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By Mr. Hoff of Montague, petition of the Clarence W. Allen Post

No. 178 (The American Legion) for an amendment of the law relative
to the organization of union health departments. Public Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act to amend the law relative to the organ-

ization OF UNION HEALTH DEPARTMENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 662 of the acts of 1949 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the following sentence from section 2:
3 “If, after ten years from said effective date, municipal-
-4 ities having a population of less than thirty-five
5 thousand are not included voluntarily in such unions,
6 the state department of public health, after a public
7 hearing, shall include such municipalities in existing
8 or new unions unless such communities are providing
9 minimum healtli services as defined by the public

10 health council.”, and by striking out the word
11 “shall” in the sentence immediately preceding, and
12 by further striking out the final phrase of said section
13 “; and provided, further, that provision is made for
14 its inclusion, subject to the approval of the state
15 department of public health, in a separate or another
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16 union.”, —so that said section 2 shall read as follows:
17 Section 2. Prior to the vote in municipalities relative
18 to the formation of any such proposed unions, local
19 boards of health or the county commissioners shall
20 apply to the state department of public health for the
21 formation of a union board of health. If a city or
22 town fails to adopt necessary legislation to become
23 a member of a proposed union the department shall
24 determine the suitability of the union of the remaining
25 municipalities. All municipalities having a population
26 of less than thirty-five thousand may within ten years
27 of the effective date of this act become voluntarily
28 members of such health unions. Any constituent city
29 or town may, by vote passed prior to July first in any
30 year withdraw from the union, such withdrawal to
31 become effective January first following; provided,
32 that the city or town shall have been a member of the
33 union for at least five years.


