
No. 2018HOUSE
By Mr. Hodder of Framingham, petition of John F. Corbett and

J. Alan Hodder for legislation to make certain changes in the law
relative to veterans’ benefits. Military Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act making certain changes in the law rela-

tive to veterans’ benefits.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section sof chapter 115 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Veterans’ benefits shall be paid to a veteran or
5 dependent by the city or town in which he has a
6 settlement, or, if he has no settlement in any city or
7 town within the commonwealth, by the city or town
8 wherein he resides. No benefits shall be paid to any
9 applicant not a resident of the commonwealth except

10 as otherwise provided in this section, when the veteran
11 is receiving hospital treatment, under order of the
12 United States Veterans Administration, at a hospital
13 located outside the commonwealth. A veteran whose
14 wartime service was not to the credit of the common-
-15 wealth shall not be eligible for benefits under this
16 section unless such veteran has a settlement in some
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17 city or town in the commonwealth, or has actually
18 resided within the commonwealth continuously for
19 three years next preceding the date of his application
20 for such benefits; a dependent of such a veteran shall
21 not be eligible for such benefits unless both the veteran
22 and the dependent qualify as to settlement or residence
23 within the commonwealth at the time of the appli-
-24 cation for benefits for such dependent; but a de-
-25 pendent of a deceased veteran whose wartime service
26 was not to the credit of the commonwealth shall be
27 eligible for benefits if such dependent qualifies as to
28 settlement or residence at the time of application
29 for benefits, notwithstanding the failure of the deceased
30 veteran to so qualify at the time of his death. A
31 father or mother of a veteran whose wartime service
32 was to the credit of the commonwealth, or a person
33 who stood in the relationship of a parent to such
34 veteran for the five years next preceding the com-
-35 mencement of his wartime service, shall not be eligible
36 for benefits unless such parent or person in loco
37 parentis qualifies as to settlement or residence within
38 the commonwealth. No city or town shall pay such
39 benefits to an applicant who has no settlement within
40 the commonwealth until its veterans’ agent has
41 furnished to the commissioner such evidence as he
42 may require that the applicant is entitled to receive
43 such benefits and has received from the commissioner
44 an order fixing the amount and duration of the same,
45 and stating such other conditions as the commissioner
46 may impose relative thereto. Said order may be
47 revoked or modified by the commissioner at any
48 time by giving written notice to said agent. Within
49 three days after his receipt of an application for
50 veterans’ benefits from a person who has a settlement
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51 in some other city or town the veterans’ agent of the
52 city or town of the applicant’s residence shall notify
53 the commissioner and the veterans’ agent of the city
54 or town of the applicant’s settlement, who shall
55 forthwith investigate the claim. If the city or town
56 of settlement of such applicant unreasonably delays
57 in granting such benefits to him after receipt of said
58 notice, the city or town of the applicant’s residence
59 shall forthwith grant such benefits as are necessary
60 to meet the emergency needs of the applicant, and
61 report the same to the agent of the place of settlement
62 and the commissioner, and shall be reimbursed in
63 full therefor by the city or town of the applicant’s
64 settlement; provided, that the commissioner shall
65 make an order to that effect.




