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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Section 2 of chapter 85 of the acts of 1971 is hereby amended by 

striking out the word "sixty-five", inserted by section 1 of chapter 9 
of the acts of 1972, and inserting in place thereof the words: — two 
hundred and fifty. Approved July 10,1973. 

Chap. 532. A N ACT REQUIRING CERTAIN OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES 
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH TO REPORT 
TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY ALL FELONIES COMMITTED 
BY OR UPON PERSONS UNDER THEIR TREATMENT OR 
SUPERVISION. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 19 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section. 14E the following section: — 

Section 14F. The superintendent of any state hospital or state 
school, or the director of any mental health or retardation facility 
of the department, who has reason to believe that a crime which is 
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison has been committed 
by or upon any person on the premises of the particular facility or 
by or upon any person in the care of the particular facility but not 
on the premises thereof, shall, not later than one week from the 
date of the commission of such crime, report the same to the district 
attorney of the district within which the crime was committed. 

Approved July 10,1973. 

Chap. 533. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE SEALING OF PUBLIC RECORDS 
OF CERTAIN OFFENSES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter,94C of the General Laws is hereby amended 

by striking out section 44, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 1071 
of the acts of 1971, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: — . • 

Section 44. If any person is found not guilty of the violation of 
any provision of section thirty-four or if a complaint against him is 
dismissed or an indictment nol prossed for a violation of said section, 
the court shall order all official records relating to his arrest, indict
ment, conviction, continuance or discharge to be sealed; provided, 
however, that department records maintained by police and other 
law enforcement agencies which are not public records shall not 
be sealed. 

No person as to whom such sealing has been ordered shall be held 
thereafter under any provision of any law to be guilty of perjury 
or otherwise making a false statement by reason of his failure to 
recite or acknowledge such arrest, indictment, disposition, seahng 
or any other related court proceeding, in response to any inquiry 
made of him for any purpose. 

SECTION 2. The first paragraph of section 100A of chapter 276 
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of the General Laws, as appearing in section Tof chapter 686 of the 
acts of 1971, is hereby amended by striking out the third sentence 
and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:— This section 
shall apply to court appearances and dispositions of all offenses 
punishable only by a fine or by imprisonment in a jail or house of 
correction; provided, however, that this section shall not apply in 
case of convictions for violations of sections one hundred and twenty-
one to one hundred and thirty-one H, inclusive, of chapter one 
hundred and forty or for violations of chapter two hundred and sixty-
eight or two hundred and sixty-eight A. 

SECTION 3. Said section 100A of said chapter 276 is hereby fur
ther amended by inserting after the first paragraph the following 
paragraph: — 

In carrying out the provisions of this section, notwithstanding 
any laws to the contrary: — 

1. Any recorded offense which was a felony when committed and 
has since become a misdemeanor shall be treated as a misdemeanor. 

2. Any recorded offense which is no longer a crime shall be eligible 
for sealing forthwith, except in cases where the elements of the offense 
continue to be a crime under a different designation. 

3. In determining the ten-year period for eligibility, any subse
quently recorded offenses for which the dispositions are "not guilty", 
"dismissed for want of prosecution", "dismissed at request of com
plainant", "nol prossed", or "no bill" shall not be held to interrupt 
the running of the required ten-year period for eligibility. 

4. If it cannot be ascertained that a recorded offense was a felony 
when committed said offense shall be treated as a misdemeanor. 

Approved July 10,1973. 

Chap. 534. AN ACT RELATIVE TO ABOLISHING THE OFFICE OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONER OF THE TOWN OF BROOKLINE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of any gen

eral or special law or by-law, the office of fire commissioner in the 
town of Brookline shall be abolished and the term of office of the 
fire commissioner of said town shall terminate, and all the powers, 
duties and trusts theretofore conferred or imposed by general or 
special law or by-law upon the fire commissioner shall be transferred 
to and assumed, exercised, executed, and performed by the board of 
selectmen of said town, and thereupon said board shall be in all 
respects and for all purposes whatsoever the lawful successor to 
the fire commissioner in relation to the direction and control of 
the fire department of said town. 

SECTION 2. All existing rules, regulations and orders issued by 
the fire commissioner relating to the control or administration of 
the fire department or otherwise, shall remain in full force and effect 
until superseded by rules, regulations or orders promulgated by vthe 
board of selectmen, and the promulgation thereof by said board shall 


