
HOUSE 1721

By Mr. Barnes of Nantucket, petition of the Nantucket board of
selectmen for clarifying the powers and duties of the New Bedford,
Woods Hole, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority.
Transportation.

in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act to clarify the powers and duties of the new
BEDFORD, WOODS HOLE, MARTHA’S VINEYARD AND NAN-

TUCKET STEAMSHIP AUTHORITY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to clarify the powers
3 and duties of the New Bedford, Woods Hole, Martha’s
4 Vineyard and Nantucket Steamship Authority, there-
-5 fore this act is hereby declared to be an emergency
6 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
7 public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 544 of the acts of
2 1948 is hereby amended by adding at the end the
3 following subsections: •
4 (i) To discontinue service, either temporarily or
5 permanently, to the mainland port of New Bedford,
6 or any other mainland port, and, if in the judgment
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7 of its members, it is deemed advisable, to establish an
8 additional mainland port in lieu thereof.
9 (j) To transport overland from one port to another,

10 either by vehicles owned by the Authority, or by con-
-11 tract carrier, such passengers or freight as it deems
12 necessary for the convenient and efficient perform-
-13 ance of its duties.

1 Section 2. Section 9of said chapter 544 is hereby
2 amended by inserting after the sixth paragraph the
3 following paragraph:
4 If, at any time, service to a mainland port shall be
5 permanently discontinued, and such port is required
6 to pay to the commonwealth the percentage specified
7 above, such amount paid by it, with interest or other
8 charges incurred in borrowing the money for the pur-
-9 pose, shall be assessed as follows:

10 (a) If an additional mainland port is established,
11 all such amount on such city or town where established.
12 (b ) If no such mainland port is established, then in
13 the following proportions, viz., twelve per cent on the
14 town of Falmouth; twenty-nine per cent on the town
15 of Nantucket; and fifty-nine per cent on the county
16 of Dukes county.


