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By Mr. Means of Essex, petition of the Massachusetts Farm Bureau

Federation that the Director of Agriculture be authorized to co-ope

ate with the federal government in the eradication of certain animal
diseases. Agricultur

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three,

an Act providing for co-operation with the federal

GOVERNMENT IN THE ERADICATION OF CERTAIN ANIMAL
DISEASES.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is in part to take
3 immediate steps for the eradication of certain animal
4 diseases, for the purposes of meeting the public need
5 and requirements, therefore, it is hereby declared to
6 be an emergency law necessary for the immediate
7 preservation of public interest and convenience.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, arid by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 129 of the General Laws (Tercentenary
2 Edition) is hereby amended by adding the following
3 new section:
4 Section 14A. All neat cattle and other domestic
5 animals, which are affected with, or have been exposed
6 to, vesicular stomatitis or vesicular exanthema, or
7 any other contagious disease, shall be destroyed when,
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8 in the opinion of the director, the public so requires,
9 and their carcasses shall be buried or otherwise dis-

10 posed of. An order for killing and for the disposal of
11 carcasses shall be issued in writing by said director,
12 and may be directed to an agent, an inspector or other
13 person. The said director shall also issue such direc-
-14 tions for the cleansing and disinfection of buildings,
15 premises and places in which vesicular stomatitis or
16 vesicular exanthema, or other disease exists or has
17 existed, and of property which may be on or contained
18 therein, as in his opinion may be necessary or ex-
-19 pedient. Any property on such premises which may
20 be, in the opinion of the director or of his agents, a
21 source of contagion may be destroyed by order of the
22 director. The necessary expenses incurred in carrying
23 out this section may be paid from the annual appro-
-24 priation for the extermination of contagious disease
25 among domestic animals. The director may appoint
26 persons to make appraisals on live stock and other
27 property the destruction of which is ordered under
28 this section, and fifty per cent of the full value of such
29 live stock and other property, as determined by the
30 appraisal, may be paid from the annual appropriation
31 aforesaid. If the United States government makes an
32 appropriation for payment of a certain portion of the
33 value of any animals and property destroyed under
34 this section, the payment by the commonwealth for
35 such animals or property shall be limited to the differ-
-36 ence between such portion and the full value thereof
37 determined as herein provided, which shall not be in
38 excess of fifty per cent,of such value.


