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Department of Public Safety,
Board of Elevator Regulations

310 Commonwealth Ave., Boston 15, Mass., October 8, 195

To the Hon nate and House of Revre

Pursuant to chapter 40 of the Resolves of 1952, which
authorizes and directs the Board of Elevator Regulations
in the Department of Public Safety to make an examina-
tion and study of the subject matter of current House
Document numbered 489, relative to safety devices on
elevators, and of current House Document numbered
1826, relative to regulating the reshackling and reinstal-
lation of certain elevators, the Board of Elevator Regu-
lations has made an intensive investigation and study of
said House Documents. The Board finds that it would
be both unwise and undesirable to enact the proposed
House Document numbered 1826 for the following
reasons:—-

(1) There presently exists comprehensive regulations
covering all elevator installations.

(2) Nothing in the elevator regulations prevents the
use of any emergency clamping device if it does not
violate the minimum safety requirements of the regula-
tions. Thus, any such device which complies with the
code may be installed.

(3) The proposed House Document numbered 1826
would require reshackling at least once a year under cer-
tain circumstances. The Board is of the opinion that it
would be unwise to require reshackling at fixed intervals
without reference to the actual condition of a particular
elevator. Elevator ropes may require reshackling more
often or less often than one year, depending on the condi-
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tion of the ropes and the conditions and circumstances
under which the elevator operates. To automatically
require reshackling at least once a year would impose an
unwarranted and expensive burden on the owners of
property.

(4) The proposed legislation would, under certain cir-
cumstances, remove entirely the requirement of reshack-
ling, i.e., where an approved safety device is used. The
Board is of the opinion that reshackling may be necessary
even where a safety device is employed, and the power
of an inspector of elevators to require reshackling should
not be eliminated.

Pursuant to sections 68 and 69 of chapter 143 of the
General Laws, the Board of Elevator Regulations has
kept the matter of elevator safety and amendments to
existing regulations under constant study, with the fol-
lowing results:

(1) With respect to new elevator installations the
Board already has a regulation, ELV-2, which went into
effect March 9, 1950, and which incorporates all the re-
quirements of House Document numbered 489.

(2) The Board has already completed a revision of
ELV-1, which regulation governs existing elevator instal-
lations, and these proposed amendments incorporate all
the requirements of House Document numbered 489.
The proposed amendments will be presented at a public
hearing pursuant to law in the near future, and will be-
come law after such hearing and approval by the Attorney
General of the Commonwealth.

It is the opinion of the Board of Elevator Regulations
that no legislation is necessary.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY T. WROBEL,
Chairman, Board of Elevator

Eequlations.


