
HOUSE 622

By Mr. Brassard of Worcester, petition of Andrew B. Holmstrom
(mayor of Worcester), the city manager, Rene A. Brassard and another
(by vote of the city council of said city) for legislation relative to the
protection of pedestrians at highway crossings and providing a penalty
for persons failing to obey traffic signals at said crossings. Highways
and Motor Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three

An Act relative to the protection and safety of

PEDESTRIANS CROSSING HIGHWAYS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 20A, as recently amended
3 by chapter 201 of the acts of 1938, the following sec-
-4 tion:
5 Section 208. (a) In signal light controlled traffic
6 areas, pedestrians shall obey traffic signals by remain-
-7 ing on the curb until they have a signal to go, unless
8 they are otherwise directed by a police officer in uni-
-9 form. Any person violating these provisions shall be

10 fined one dollar for the first offence and two dollars
11 for each additional offence during the same calendar
12 year.

13 ( b ) In thickly settled or business districts, as defined
14 in section one of chapter ninety, pedestrians shall not
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15 use the roadway between intersections when a vehicle
16 is approaching from either direction. Pedestrians shall
17 cross the highway at intersections and at such other
18 places in the streets or highways as are clearly indi-
-19 cated and marked off for pedestrian crossing.
20 (c) The driver of any vehicle shall yield the right
21 of way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within
22 any marked crosswalk or within any unmarked cross-
23 walk at the end of a block, unless otherwise directed
24 by a police officer in uniform. Whenever any vehicle
25 is stopped at a marked crosswalk to permit a pedestrian
26 to cross the way, the operator of any other vehicle
27 approaching from the rear shall not overtake and pass
28 such stopped vehicle.
29 (d) Any violation of the foregoing provisions shall
30 not constitute a criminal record nor be deemed a
31 criminal offence. This law shall apply to state, city
32 and town public ways.


