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By Mr. Yerxa of Boston (by request), petition of Lloyd A. Hatha-

way for legislation relative to reduction of maximum sentences of
prisoners. Public Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three

An Act relative to reduction of maximum sen-
tences OF PRISONERS.

and House of Representative
and by the authority of th

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

127 of the General Laws is1 Section 1. Chapter
2 hereby amended by striking out in the second para-
-3 graph the second sentence of section 129, as amended
4 by chapter 450 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in
5 place thereof the following sentence: Upon a
6 sentence of not less than four months and less than
7 three years, three days for each month; upon a
8 sentence of not less than three years and less than
9 five years, four days for each month; upon a sentence

10 of not less than five years and less than eleven years,
11 five days for each month; upon a sentence of eleven
12 years or more, six days for each month, so as to
13 read as follows; Section 129. The officer in charge
14 of each prison or other place of confinement, except
15 a defective delinquent department, shall keep a
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record of the conduct of each prisoner, except a
prisoner serving a life sentence, in his custody whose
term of imprisonment is four months or more. Every
such prisoner whose record of conduct shows that
he has faithfully observed all the rules of his prison
or other place of confinement, and has not been sub-
jected to punishment, shall be entitled to have the
term of his imprisonment reduced by a deduction
from the maximum term for which he may be held
under his sentence or sentences, which shall be de-
termined as follows; Upon a sentence of not less
than four months and less than one year, one day
for each month; upon a sentence of not less than
one year and less than three years, three days for
each month; upon a sentence of not less than three
years and less than five years, four days for each
month; upon a sentence of not less than five years
and less than ten years, five days for each month;
upon a sentence of ten years or more, six days for
each month, ff a prisoner has two or more sentences
to be served concurrently or otherwise, the maximum
period of time for which he may be held under his
sentences shall be the basis upon which the deduction
shall be determined. If a prisoner violates any of
the rules of his prison or other place of confinement,
the commissioner of correction, the county commis-
sioners, and, in Suffolk county, the penal institution
commissioner of Boston, upon the recommendation
and evidence submitted to them, respectively, in
writing by the warden, superintendent, or officer in
charge, shall decide what part, if any, of such good
conduct deduction from sentence or sentences shall
be forfeited by such violation of the rules of his
prison or other place of confinement.
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50 For the satisfactory and diligent performance of
51 work assigned to a prisoner, lie shall be entitled to
52 a further deduction from the maximum term for which
53 he may be held under his sentence or sentences, which
54 shall be determined as follows: Upon a sentence
55 of not less than four months and less than three years,
56 three days for each month; upon a sentence of not
57 less than three years and less than five years, four
58 days for each month; upon a sentence of not less
59 than five years and less than eleven years, five days
60 for each month; upon a sentence of eleven years or

61 more, six days for each month. If a prisoner has
62 two or more sentences to be served concurrently or
63 otherwise the maximum period of time for which he
64 may be held under his sentences shall be the basis
65 upon which the deduction shall be determined. If a
66 prisoner fails so to perform such work, the commis-
67 sioner of correction, the county commissioners, and
68 in Suffolk county, the penal institution commissioner
69 of Boston, upon the recommendation and evidence
70 submitted to them, respectively, in writing by the
71 warden, superintendent or officer in charge, shall
72 decide what part, if any, of such further deduction
73 from sentence or sentences shall be forfeited by such
74 failure.
75 If, during the term of imprisonment of a prisoner
76 confined in a state or county institution, such prisoner
77 shall commit any offence of which he shall be con-
78 victed and sentenced, all deductions hereunder from
79 the former sentence of imprisonment of such prisoner
80 shall be thereby forfeited.
81 If a prisoner, while on parole from a state penal
82 institution, violates his parole and is returned to the
83 institution for such violation, the parole board shall
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84 determine what part, if any, of any good conduct
85 deduction from sentence or sentences shall be for
86 feited as a result of such violation, but no deduction
,87 from sentence or sentences granted for satisfactory

88 and diligent work shall be so forfeited
89 A prisoner in a state penal institution who is en
90 titled to have the term of his imprisonment reduced
91 shall receive from the parole board a certificate of
92 discharge, and shall be released from the prison in

13 which he has been confined, upon the date which
94 has been determined by such deductions from the
95 maximum term of his sentence or sentences. A
96 prisoner in a county penal institution who is entitled
97 to have the term of his imprisonment reduced shall
98 receive from the county commissioners or, in Suffolk

county, the penal institution commissioner of Boston,
100 a certificate of discharge, and shall be released from
101 the prison in which he has been confined, upon the
102 date which has been determined by such deduction
103 from the maximum term of his sentence or sentences.
104 A prisoner heretofore or hereafter released on parole
105 from a state penal institution who has faithfully
106 observed all the rules of his parole, and has not been
107 returned to prison for the violation of his parole,
108 shall be entitled to have the term of his imprison-
109 ment reduced by a deduction from the maximum
110 term for which he may be held under the sentence or
111 sentences, to be determined in the same manner as

112 if he had not been released on parole, except that any
113 deduction for the satisfactory and diligent per-
114 formance of work shall be determined only for that
115 portion of the sentence or sentences during which
116 he was actually confined, and shall receive from the
117 parole board a certificate of final discharge and release
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from further supervision upon the date which has
been determined by such deduction from the maxi-
mum term of his sentence or sentences; provided,
however, that when any person serving a sentence
imposed for a violation of section twenty-three of
chapter two hundred and sixty-five or for an attempt
to commit the crime referred to in said section
twenty-three is released in accordance with the provi-
sions hereof, he shall not be given any certificate of
discharge hereunder, but shall be released on parole
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and shall be subject to the provisions of law govern-
ing parole until the expiration of the term of imprison-
ment to which he has been sentenced.
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The total of all deductions from sentence or sen-
tences under this section shall not reduce the maxi-
mum term of any prisoner’s sentence or sentences to
a date earlier than sixty days subsequent to the time
such prisoner first becomes eligible for parole.
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1 Section 2. The provisions of this act shall be
2 applicable to prisoners sentenced before, as well as
3 those sentenced on and after, its effective date.








