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By Mr. Waterous of Pepperell, petition of Geoffrey Bolton and
another for legislation relative to the duties of town moderators.
Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act relative to the duties of town moderators.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

39 of the General Laws, as1 Section 15 of chapter
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words
4 “, and may administer in open meeting the oath of
5 office to any town officer chosen thereat”, —so as to
6 read as follows: Section 15. The moderator shall
7 preside and regulate the proceedings, decide all ques-
-8 tions of order, and make public declaration of all
9 votes. If a vote so declared is immediately ques-

-10 tioned by seven or more voters, he shall verify it by
11 polling the voters or by dividing the meeting unless
12 the town has by a previous order or by by-law pro-

-13 vided another method. If a two thirds vote of a town
14 meeting is required by statute, the count shall be
15 taken, and the vote shall be recorded in the records
16 by the clerk; but if the vote is unanimous, a count

Ww Commontoealtl) of



2 [May, 1953HOUSE No. 2633.

i

t

17 need not be taken, and the clerk shall record the vote
18 as unanimous.
19 A town may pass by-laws, subject to this section,
20 for the regulation of the proceedings at town meetings
21 Such by-laws shall be approved and published in the
22 manner prescribed by section thirty-two of chaptei
23 forty.


