
HOUSE No. 518
By Mr. Glynn of Boston, petition of Francis E. Kelly and others

for regulating further the adoption of children under fourteen years
of age. Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act further regulating the adoption of children
UNDER FOURTEEN YEARS OF AGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section SA, as amended by section 2
3 of chapter 737 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section SA. Upon the filing of a petition for adop-
-6 tion of a child under the age of fourteen, notice shall
7 be given to the department of public welfare which
8 shall make appropriate inquiry to determine the con-
-9 dition and antecedents of the child for the purpose of

10 ascertaining whether he is a proper subject for adop-
-11 tion, and to determine whether the petitioners and
12 their home are suitable for the proper rearing of the
13 child, due regard being given the race and religion of
14 the child and of the petitioners. The department
15 shall submit to the court not later than thirty days
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16 after receipt of such notice, or within such further
17 time as the court may allow, such written report
18 will give the court full knowledge as to the desirability

19 of the proposed adoption. The court may require such
20 further investigation and report by the department as
21 may be necessary. Reports made by the department
22 shall be signed by the employee making the investiga-
23 tion and attested before a notary public or justice of
24 the peace. In the event of failure of the department
25 to file a written report within thirty days after receipt
26 of notice, the petitioners may petition the court for
27 the appointment of a guardian ad litem. The guardian
28 ad litem shall make such inquiry as necessary to
29 comply with the requirements of this section and re-
30 port Ids findings within thirty days of appointment
31 unless a further extension of time is granted by the
32 court. The report of such guardian ad litem shall
33 have the same force and effect as a report from the
34 department. All reports submitted hereunder shall
35 be filed separate and apart from the other papers in
36 the case, and shall not at any time be open to inspec-
37 tion except by the parties and their attorneys, unless
38 the court, for good cause shown, shall otherwise order.
39 No decree shall be made upon such a petition until
40 such report has been received, nor until the child shall
41 have resided for not less than one year in the home of
42 the petitioner; provided, that for good cause shown
43 the court may, in its discretion, waive therequirement
44 of residence. This section shall not apply in the case
45 of a petition for adoption presented, sponsored or
46 recommended by any charitable corporation organized
47 under general or special laws of the commonwealth for
48 the purpose of engaging in the care of children and
49 principally so engaged; provided, however, that such
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50 petitions shall be accompanied by a written report from
51 said charitable corporation, which report shall be of
52 the same force and effect as a report of the department
53 of public welfare; and further provided, that no decree
54 shall be made upon such a petition in the case of a
55 child who has resided for less than one year in the
56 home of the petitioner, except that, for good cause
57 shown, the court may, in its discretion, waive the
58 requirement of residence. Whenever the requirement
59 of residence in the home of the petitioner is waived
60 under this section, the probate judge shall file a memo-
-61 randum setting forth the facts upon which such waiver
62 was based.




