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By Mr. Randall of Framingham, petition of William I. Randall for
legislation to place a limitation on actions for the recovery of legacies
after twenty years from the date of death or expiration of life estates.
Legal Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act to place a limitation on actions to recover
LEGACIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

C&e Commontoealtf) of

1 Section 19 of chapter 197 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence
3 thereof and substituting therefor the following:
4 No action in equity in the probate court, no action
5 on the bond and no other proceeding for the recovery
6 of such legacy shall be commenced after twenty years
7 from the date of the testator’s death or from the expira-
-8 tion of a life estate, if said legacy is subject to such
9 life estate, except that a legatee under a will of a

10 testator dying prior to March fifteenth, nineteen hun-
-11 dred and thirty-six, or a legatee whose legacy is sub-
-12 ject to a life estate, the holder of which said life estate
13 died prior to March fifteenth, nineteen hundred and
14 thirty-six, shall have until March fifteenth, nineteen
15 hundred and fifty-six, in which to bring said action, -
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16 so that said section shall read as follows; Actions to
17 recover Legacies. A legatee may recover his legacy
18 and enforce all rights in respect to the same by pro-
-19 ceedings in equity in the probate court in which the
20 will was proved. No action in equity in the probate
21 court, no action on the bond, and no other proceeding
22 for the recovery of such legacy shall be commenced
23 after twenty years from the date of the testator’s
24 death or from the expiration of a life estate, if said
25 legacy is subject to such life estate, except that a
26 legatee under a will of a testator dying prior to March
27 fifteenth, nineteen hundred and thirty-six, or a legatee
28 whose legacy is subject to a life estate, the holder of
29 which said life estate died prior to March fifteenth,
30 nineteen hundred and thirty-six, shall have until
31 March fifteenth, nineteen hundred and fifty-six, in
32 which to bring said action. No action at law shall be
33 brought against the estate of the testator for such
34 recovery.


