
House of Representatives, January 22, 1953.

The committee on Towns, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 298) of Richard
A. Reuther and David B. Williams that towns be author-
ized to establish departments of public works exercising
the powers of certain other departments and town officers,
report the accompanying bill (House, No. 2213).

For the committee

DAVID B. WILLIAMS.

HOUSE No. 2213
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three,

An Act authorizing towns to establish a depart-

ment OF PUBLIC WORKS EXERCISING THE POWERS Of

CERTAIN OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND TOWN OFFICERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. Chapter 41 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 698, in-
-3 serted by section 4 of chapter 172 of the acts of 1938,
4 the four following sections:
5 Section 69C. By vote of a town meeting called
6 for the purpose in any town at least sixty days be-
-7 for an annual t own meeting, or upon request by
8 petition of ten per cent of the qualified voters of any
9 town filed with the selectmen at least sixty days be-

lt) for an annual town meeting, the selectmen shall in-
-11 elude in the warrant for such annual meeting for
12 submission to the voters the following question, to
13 be placed on the official ballot in towns using such
14 ballots: “Shall sections sixty-nine C to sixty-
-15 nine F, inclusive, of chapter forty-one of the Gen-
-16 eral Laws, providing for the establishment of a board
17 of public works exercising the powers of certain other
18 departments and town officers be accepted?” If a

19 majority of the votes cast in answer to such question
20 is in the affirmative, this section and sections sixty-
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21 nine D to sixty-nine F, inclusive, shall become fully
22 effective beginning with, and for the purposes of, the
23 next annual town election.
24 Section 69D. Any town which has accepted the
25 provisions of sections sixty-nine C to sixty-nine F,
26 inclusive, shall elect in the following manner a board
27 of public works, hereinafter called the board, to con-

-28 sist of three members. The initial members thereof
29 shall be elected, one to serve for one year, one for
30 two years, and one for three years, from the date of
31 the annual meeting at which they are elected, and
32 thereafter when the term of any member expires,
33 his successor shall be elected to serve for three years.
34 In all cases the members shall serve until their suc-
-35 cessors are elected and qualified. The members of
36 the board shall, after each election, elect one of their
37 members to act as chairman for the ensuing year.
38 Upon the election and qualification of the members
39 of the board, the board shall have all the powers and
40 duties now or from time to time vested by general
41 law or special act in the following boards, depart-
-42 ments and offices, or in boards, departments and
43 offices having corresponding powers and duties in
44 said town, to wit: road commissioners, surveyors
45 of highways, superintendent of streets, water com-
-46 missioners, sewer commissioners, municipal light
47 board or commissioners, park commissioners, ceme-
-48 tery commissioners, tree warden, moth superin-
-49 tendent and forestry department, and such boards,
50 departments and offices shall thereupon be abolished.
51 No contracts or liabilities then in force shall be af-
-52 fected by such abolition, but the board of public
53 works shall in all respects be the lawful successor of
54 the boards, departments and offices so abolished.
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o 5 The board shall have such additional powers with
56 respect to the furnishing of engineering services, the
57 collection and disposal of garbage and refuse, the
58 maintenance and repair of town buildings and prop-
-59 erty, and the performance of such duties of any other
60 hoards, departments and offices of the town as may
61 be reasonably related to the duties and responsi-
62 bilities of a board of public works, as the town may,
63 from time to time, by by-law provide, any other
64 provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding.
65 Section 69E. The board shall appoint and fix the
66 compensation of a superintendent of public works,
67 who shall exercise and perform, under the supervision
68 and direction of the board, such of the powers, rights
69 and duties transferred to it under section twenty-one
70 as it may from time to time designate. He shall be
71 responsible for the efficient exercise and performance
72 of such powers, rights and duties and shall hold
73 office subject to the will of the board. He shall be
74 specially fitted by education, training and experi-
75 ence to perform the duties of said office, and may or
76 may not be a resident of the town. During his
77 tenure he shall hold no elective or other appointive
78 office, nor shall be be engaged in any other business
79 or occupation. He shall give to the town a bond
80 with a surety company authorized to transact busi-
81 ness in the commonwealth as surety, for the faithful
82 performance of his duties, in such sum and upon
83 such conditions as the board may require, and shall,
84 subject to the approval of the board, appoint such
85 assistants, agents and employees as the exercise and
86 performance of his powers, rights and duties may
87 require. He shall keep full and complete records
88 of the doings of his office and render to the board
89 as often as it may require a full report of all opera-
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tions under his control during the period reported
upon; and annually, and from time to time as re-
quired by the board, he shall make a synopsis of
such reports for publication. He shall keep the
board fully advised as to the needs of the town
within the scope of his duties, and shall furnish to
the board each year upon its request a carefully pre-
pared and detailed estimate in writing of the appro-
priations required during the next succeeding fiscal
year for the proper exercise and performance of all
said powers, rights and duties.
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Section 69F. Any town which lias accepted the

provisions of said sections sixty-nine C to sixty-
nine F, inclusive, may, after the expiration of three
years from the date of such acceptance, vote at an
annual meeting to revoke such acceptance, and the
question of such revocation shall be submitted to
the voters in the form of the following question:
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“SI all the acceptance by the town of sections sixty-
nine C to sixty-nine F, inclusive, of chapter forty-one
of the General Laws providing for the establishment
of a hoard of public works exercising the powers of
certain other departments and town officers be re-
voked?” If a majority of the votes cast in answer
to said question is in the affirmative, then at the
next annual town election held after said vote to
rescind, the town shall elect such officers as are neces-
sary to exercise and perform the powers, rights and
duties transferred to the board of public works by
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said sections. Such action shall not affect any con-
tract or liability then created or existing. All gen-
eral laws respecting town administration and town
officers, and any special laws relative to said town,
the operation of which has been suspended or super-
seded by the acceptance of this act, shall then be in
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125 full force and effect. Any by-law inconsistent with
126 such special or general laws shall be revoked thereby.
127 Any subsequent vote to rescind the acceptance of
128 said sections shall not be taken more often than
129 once in three years.

Section 2. Section 21 of said chapter 41 is hereby
amended by striking out the first paragraph, as ap-
pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting
in place thereof the following paragraph:

9

3
4

By vote of a town meeting called for the purpose
in any town at least sixty days before an annual meet-
ing, or upon request by petition of ten per cent of the
qualified voters of any town filed with the selectmen
thereof at least sixty days before an annual town
meeting, asking that the selectmen act as a water
and sewer board, water commissioners, water and
municipal light commissioners, municipal light board,

sewer commissioners, park commissioners, board of
public works, board of health, assessors or board of
public welfare, or perform the duties of such boards
or officers or any of them or that cemetery commis-
sioners, assessors, a superintendent of streets, a

chief of the police and fire departments or a tree
warden be thereafter appointed by the selectmen,
the selectmen of such town shall include in the war-
rant for such annual meeting for submission to the
voters such question or questions in the following

form, to be placed on the official ballot in towns
using such ballot:
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“Shall the town vote to have its select- ’yes'
, 9)) NOmen act as • 1

25
2G

“Shall the town vote to have its select- (yes.27
9 11 NO.men appoint28






