
HOUSE 2693

Executive Department,
State House, Boston, May 12, 1953.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

In my Inaugural Address I advised you that I felt
unable to make any specific recommendation with respect
to the problem of Civil Defense until such time as I had
had an opportunity of gauging the attitude of the federal
government with respect to this important program. In
recent weeks I have held a number of conferences with the
Administrator of Civil Defense and other high federal
officials and have come to the conclusion that the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts should continue a Civil
Defense organization. The reasons are perhaps best
expressed in President Eisenhower’s own words as
follows ;

“Because the building of a completely impenetrable
defense against attack is still not possible, total defensive
strength must include civil defense preparedness.

“Because we have incontrovertible evidence that
Soviet Russia possesses atomic weapons, this kind of
protection becomes sheer necessity.”

On April 24, 1952, you extended the operation of an
Act to provide for the safety of the Commonwealth during
the existence of an emergency resulting from disaster or
from hostile action until July 1, 1953. I recommend that
you again extend the operation of that Act but that you
do not put a final time limit for its existence but rather
make provision for its expiration by the adoption of a
joint resolution by the House and Senate acting con-
currently. There is attached hereto suggested legislation
to carry this recommendation into effect.

Respectfully submitted,

CHRISTIAN A. HERTER,

Ctic Commontocnltlj of 9®assatiius«fB

Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty-Three.

An Act extending the operation of an act to pro-

vide FOR THE SAFETY Of THE COMMONWEALTH DURING
THE EXISTENCE OF AN EMERGENCY RESULTING FROM

DISASTER OR FROM HOSTILE ACTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 22, chapter 639, of the acts of 1950, as
2 amended by chapter 269, acts of 1952, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out, in line 4, the words
4 “or in any event on July first, nineteen hundred and
5 fifty-three”, so as to read as follows: Section 22.
6 This act or any part hereof shall become inoperative
7 by the adoption of a joint resolution to that effect by
8 the house and senate acting concurrently.
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