayor’s annual budget, but subject, how-
67 ever, to such requirements, if any, as may be imposedi ev

68 I

69 If the council fails to take action with respect to
70 any amount recommended in the budget, either by

71 approving, reducing or rejecting the same, within
fter such preparation, such amount

become1i

ppropriations for the year, and be74 P
pecil

76 Nothing in this section snail prevent tne citthis section snail prevent the citv

he written recommendation77 council, acting upor

from voting appropriations, not inoi the m78

nmmended, either prior79 excess of the amount so

80 or subsequent to the passage of the annual budget
section shall apply, in any81 The provisions of this

82 city adopting the Plan E form of government under
to the extent provided by83 chapter forty-three, only

84 section one hundred and four of said chapter
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85 Neither the annual budget nor appropriation
86 orders based thereon shall be in such detail as to
87 fix specific salaries of employees under the direction
88 of boards elected by the people, other than the city
89 council.

2 passage.
1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its


