
HOUSE .... No. 1371
By Mr. Kahalas of Boston (by request), petition of Albert C.

Dieffenbach and others that the United Nations, the President of
the United States and Congress be memorialized for a cease fire in
Korea and the peaceful negotiation of the exchange of prisoners. Con-
stitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three

Resolutions for a cease fire in korea and peaceful

NEGOTIATION OF THE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

Whereas, We proudly recall that at a grave hour in the
history of our country, when we were engaged in war
with Mexico in eighteen hundred and forty-seven, the
general court of Massachusetts patriotically adopted a
resolution demanding the ending of that war “for the
true interests and highest honor of the country, ” pro-
testing the annexation of Mexican territory and calling
for the abolition of slavery; and

Whereas, The present grave hour calls for an equally
patriotic resolution in support of the true interests of
our country: and

Whereas, The present United Nations intervention in
Korea was undertaken for the sole purpose of re-estab-
lishing the thirty-eighth parallel as the boundary be-
tween North and South Korea, and the complete attain-
ment of this objective makes continuance of the fighting
in Korea unnecessary and indefensible; and

Whereas, Negotiations for the terms of a truce have
succeeded in reaching complete agreement on every point
except the single one of the exchange of prisoners; and
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Whereas, The number of North Korean and Chinese
prisoners whose exchange is in dispute is only twenty
seven thousand, which is the gap between the maximum
offer of the United Nations and the minimum demand
of the North Koreans and Chinese; and

Whereas, In the continued fighting over the sole issue
of these twenty-seven thousand Korean and Chinese
prisoners American soldiers are presently being killed or
wounded at the rate of five thousand a month; and

Whereas, The continuation of the fighting carries the
ever-present threat of an extenison of the war, even into
world war; therefore be it

Resolved, That for the true interests and highest honor
of the United States and of the world, the general court
of Massachusetts urges the immediate signing of a cease
fire, the putting into operation of the truce terms already
agreed upon relating to the boundary, truce enforcement
and all other issues, and the continued peaceful negotia-
tion of prisoner exchange by the present negotiators un-
less some other negotiating body is mutually agreed upon;
and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent to
the United Nations, the President of the United States
and the senators and representatives in Congress from
Massachusetts.


