
HOUSE 1298

By Mr. Dykeman of Stoughton, petition of William J. O’Brien
and others (selectmen) for making certain changes in the law relative
to a town manager form of government for the town of Stoughton.
Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act making changes in the law relative to a
TOWN MANAGER FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOR THE TOWN

OF STOUGHTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in Gejieral Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 400 of the acts
2 of 1921, as amended by chapter 435 of the acts of
3 1951, is hereby further amended by striking out after
4 the word “commission”, in line 4, the words “which
5 shall also act as the planning board of the town and
6 shall have all necessary powers therefor, including all
7 of the powers and duties of a planning board under
8 sections eighty-one C to and including eighty-one X
9 of chapter forty-one, of the General Laws, so as to

10 read as follows: Section 5. At the first annual
11 town election following the acceptance of this act,
12 the voters shall elect, by official ballot, five members
13 of the finance commission, one of whom shall be chosen
14 for the term of three years, two for the term of two
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15 years and two for the term of one year; and at each
16 annual town election thereafter thay shall elect, for
17 the term of three years, either one or two finance
18 commissioners according as the term of one or two
19 of such commissioners is about to expire.
20 A vacancy in said commission shall be filled in the
21 manner provided in section eleven of chapter forty-
-22 one of the General Laws for filling vacancies in a
23 board consisting of two or more members.

1 Section 2. Section 6of chapter 400 of the acts
2 of 1921 is hereby amended by striking out lines 35
3 to 41, inclusive, so as to read as follows: Section 6.
4 The finance commission shall annually, not later than
5 one week prior to the time fixed for the annual town
6 meeting, prepare and publish an estimate in writing
7 of the probable amount required for the expenditures
8 of the town for the next ensuing fiscal year, stating
9 in detail the amounts of maturing bonds or notes,

10 the amount required for interest or other outstanding
11 indebtedness of the town, and the amount necessary
12 to be provided for each fund and department. It
13 shall also, at the same time, prepare and publish as
14 aforesaid an estimate in writing of the amount of in-
-15 come from all sources of revenue, and of the probable
16 amount required to be levied and raised by taxation
17 to defray all the expenses and liabilities of the town.
18 It shall consider such articles in the warrant for any
19 town meeting to contemplate, directly or indirectly,
20 the appropriation or expenditure of money, shall, if
21 it deems it expedient, give a public hearing thereon,
22 and shall report its recommendations thereon in print
23 to said meeting. It shall make an annual report,
24 which shall be published as a part of the annual town
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25 report, setting forth the matters considered by it
26 during the fiscal year preceding that in which the
27 report is published, and making such recommenda-
-28 tions as appear to be necessary or appropriate re-
-29 specting the finances of the town and the measures
30 to be taken with reference thereto. Three members
31 of said commission shall constitute a quorum for the
32 transaction of business. The finance commission may
33 have the accounts of all the departments, including
34 those of the treasurer and collector of taxes, audited
35 annually or oftener by a competent accountant.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage




