
HOUSE 649

By Mr. Glynn of Boston, petition of William A. Glynn for legisla-
tion relative to exceptions by defendants in certain criminal cases. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to exceptions in criminal cases.

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 278 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 31 and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following:
4 Section 31. Exceptions may be alleged by a de-
-5 fendant in a criminal case who is aggrieved by an
6 opinion, ruling, direction or judgment of the superior
7 court rendered upon any question of law arising on
8 any interlocutory ruling or at the trial of such cases
9 or upon a motion for a new trial, but not upon a plea

10 in abatement; provided, that exceptions alleged in
11 any proceedings or trial upon an indictment or com-
-12 plaint for any felony and for any misdemeanor tried
13 with a felony shall be governed by sections thirty-
-14 three A to thirty-three G, and no bill of exceptions
15 shall be entered or considered in the supreme judicial
16 court in any such proceedings or trial. The exceptions
17 shall be reduced to writing and filed with the clerk
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18 and notice thereof given to the commonwealth within
19 five days after the verdict, unless further time is al-
-20 lowed by the court. The clerk, immediately upon the
21 filing of the exceptions, shall present them to the court,
22 and if, upon examination thereof by the presiding
23 justice, they are found conformable to the truth, they
24 shall be allowed by him. In all cases, the district
25 attorney shall have an opportunity to be heard con-
-26 cerning the allowance of such exceptions. The pro-
-27 visions of sections one hundred and fifteen to one hun-
-28 dred and seventeen, inclusive of chapter two hundred
29 and thirty-one, so far as appropriate, shall apply to
30 exceptions taken in criminal cases.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on
2 in the current year.


